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I.Wisbom ^ 

produced millions of groat men ; Hid it win be readily 

perceived that I am not speaking of the age of Louis lire 

Fourteenth. 

0, my illustrious contemporaries'! what altars will Dot 
posterity nise in honour of you ] You hare not invented 
gunpowder, it is true, but a thousand years hence njention 
will be made of your pMoicopti, your thtrmolam-pa, and 
your panoramas i ventriloquism and phantasmagoria will 
not be forgotten. 

It will be said, it was m such a. year tbat sugar was pro- 
posed to be made of beet-root : the rock of Caocale will 
still be cited for good oysters, and the cadran hleu for first 
rate parties, the same as the Caft Procopf and the caveau 
were formerly noted as the rendezvous of ignorant poet- 
asters, who have left behind them wretched dramas 11 ' 



ahourdjy called master-pieces. Alas I how 
know of the matter 1 Poor ha 
not see an inch before their noses. 



little did they know of the matter 1 Poor harmless souls ! 



they did not see an inch before their noses. 

They called (witness the insipid Bodeau) a spade a spade, 
and Billet a knave, They never imagined that we should 
\3>ve more wit than they. In their time, virtue was no 
Biore man a vain term, now it is a word of wb«£i we are 
justly vain : they painted vice and guilt as dangerous 
monsters ; we made indispensable! of them ; and there is 
no one who is not glad to commit a Venial error, in older 
to merit the title of a hearty follow. 

Area of ignorance * 
absolutely believe in 
Credulous mortals I 



this pleasing idea— they awoke with this plowing idea, and 
they limtl not thought of having recourse to materialism 
alone for all the consolations of which the human race 
liave need nt the moment of restoring to the earth the 
Bad relics of their existence. 

You were told with an air of truth : (every book said the 
samo). The Supreme Using crested man pure and spot- 
less ; woman good, gentle and virtuous ; but both man and 
woman suffered themselves to be persuaded by a serpent 
that made them sat forbidden fruit ; and this serpent was 
■ — che devil ! Thence a rooted antipathy in serpents, — a 
deadly war against serpents. Every perfidious man, who 
betrayed his neighbour, was designated under the name of 
serpent. 

Poor serpents ! This odioua prejudice is now, however, 
perfectly got the better of : we have lately done you more 
justice, we are well convinced that without having recourse 
to yonr artifices, man would have always been ambitious, 

vile, base, and cringing. We know beyond the shadow of 
doubt, tliat even had you not tempted woman, she would 
nevertheless have been cunning, eoquctish, as well aa viu- 

Tlius, ami able" serpent, in order to efface the disgusting 
stain so long fixed on your head, we have revived to yonr 
honour and glory the divinities of paganism ; we consider 
you ns the god of eloquence and medicine, as the symbol 
of peace and commerce. Man carriea you in his heart ; 
woman wears you round her neck, on her arms, and at her 
cars : all are desirous of possessing their cadducees, their 
protecting genius, their talisman. 

You insinuate yourself every where, Mr. Serpent : into 
the drawing-room, into the antichamber ; you associate 
with the man in place, with the idlo man, with the jour- 
nalist, with the author ; you even appear at the theatre, 
where you are heard hissing each new piece ; in short, the 
world is accustomed to insults, or a coward to a caning or 
horsewhipping. 

You are carressed, you are worshipped ; and when the 
Tolcanos of Auvergne shall one day be rekindled, when 
their long confined lava rushing forth, shall swallow up the 
superb cities in their vicinity, in a word, when our child- 
ren's children's children who shall have escaped the fiery 
submersion, shall dig among the bituminous ashes to die- 



oovor their lost property, they will find your effigies, as the 
images of Phallus and the god of Lampeacus were found in 
the ruina of Hercnlaneum. 

Bui, where am 1 digressing ! — Intending to confine my- 
self to the human race, I have been talking of serpents : 
in this manner does the historian wander from his subject 
without dreaming that he is doing so. — However this may 
be, I freely announce myself for the greatest liar that the 
world has ever produced. Every one. has his fault ; — mine 
is lying : and as a sin openly confessed is liaJf pardoned, I 
am already secure of the indulgence of a great part of ray 

Many persona have gone beyond the truth in reepect to 
their origin : an I have an antipathy to do what several 
others have done before me, i shall be satisfied with relat- 
ing mine according to truth. 

I am descended in a direct line from the groat Cor- 
neille. — Bead the life of Peter Comeillc, raad*ihe history 
of tho French theatre, read the annals or the drama, or 
rather, read none of all these : the task would doubtless 
be superfluous. — There is not one of you, I dare say, who 
does not know that about Uio year of grace one thousand 
six hundred and forty-two, Peter Corneille, without the 
aid of a woman, gave birth to a male child, which he named 

This event made a great noise in the world, and aug- 
mented the celebrity of the father. Corneille tenderly 
loved this son, and in order to place him in a situation to 
appear honourably at court ana in the city, he confided him 
to the care of Bellerose, one of the first and moat excellent 
appeared in the tragic line under the 



Richelieu, and .for the other, a degree of fame which quickly 
extended itself to the extremities of France, and even to 

respected. No where till then had lying been practised 
with so much wit and grace. Each word of my ancestor 
became a proverb. Thr liar was the topic of every conver- 
sation : all Paris was desirous of seeing, hearing, and 
admiring the liar. 

The Gascons and Normans flocked in crowds to the 
capital to take lessons from him ; but unfortunately the 



— Their curiosity in this mstancs Met 
them dear. 

Our liar was. seducing, his cajoleries wore listened to, 
his gilded pills were swallowed : wheat the Gasman ami 
Nunuana returned to their reapective provinces, the pro- 
vinces suddenly became peopled with a swarm of little 
liara. These little hsra grew great bars, and in the spans 
of a century, Gascon; sad Normandy were the exclusive 
patrimony of the liars. 

The Cracs, the Cragnignaos, the Vordacs, the DirUos, 
and all the other namss ending with ac, were in ae high 
rspntatioa as those of Turenne, Colbert, and Louvois ; a 
new colony, composed of quaek-doctors, barbers, and tooth 
drawers, established themselves on the smiling banks of 
the Garonne : they prospered, and in a short time multi 
piied exceedingly. 

Several of these colonists, however, wearied with a sort 
of life which did not appear to them to possess sufficient 
variety, took advantage of tire numerous embarkations at 
tile port of Bordeaux, and went to exercise their (stents in 
the three other quarters of the globe. 

Provided with a talisman which was then only known 
among the most polished nations of Europe, they were 
everywhere speedily received with open anna ; everywhere 
they made proselytes ; everywhere they were loaded with 
presents and benedictions ; while in those same countries 
they hooted, spit upon, or otherwise treated with scorn and 
contempt the propagators of truth. 

Hateful truth ! thou art equally unpleasant to the moat 
powerful monarch and the vilest artisan : to the one thou 
aiscovereet the misery of his people, the perfidy of court- 
iers, the vexations of ministers, and the arrogance of their 
subalterns : — thou revealest to the other the causes of his 
gross ignorance, thou starrest np the impure source of his 
vices and defects, thou wouldst remove the veil that ob- 
scures bis sight. 

But where is the wonder that both (he monarch and the 
artisan shrink from thee, when than hast tlie boldness to 
offer to put thy Anger, impregnated with the salt of con- 
viction, into the wound that forces the blood from their 
hearts t 

Truth ! thou wilt always be proscribed and persecutes! : 



spite of the beauty with which It has pleased heaven to 
adorn thy features, thou wilt generally be avoided. Thy lan- 
guage is too severe ; than ncglectest to run with hone; the 
edge of the enp in which thai prcsentest the potion to ftly 

Go, imitate falsehood : he Was horn wtlli a countoiianeo 
absolutely hideous ; but in proportion aa he grew np he 
became penetrating, subtle, cunning, ingenious ; he felt 
the necessity of concealing the deformity of his visage : 
now, notwithstanding his ugliness, nobody repulses him. 
And why not I because his language la specious, because he 
covers with flowers the precipices of lift', because the be- 
verage prepared by his hand intoxicates man and transports 
him into the realms of illusion. He flatters, he caresses, 
he scatters poppies on the eyelids of the unhappy. 

He tells a tyrant that he is adored by his subjects, an op- 
pressed people that their grievances are about to be 
redressed, an old and liquorish woman that the lilies and 
roses bepaint her cheeks, a jealous husband that bis part- 
ner is faithful, a poet that he surpasses Racine, a country 
comedian that he is preferable to Lekain, Previllo or Gar- 
rick, and an actress that she is virtuous, without jealousy 
of her rivals, inconstancy to her lovers, or malice towards 
tile manager. 

Falsehood. —Halt there 1 I have been preaching 

long enough ; let me return to the colonists of tho Garonne. 
I have already observed that some of them, tired of boast- 
ing of their descent and their prowess, and no longer 
finding persona sufficiently credulous to give free scope to 
their imaginations, quitted France and set out on their 
travels, in order to put the seal to their glory. 

My father, Macaire Hugues Verac was or this number, 
who after many years spent from his native country, felt 
the necessity of returning to it, and still more the wish of 
dazzling the eyes of his countrymen with the lustre of a 
fortune which could only be acquired by adventures In the 
new world. 

He accordingly loaded a vessel with diamonds from the 
liver of the Amazons, with pearls from Mexico, with to- 
pazes from Arabia, with emeralds from the Persian gulf, 
with ingots of gold from Peru, and trusting himself With 
these treasures to an clement which in a moment of anger 
can overturn the finest projects, and destroy the most 



brilliant prospects, he weighed anchor and sailed towards 
the place or Ins nativity. 

Alas I — jEnlus, jealous or my father's good fortune, 
raised him up enemies as dangerous as they were power- 
ful. His furious winds, let loose by their master, disturbed 
the tranquillity of the waters ; the sea revolted at the mo- 
ment when M. do Verac approached the shores of France, 
and in its wrath swallowed up the diamonds, the pearls, 
the topazes, the emeralds, the ingots of gold, all the riches 
of the Indies, of Asia and Peru. 

The vessel, split by the violence of the contending ele- 
ments, was presently engulphed in the yawning abyss : the 
crew perished with it, and all the assistance that the in- 
habitants of the coast could give, was serviceable only to 
my father. But, O, heavens ! in what a situation was he 
dragged from the foaming waves ! nearly in that in which 
the Brst man came into the world ; scarcely had he even 

leaf. 

He was thus conveyed to the military hospital at Havre : 
there being made to cast up the water that he had drunk 
so much against his inclination, he was soon restored to 
life. A collection made in favour of the unhappy person 
who had suffered shipwreck, furnished the nabob Verac 
with the means of quitting the hospital: moreover, my 
father did not want philosophy : he quickly forgot hia ac- 
cident, and considering the transitory fortune he had pos- 
sessed, as a charming dream that had beguiled him with 
its flattering illusions, he concluded there was nothing bet- 
ter for him to do than to oppose resignation and courage 
to the rigour of fate : that is to Bay, in other words, he re- 
solved to resume the employment he had formerly exercised 
on the banks of tho Garonne, that of a barber. 

To say the truth, it cost dear to the first victims that fell 
under his hands. He began in the villages and small 
towns hia endeavours to acquire afresh his ancient dexter- 
ity : being summoned to shave the son of an attorney, who 
was going to marry the daughter of a rich farmer, he cut 
off the half of one of his cheek, and the unfortunate lover 
was in consequence obliged to postpone his nuptials for six 



not less rain of bis figure than a peacock of hut tail, en- 

MgSdtO •-- --" L .,..,.., ;.. . . 

put hia threat into i 
not exhibited, far m 

My father, however, notwithstanding the weight of his 
disgrace, was not a man to perish of hunger. Necessity is 
the mother of industry. — Wherever he passed he attempted 
new mean* to procure a livelihood : in one place, assuming 
the grave and authoritative tone of an empiric, he sold for 
bad eyes an ointment made of dandelion and cow-dung ; 
in another, for the use of the fair sex, a* balsam which was 
neither more nor less than goat's excrement mixed with 
that of magpies. I leave it to be judged what an agreeable 
exhalation proceeded from the Tillage coquettes who an- 
ointed themselves with this precious unction J 

" My balsam is wonderful," cried my father, "far the 
preservation of the bloom of youth ; my balsam ia excel- 
lent for restoring beauty to the faded check ; in Turkey, 
Persia, China, and Bengal my Balsam has performed mi- 
racles ; it made the favourite sultana of the sublime porte 
look twenty years younger than she did before using it ; 
it saved the life of a Spanish princess, who, falling in love 
with her page, and being afterwards forsaken by him, was 
on the point of dying of languor and despair. 

" At Parma, Milan, Pisa and Florence, I have been per- 
secuted by the whole medical tribe on account of the 
invention of this extraordinary balsam : go to Paris, Lyons, 
Marseilles, and Bourdeaux, you will hear nothing else 
talked of but my balsam; you will see old women there as 
frolicksome, and as thinly clad as so many young girls, 
• and still courted by young Adonises who have no suspicion 
of their age. 

" What is this wonderful wonder owing to t why to my 
balsam, which restores grey hair to its original colour, 
which smoothes the deepest wrinkles, and renders the skin 
■oft and the flesh firm ; to this valuable or rather invalu- 
able balsam, which has cost me nearly half a century's 
labour and study. 

"At Lima I sold a box for twenty piastres ; at Maples 
for fifteen ducats ; at London so high as thirty guineas, 
and the only reason of my quitting England was because I 



eonld not comply with the multiplied demands rf Bf »»- 

"But ™*iU perhaps say— Ho* then wilt yon. wM it 
te be, we who are only poor people 1 — Ladies anil gentle- 
men, do not be alarmed ; it is not with a view of emptying 
jour pockets that I am corse here, hut purely and sheety 
to make myself known to yon, and to render yen atoerrtoe, 
which, as your fellow-countryman, I think it «, duty mfflim- 
fcent on me to ds, your approbation being the only itMN 
I have at heart to obtain. 

" My fortune is made, T hare ho longer any wetatttoU Mr 
money ; I do not sell my balsam, I five ft to all those who 
may wish to hare it— for the trifling mm of nixpeneea 
box. Here is the balsam 1 here it 19 I sixpence a box ! 
Only sixpence a box !" 

The produce of the sale of the htrraculous balsam phleed 
my father in a situation to continue his journey and to ar- 
rive in a decent maimer at Falane, a considerable town fei 
Lower Normandy. There, however 



to be cheated so easily iu 



_ e been exposed to the public derision, 

thing worse, bad he attempted to sell them any of Ml 
odoriferous compound. 

Ah, why did he not understand aiefcymyl — Perhaps in 
analysing his materials he might have discovered the phi- 



losopher's stone : or, at least, why did he know wetting of 
the dead languages ! — By giving a Greek appellation tons 
balsam, he might still have found fools and dupes. 



My father, a perfect Proteus, changed once more his 
form to please the Fablsians and wheedle them out of a 
subsistence. — Ho let his beard grow, and hiring a lodging 
in an obscure and mysterious garret) he proenred several 
owht and ether nocturnal birds Mod animals which axe 
vulgarly considered 16 he WnnWHS. — There, speaking an 
unknown language, or, to he more correct, 4 gibberish 
composed by himself, he passed fot a eelebrateef Pereftn 
who told fortunes. 

With a long banjboe In his hand, which he had bought 
for little or nothing of a sailor from Havre, he described 
pretended caJbaustacal circles Before the wcak-aiiueVd vi- 



stars who wna to consult bin. On a. walnut-tree table 
much worm-eaten, was placed an old bible which he had 
picked up at a book-stali in the very town of i'alaUe. This 
precious book, he said, contained (ho five tables of Moses,. 
and these five tables of Moses comprised the destinies of 
them present and to come. 

Verao never delivered his oracles till the olose of the day. 
~-Tn the morning he visited the ale-houses, the eofCee- 
houses, and public places in disguise : he was at the bottom 
of every piece of news ; he toot advantage of the gossip- 
ing of the old womn, of Ijhc indissretions of the servanls, 
and of the backbiting of the indolent of all ranks who fre- 
quent country towns. He collected, he amalgamated every 
thing, and from this curious compound of troth and false- 
hood, he himself composed the five tables of Moses. 

His predictions, therefore, were not always without 
foundation ; some of them having been realised, in a short 
time nothing else was talked of in Falaise and its vicinity, 
but the celebrated Persian. — Verse filled his strong box, 
and acquired a reputation that soon gave umbrage to the 
magistrates of the place. 

A tax-gatherer coming to consult the five tables of Moses, 
Verao, informed of several particulars relating to him, 
bpldly oast his horoscope, and predicted that in less than 



confided to his care. — Accordingly, in about three days 
the fellow not only lost hie place, bnt was arrested, thrown 
into prison, anil in the course of a week get in the pillory 



An old President also deigned to descend from his 
gravity to ascend the pytnical abode of my father. 

* You are married," said Verse to him. 
" Yes, Mr. Persian." 

"A young wife I" 
" Yes, Mr. Persian," 
"You are jealous!" 
"A Utile." 
" A great deal I" 

* It is true ; I see it is no use attempting to. conceal any 
thing from you." 

" Yon are avaricious 1" 

•I dont throw my money out of the window." 



"But you lock it up so carefully in your coffers that it 
is impossible for your wife to get at it," 

" I give my wife sufficient for all her necessary expenses, 
Air. Persian. 

"All her necessary expenses I" 

« All, absolutely all 1" 

" You deceive me, and before a month is past, your 
wife will be run away with by a handsome young officer of 
dragoons." 

" An officer of dragoons ! lud !" 

'• Rich, amiable, and liberality itself." 

" What do you tell me, Mr. Persian t It is a report that 
is circulated in the town, but I would never believe it." 

" Others believe it for you." 

" Wliat must be done to prevent this misfortune V 

" Open your strong box to the discretion of your wife." 

« My strong box!" 

" Suffer her to dispose of your riches in a noble manner. 

" Dispose of my riches ! 

" Do not prohibit her from going to balls—" 

" Balls corrupt young minds." 

" Allow her to frequent the public walks, the theatres." 

" The theatres are the nurseries of vice." 

" Do not hinder her from following the fashions of Paris." 

" The fashions of Paris 1 that is enough to ruin me en- 
tirely, Mr. Persian." 

" And above all, be no longer jealous." 

" No longer jealous ! that is impossible. I will seel: 
legal redress." 

" You will be laughed at." 

" I will have my wife shut up in a convent." 

" She will soon find her way through the gratings." 

" I will — I will go and hang myself !" 

" You could not please your heirs better. 

Nbta ; the president's wifo was carried off, yet the pre- 
sident did not hang himself. 

Among the curious attracted by the Persian's celebrity, 
Verac noticed with extraordinary pleasure tlio daughter of 
a dentist. To judge from her first approach, she was one 
of those ingenuous beauties formed to receive any im- 
pression you might wish to make on them. The young 
woman either from having nothing else to do, or from being 
tired of her state of maidenhood, was extremely desirous 



of having her fortune told. She inquired with unaffected 
simplicity whether any man thought of her, and whether, 
as her father iuui said, she would not be married before 
she was twenty-five 1 Cbanned by her manner and ap- 
pearance, Vorau suddenly changed hU batteries, and, 
strongly taken with the charms of his artless visitor, he 
reaolvud to turn his science to the profit of love. 

" Your age," said he, taking off his spectacles and look- 
ing her in the face with eyes sparkling like fire. 

"lam just seventeen," modestly replied the girl. 

" And you wish to be married t" 

" The young ladies of Falaise are all married at seven- 

« And you would be very fond of your husband V 

" " ' yes, if he were as amiable and attentive as my 



cousin Maa 



" Is your father rich t" 

"He is dentist to the foundling hospital, which brings 
him in four hundred francs a year." 

" Of course there is no portion to be expected )" 

" I can work well at my needle and embroider to per- 
fection : — my father has often told me that will be my 

"Weill my dear girl, I will open the book of your 
destiny, and I am happy to inform you that before a week 
is over, your father will receive a visit from a man steady 
but not old, rich but not opulent, tender but not doting, 
and who will ask him for your hand." 

" May I not be permitted to see him before he takes 
this step t" 

" You fear that he will not please you !" 

■ I should be able to instruct him m what manner to go 

Very well. Do you not sometimes go and walk on the 



"Veryi 

esplanade 



" Every Sunday with my cousin Masson," 

" You shall see him there ; he will address you." 

" I long to be acquainted with him 1— To-day is 

day ah ! — still three days to wait 1" 

" Be patient, I swear that he shall not disappoint 
" Ah ) Bless me, Mr. Persian, I have no money 



It is a, little geld eftti that my cousin's huabaiid gave bib 01 

the evening of the marriage." 

" I accept il on condition that you will take it back from 
the hands ef him who is destined for jour Unsband. I wilt 
transform it into a talisman that he shall present to yon 
next Sunday on the esplanade." 

It will be seen by this shout oenveraalian, that my father 
entertained serious views oa the dentist's daughter, and 
that it wua himself wan was to approach her with the 
talisman in question. 

Accordingly, the young lady had scarcely taken her 
leave, when the fortuno-teller, Yarac, taking a retrospect 
of the divers events of his past iife, concluded his reflec- 
tions by this wise and philosophical' monologue : — 

" i am but five and thirty years old, though my beard, 
my spectacles, my turban, my Asiatic robe, and the pointed 
wrinkles on jny countenance give me the appearance of nt 
least oigfcty. I am hero playing a part which I cannot 
sustain much longer : every person, at place, the members 
of the long who and the clergy, as well as. the magistracy, 
begin to be alarmed at my predictions— -I am talked of in 
all companies : enemies wilt (bubtless spring up against 
me : banishment or the rope will be my late, if I do not 
soon quit my profession. 

" From the age of twenty I have constantly been wan- 
dering from climate to climate, from place to place, and 1 
have not enjoyed a single instant of repose. My five ta- 
bles of Moses have produced me near ten thousand fronts ; 
that will be sufficient to support me creditably in lolaisc, 
by taking a wife and fixing in some reputable employment. 

"Chance has often brought about Loppy' marriages, — 1 
meet by chance with a dentist 1 s daughter, whom 1 marry : 
she is ornamented with graces and simplicity ; her heart 
baS not yet beaten, for any one ; it win beat in' unison, with 
mine.— She will be faithful to me from duty as weB na 
from inclination ; we shall be surrounded with a charming 
offspring, which will be the happiness of oup oktage. The 
die it cut,. FaJafse in the end of my travels, and Hymen 
the termination of my troubles." 

After Verac bad maturely- weighed and arranged this 
plan in Ms head, together with all the means of pitting it 
into execution, lie took up a razor, and in three minutes 
made himself look as young as Eson: (in* lighting a large 
fire, ha reduced lu ishes his bible, ins w * --'--~ 



tree table, his robe, Ills bamboo wand, and got rid of his 
owls and other familiars; he then clothed himself in a 
handsome fashionable dress, and became quite a different 
man, he then tilled his pockets with the treasure bo bad 
amassed, he then gaily quitted his garret, with the intou- 
tion of going to hire a commodious and elegant apartment 
in the best part of the town of Falaise; he tltr.n — he was 
then arrested at the door as he was leaving the house, by 
the officers of the Police, who were sent to apprehend the 
Conjuror, from some information that had been given to 
the magistrates. Such an occasion for lying had never 
before presented itself to my father. 

"Where have you been!" abruptly demanded the ex- 
empt who was at the head of the guard. 

" Gentlemen," replied he, with an air of simplicity, but 
without seeming disconcerted, " I am an apothecary : (the 
dress be had chosen was well adapted to the medical pro- 
fession, and which suggested this idea to his mind,) J have 
just been visiting a poor woman very ill on the (bird story." 

" You have not then, been having your fortune told by 
the cheat tliat lodges up stairs!" 

" I do not understand what you mean, air I — Oh, I have 
it — you allude to the Persian I 

" Yes, to the Persian as you call him. — Ha will have 
his fortune told by the Police, — wo have orders to arrest 

"I ant glad to hear it.— You will catch the bird in his 
nest, for just before I came down I heard over my head a 
great noise — like (he clanking of chains— and then, such 
hideous cries [— bke, I cannot tell what. Upon inquiring 
what was the cause of the violent disturbance, the nurse 
said it was the Persian Conjuror, making liis— his iuvo- 

" Quick, quick," exclaimed the exempt to his men, as 
satisfied as if he already had his prey in his grasp. 

Us directly ascended the staircase, followed by the 

Cru, with intrepidity; while my father with not less 
te pursued the opposite direction. 
Verao however was bo well assured of not being recog- 

£ reject by the bye for which ho was indebted for his li- 
)rty) and after having changed his dress for the third 
time, he gave himself out as a Paris merchant who cama 



to Falaise on business, and baldly took a lodging in one Of 
the beet houses it the Hoc Saint ApoUine. 

It was there that making the necessary dispositions to 
appear suitably in tile eye* of the lovely Clementina, he 
amused himself with the thousand and one stories told of 
the wonderful Persian, anil (he no lens wonderful circum- 
stance of his sudden vanishing, unobserved by any one. 

The good women with their heads, said In a tone of so- 
lemnity, that on such a day, at such an hoar, they had seep 
in the air a great hlock cloud : that they had very dis- 
tinctly remarked a nlan on horttbatk on a monkey, and 
that in all probability this monkey was die devil carrying 
off the Conjuror. 

Other persons less superstitious, but deeply skilled in 
politics, and well instructed in all the secrete of Die state, 

Siose persons, in short, who fabricating news, publish 
cm in a whisper to a hundred thousand ears, with the 
express injunction of not mentioning a word to any one) 
pompously gave out that the pretended Conjuror wbb a 

r.t personage, a celebrated spy sent by the enemy for 
purpose of examining the manufacture of Folaise, and 
then to carry into other countries the different branches 
of their industry. 

"they ventured to say that such a dangerous man bod 
been clandestinely secured, and that he had undergone in 
prison the punishment usually inflicted on characters of 
that description. Veroc strongly supported these absurd 
tales, adding, that Paris itself was filled with a crowd of 
impostors, who understood sorcery no better than the Per- 
sian, but who found out the means of making many mors 
dupes than he had done. 

A fresh event, a house belonging to a receiver of faxes 
taking fire, presently made the Persian and Ms prognosti- 
cations to be forgotten. Nothing was talked of but the 
receiver and the conflagration which had happened pre- 
cisely at the moment when he was to have delivered his 

In short, my father fully resolved to marry, could fear- 
lessly occupy himself in preparations for the nuptials. He 
had an interview with Clementina, at which lie restored 
her etui, and accompanied this restitution with a present, 
which she was prevailed upon to accept as a pledge of his 



The young Falaisian codcm ted to all he proposed ! (be 



THB LTI1TO FSHILT. 19 

dentist of the foundling hospital desired nothiiie better 
than to be well rid of bin daughter.- Beside a, ten ieuusaUd 
francs possessed by Ms son-in-law, so far daisied the eyes 
of the poor dentist, who out of bis four hundred Uvmt a 
j car allowed him by tho hospital, could afford netting in 
favour of hie dear Clementina, that he returned thank* to 
heaven for having gent a suitor to hia daughter, wheat* 
so disinterested as to take her without any portion. 

The contract was prepared, the banns were published 
and the 28th of July, 1758, at nine o'clock at themorniaft 
the curate of St. Giles's (the parish in which the bride re- 
sided) gave the usual benediction to Manure Hugnet 
. Verac, Bon of Claude Silvester Verac, citizen of Langen, 
and to Clementina Agnes Dcspiuasse, younger daughter of 
Hyacinth Zaehary Despinaae, dentist of the foundling hos- 
pital of Fabnse. 

It may perhaps be imagined that this day was a day of 
'-'-'-g forthebri 1 — " " " ' " " 



a bridegroom and bride. No such C 
id remarkable \~ * L_ 
in happen at a wedding. 



■ rendered remarkable by the moat gloomy event 
-'"j. The fa<her-w-iawj Zaohajy 



_is income, and who supported a short allow- 

« an readily as a prebendary then made his four meals 
<• uay, Despinasae for the first time overstepped <he boands 
of prudence ; unable to contain himself at the sight of the 
splendid dinner given by his son-in-Uw, he ate with such 
quickness and ardour, that even before the dessert was 
brought on the table, he expired in the ante of two of the 
guest*, who pre vented him from fulling from hisses! on to 
the floor. Medicine, emetic, clyster — nothing could save 
him. 

After this accident, the affectionate couple voluntarily 
imposed on themselves a continence of three days. 

Hymen I — at that word I shildder and ray hair stands 

And what may occasion bo violent a sensation T 
The recollection of the insults be caused my father. 
Verac, who believed himself the most skilful liar of the 
age in which be lived found his master in thai Clementina, 
mild, simple, artless, innocent as she was, and whose heart 
had never beat for any one. This Clementina, who wss 
my mother, produced m something mere than six months 
alter her marriage a thumping boy. 

Well! What U there ao extraordinary in all that 1 wo 
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every day see women brought to bed at the expiration of 
■even months. Must we therefore suspect their virtue ? 
Shameful effect of perversity 1 Such are men 1 immorality 
haa so far vitiated their minds that they will no longer be- 
lieve women are prudent. Study anatomy before boldiy 
judging in a matter of such delicacy. 

Be it bo [ I will study anatomy and speak no more of 
Clementina. I will not mention the various causes of coni- 

C" it that niy father had against her, as for example, Iter 
g a coquette, deceitful, prodigal to excess, vain of Iter 
beauty, imperious and obstinate — more obstinate tlian a 
mule. The young creature bad certainly not played her 
cards ill for a novice. My father knew of but one remedy 
for so many evils : this was to keep my mother so fully 
employed, as to leave her no time to adorn her person. 
It so happened that she was almost continually preguant : 

twenty children, eight daughters and fourteen sons, of 
which, by the grace of God, I am the second. 

I cannot suppose that the reader will expect to have a 
circumstantial detail of the private life of each of the mem- 
bers composing our numerous family. It would require 
twenty-two volumes for that purpose, and I fear that lie is 
already tired of the little duodecimo before him. In con- 
sequence, I will confine what I have to say, to my eldest 
brother and myself. As to my other brothers and sisters, 
they have each embraced a profession conformable to their 
tastes, and none of them have belied the blood from whence 
they sprang. However, that they may not be obliged to 
recur to them in future, I will here give a slight sketch of 
each, and then resume without farther interruption the 
thread of our history. 



ii the Roe St. Martin in Paris : he ki 
linen-drapery line, and sells his goods at one third loss, 
that is, one third under the current price.— Thus, at Paris, 
people get rich by ruining themselves. 

Christopher Terac, not lew industrious than Simplice, 
keeps a warehouse not far from him, containing a vast as- 
sortment of novelties; such as English i milium nn Iron) 
Itouen, MaHna from Lyons, India muslins fabricated in 
Switzerland, and Cachtmirci from Sedan. 

Moaw Verac hu set himself up a? a batter ; and in or- 
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der to procure custom, he conceived the idea of making 
his shopmen walk lha streets in a sort of Russian cap, op 
hat, of his own invention. At present there ia not a lackey 
who does not wear one of Moses Verac's Russian hate. 

Felix Verac pursued a very different career: he U a 
distinguished author ; but what is more extraordinary, he 
is extremely modest and passably rich ; he has written 
fifty-three different pieces, and all have been favourably 
received. — He composes dramas better than Didtrot, 
vaudevillu better than Peniiard; tragedies better than 
Cvmeille, and balembvurgs better than Bitvre. — His epio 
poem, entitled the Flea, will render his name immortal : 
menu time, lie pays his debts, and dines every day at the 
gatavratew't, with persona of fashion, nt a lav.il per head. 

Nicaise VWac is a printer and bookseller, au honest 
man in the full extent of the word ; well informed, as are 
all the booksellers of the present day, who have diligently 
studied the secrets of their trade ; he is also very disinter- 
este.l and prepossessed in favour of authors ; he has not, 
like some of his brethren, made his fortone by publishing 
BtmnterfeitB, an act he always thought derogatory to hia 

Aa the reign of philosophy is passed, he lias sold by 
public auction all his Montaignei, his Mablyt, his Rova- 
stout, his Vvltairti, and other rhapsodists of mat sort, who 
encumbered his shelves, or were eaten by the rats. — His 
whole stock now consists of a complete assortment of new 
novels and romances, which are excellent, full of wit, 
graces, genuine satire and morality. — I doubt not but the 
Iqfing Family will one day be added to his collection. 

Ovid Verac is the seventh of my brothers, and he who 
has made his way beat in life : — he is a theatrical manager, 
and possesses wit as well as solid judgment : he is never 
deceived with respect to a new piece : besides, the com- 
mittee to whom he submits them is composed of men of 
the law and persons scrupulous to excess, who lend money 
on pledges at reasonable interest ; it is impossible their 

penetration should not perceive all the defects of a 

work. In consequence, out of a thousand pieces presented 
to him, there are nine hundred and ninety-nine accepted. 

Ovid Verac lores and esteems the whole race of authors ; 
be entertains no prejudice against some, no partiality for 
others ; he opens his heart and his purse alike to all : he 
respects hia actresses, he is neverfamilar with the acton : 



ip of the proprietor, a man extremely frank and sincere 
— almost as, much bo as myself. 

Jfy six other brothers have been brought up to die law 
and to finance. Soma of them have composed the sub- 
limaet of codes, and the others have made us bankrupts ; a. 
negative merit, I confess ; but that is not to be despised 
now-a-daya, anv more than common honesty. 

Whatshalllsay efmy sisters t— Four became rdigiestt^ 
at the epoch when Religion got out of fashion ; and four 
Were married, immediately divorce was allowed by the law. 
The four rdigituia are since married, and the four others 
are divorced from (heir husbands. They are all eight now 
about the same level ; that is saying enough, perhaps too 
much. — It is time to return to my elder brother, Hyppo- 
litua Verac, who, by rights, should have taken the Erst place 
ill my work. 

Them are things of such acknowledged veracity, that it 
Would even be ridiculous to bring them into question for a 
moment. Thus, I shall not lie a jot in saying that Hyp- 
politus Verac p os sess e d much wit, erudition and capacity. 
With sn ardent imagination and a violent tendency to Bri- 
ticism, it by no means suited his inclination to languish 
unknown in the narrow Conines of Falabe ; a more ex- 
tended, sphere was requisite for the exertion of his talents, 
and Paris alone offered him the materials of which he stood 
faa need. It was therefore to Paris that he came to study 
men and manners, and to acquire, what is stileii, tJie know- 
ledge of the world. 

Terrified at the torrent of public morals, he at first at- 
tempted to oppose it by a dyke of his own invention and 
construction ; but presently. Eke the feeble reed, he found 
himself obliged to bend m» head beneath the imperious 
yoke of the winds, and he waited patiently till the storm 
should subside. Vain expectation f The storm never 
abated ; and the days of Hjppolitus Verac were passed in 
Inglorious repose. 

His imagination, at length, subdued every obstacle, and 
he dared to raise his voice anew ; but, then, more adroit, 
more formed by experience, he attuned his aim by a road 
that appeared diametrically opposite to it : he combated 
pride and ambition, by attacking modesty and disinterest. 



sdmHi ne kt fy against talent and genius a cloud of 
arrows, which recoiled an ignorance and (oily. 

May not the cunning of a liar be discovered in this. 



A. fencer often kills hie adversary by a, 
feint, and a great general frequently, gains a victory by a 
falee attack. But as every thing in course of tame becomes 
common, non lit in ufeni t the same means used twice in a 
plot lose much of their power and efficacy. 

Hyppolitua Verac, iujefatigably occupied with his plan 
of reforming mankind and, rendering them better, applied 
diligently to the sciences abstract, physical and moral ; 
geometry and chemistry above all afforded him great ad- 
vantages : he had found out by geometrical calculations, 
the number of paces that the present generation, had devi- 
ated from the right line of virtue ; and the number of those 
It would be necessary for them to take in order to return 
to it, presuming that it would be impossible to accomplish 
it by the same rout — He had only to discover a chemical 
process to decompose man, to separate matter from the 
vital fluid, to d?ijiiniqh the weight of -the one by detaching 
it from all the corporeal parts which, tend to its putridity, 
and to give the other more activity by passing it through 
a refining crucible. 

Had my brother succeeded in this, discovery, there is no 
doubt but his name would be transmitted to posterity ; but 
so many persona were interested not to undergo the fiery 
purification, that every thing was put in practice to make 
his enterprise fail. — Indeed, the philosophy nf Hyppolitus 
was too dangerous for it to find many proselytes ; and the 
philosopher attracted so many enemies that he was obliged 
to disappear. 

But we will let him apeak for himself, and relate as hue 
he was forced to abandon his labours. The following is 
the letter that he wrote to his disciples some time before 
his disappearance. I think it my duty to give it in this 
place, in order to make my readers fully acquainted with 
that Madame Gallia, with whom it was made a crime in 
him to be connected : that celebrated lady whose malady 
has for several years mocked the attempts of the most skil- 
ful physicians m Europe, and who, thanks to the repose 
which they have at last permitted her to enjoy, has recently 
been restored to her ehildren and faithful friends. 

I request my readers will observe that this letter was 
written in the year lW — Oi«rf* taapus, tain icFijtjtra. 



Parii, 179S. 
Madame OaMa is, beyond contradiction, the meet cele- 
brated woman in Europe ; time will inform us whether sho 
is also the most illustrious ; she is stout and above the 
middle size ; formerly very pay, now sorrowful and liyjio- 
condriac, but of a very robust constitution, since sho lias 
got the better of a disorder, under which she suffered 
seven years, and of the attention of six thousand physi- 
cians, move or Usx. Madame Gallia is considerably in 
years, and her misfortunes have given her the appearance 
of an old woman. 

In 1789 she approached her critical moment; her health 
grew impaired; and immediately a crowd of physicians 
presented themselves, pretending to cure her, but really 
to pillage her. Though her affairs were greatly deranged, 
her remaining fortune was considerable enough to tempt 
the desires of the faculty. 

Among this crowd of Hypocratcses, one was distin- 
guished, whose name was Philip, a very different man from 
Philip, Alexander's physician. This doctor coveted tho 
"thole property of Madame Gallia, and prescribed for her 
in consequence. To this Philip were added several other 
of tlie profession, who at first, seemed only his subordi- 
nates, bnt who presently ruined him in the esteem of Ma- 
dame Ottilia, in order themselves to have the honour, that 
is the profit, of the cure- 
Poor unhappy patient 1 how cruelly has she been treated ! 
Under pretext of warming the blood, which they affirmed 
to be chilled and almost coagulated, they for three years 
made her take all that is healing and irritating in the vege- 
table kingdom. 

In eonscmance, the stomach of Madame Gallia was 
drenched by Sudorifici, soeli as scabious, holy thistle, ger- 
mander, borage, bugloss, scordinm, burdock, &c.—Anti- 
typ&tttitia, such as juniper, saffron, sarsaparilla, liverwort, 
elecampane and sassafras. — Aperiliva, such as celendine, 
pilewort, dropwort and columbine. — Astringents, such as 
oypress berries, medlars, cornelians, &c— Carminatives, 
such as thyme, wild thyme, mint, camomile, annisecd and 
fennel. — Diuretic*, snch as wormwood, hjmiier, ho]>s and 
viper's grass. — Hmmenagot/uei, such as mugwort, tansy, 
rue and sabine. — In short, every thing exciting, inching 
and provocative, contained in the garden of nature. 

It may easily be conceived that after such a mode of 



treatment, the blood of Madame Gallia grew inflamed and 
forced Itself a pannage, insomuch that the poor woman 
became absolutely delirious. Observing this, more than 
one doctor, arnica* sangu.vn.il, declared for bleeding. 

At this decree of the faculty, all the surgeons, farriers, 
cowleeches and barbers of the environs flocked together. 
She was bled in each arm and leg, and as the blood still did 
not flow to the liking of the phlebotomista, they finished 
by opening the jugular vein. • * * • 

After two years of bleeding, incisions, amputations, sca- 
rifications and crudaivma, the patient fell into a state of 
exhaustion, languor and consumption • • * 

Such nil the situation of things, when recollecting my 
former intimacy with the poor lady, I resolved to go and 
pay her a visit, and to offer her my assistance at a moment 
when I knew she stood in so much need of it 

Upon entering her apartment, I saw several physicians 
round her bed. ••••*• 
When the patient perceived me, her countenance appeared 
to expand ; she smiled on me with grace, bat the doctors 
regarded me with contempt. I approached the bed, and 
said to her, in a tone of anxiety, " How do you find your- 
self, Madame, to-day t" She was about to answer, bat a 
doctor prevented her by saying — 

" The lady is well, very welF, all things considered, and 
she would be still better if aho wonld follow our advice. — 
But perfidious friends put a thousand chimeras in her bead : 
they are always reminding her of past times, awakening 
recollections that too much affect her ; and aa her fibres 
are extremely irascible, she is then subject to spasms and 
agitation of the nerves, which will infallibly degenerate into 
epilepsy; if she has not the fortitude to break off her former 
connections, she will delay hor recovery, and in part 
destroy all the service that we are desirous of rendering 

A long sigh escaped Madame Gallia upon hearing this 
account ; then, resuming her gracious air, aha addressed 

" Come near me, nearer, nearer still. — You are my 
friend ; you, oh, yes I you are indeed my friend I — These 
gentlemen tell you that they are my friends, that they alone 
sincerely love me ; and yet how does it happen that they 
inspire me with not the slightest confidence T" 

At these words the doctors trembled, and their looks 



2o THE LTimJ TtMfLt. 

miiKifioD.tly informed the patient that the; were resolved 
she should either accept their attendance with a good wiB 
or by force. Madame Qattla sorrowfiilly regarded me. 

" See," said she, " how much I am altered :— once I was 
beautiful I" 

" Oh ! yes," interrupted I, " you were beautiful, amiable, 
irresistibly attractive : all the pleasures resided with you, 
eternally accompanied you. — The Russian, the Gorman, 
the Italian, the Englishman, even flocked to behold you, 
Mid those who had not seen you, expired with regret. At 



true, still your misplaced franknes 
peused with ; but what you advance is ansoiuiejy uuse, 
notoriously bo : — the lady was never better than she is at 
this instant ; her constitution is forming and acquiring 
strength every day : it must be allowed that she has not 
that air of frivolity which you seem so much to regret, but 
what she has gained is more valuable than what she has 
lost. Look around, and dare to say that she does not in- 
spire respect." 

" Oh ! I shall presently know which of yon is in the 
right," said the lady. (She raised her voice and called 
one of her attendants.} — " Province, bring me my portrait." 

" Which, madam t* 

" That which was punted ten years ago. Give me also 
my kIusl — Ah ! these two judges will doubtless terminate 
the dispute." 



„ with the various ornaments she formerly 
possessed. A mantle of azure spotted with flowers fell 
gracefully from her shoulders : the helmet of Minerva 
guarded her bead, and her countenance was lovely, though 
noble and commanding. — Her targe blue eyes were elo- 
queutly tender and beautifully contrasted with black arched 
brows. The portrait exhibited an air of satisfaction and 
serenity : at her neck was suspended a medallion, the 
painting of which was entirely effaced. 



After hjwuui vjewee! this, piatur o for some titoc tyith a 
sort of melancholy pleasure, TStadanu; <?uHia took up the 
mirror. Scarcely had. she cast bey. eyea upon it than she 
uttered a piercing shriek, and threw down the glass, which 
broke into a thousand pieces. — " Ah I I am sufficiently con- 
vinced, 1 * cried she, addressing herself to me J "it is you, 
you alone, who are my. friend." 

At this moment one of the physicians in laiine out his 
pocket- handkerchief drew along with it a cap, witch wag 
not the cap of llypocistes. Mndanio GaZlia. saw it, and 
h/W cries redoubled. — " Ah! sir," said she to me, "I fan- 
cied I observed a bleeding bandage." 

The doctors^ perceiving that their presence was not de- 
sired, withdrew, but their eyes, as they left the room, told 
me that I should one day pay dear for the preference 
which I ha4 obtained. When I was alone with the sick 
lady she recovered her assurance and a great part of her 
ayiUbleaeaa. 

" My friend," said she, " 1 have many thing* to talk to. 
you about. I hvrt night had a terrible dream, and I cannot 
conceal the impression it has made upon me : this little 
medallion, defaced with ink, has reminded, me of all my 
miseries, and retraces to my sight all the honors I so 
lately beheld in my sleep. 

1 Yesterday evening, when my cruel physicians left me, 
I fait an inclination to read, and I took up one of the 
newspapers with which my ears are daily stormed. What 
it contained filled me with apprehension ; i( was late ; the 
clock struck midnight, and my light suddenly became ex- 
tinguished, as if some one had purposely blown it out I 
aw not a coward ; but this event, though little remarkable, 
made a deep impression on a poor creature in my situation. 
" Notwithstanding it was dark, tear induced me to open 
my eyes ; I lialenedwith inquietude, I looked about with- 
out seeing any thing ; at length, I heard a rubbing against 
4te cwtama of my bed, something very cold touched me, 
a*d 1 plainly distinguished a, heavy sigh. I trembled 
every hmb, and soon fainted. How long I was in this 
state of insensibility I cannot say. When aroused from 
my lethargy, 1 was much astonished to see a light in my 
chamber j my bougie was however still extinguished, and 
the light which struck my eyes seemed to have no natural 
or known causa. 

" I started up, supporting myself on my elbow, and 



stored about me with ill the eyes I had, to discover the 
source of this mysterious light. Presently I saw the wall 
of my chamber suddenly open, though without the leant 
noise, and a phantom, which came from the aperture, 
approached Die. The terror that seized me did not pre- 
vent me from knowing it to be my father. Nevertheless, 
fear so far got the better of my tenderness, that I won on 
the point of crying out — ' Phantom avauut !' But I felt 
that I had not the power of articulating a single word. 

" The spectre sot down in an arm chair, and turned 
towards me. It remained a considerable time perfectly 
immovable, and fixing its eyes on mine, its looks pierced 
me to the soul. I continued also in one position, observing 
it earnestly. After a long silence, he thus addressed me : 

" ' My daughter, you suffer greatly, and you have still 
much to undergo : it is not in my power to assuage your 
grief — my heart will not permit me to aggravate it. Yon 
-o culpable, I pardon you ; I am not wholly fn 



myself. Too great mildness, too much weakness, a 
me neriectful of my duty towards you : neglectful. 1 1 
>t ignorant of them, I calculated tr 



your affection : being a father, it is not astonishing that I 
should not have believed my daughter capable of a crime. 
I repeat, I pardon you ; and from the abode where 1 am, 
disengaged from all mortal connections, my eyes are still 
turned upon you, my heart still offers up its wishes for 
your happiness. You are my daughter : taught by expe- 
rience, at length learn to be prudent, and hope for the 
best.' 

" Having said this, the ceiling of my chamber appeared 
to transform itself into a dome, and a man dressed in black 
stood by the side of the phantom. The figure of the 
stronger was uncommonly majestic ; he pointed with bis 
ringer to the summit of the dome, upon which significant 
signal, my father ascended like a light vapour, and was 
presently lost in a brilliant cloud : the man in black also 
disappeared, and I remained alone, plunged in thick 
darkness. 

" I then fancied myself transported into a gloomy forest, 
where I could see nothing around me but noisome insects 
and venomous reptiles, all of which ae — * ' 



discordant notes : the howling of wolves and the roaring 
of tigora I could hear at no great distance ; and frightful 
chasms opened beneath my feet. I strove to fly ; my feet 
slipped on human bonoa and skulls ; I fell over carcases ] 
and the monsters that pursued me, seized me with their 
claws, and began to devour me. I fainted for the second 

" Alas t my friend, it was only a dream : on awaking, 






bed surrounded by my cruel physici 
the : ■ -' ■ 



u t 1 again beheld the nocturnal forest 1 With 
what ha* since passed you are acquainted : judge of my 

After Madame Gallia had thus concluded, reflecting on 
the discourse of the phantom, I replied : — " Madame, 
forget not what your father said to you : be prudent and 
hope for the best. These few words contain your future 
destiny. A time will, without doubt, arrive, when you will 
bo delivered from the medical tribe who seem to vie with 
each other in raining your health. One man alone will 
tale your recovery upon himself." 

" Alas !" interrupted Madame Gallia, showing me her 
lacerated members, " reduced as I am, who will be found 
hardy enough to attempt such a miracle I" 

" Who shall attempt it, Madame ! why he, who, out of 
pure love for you, has already defended your property 
that your malicious neighbours presumed to invade." 

" Ah I what do you say 1 In the midst of the evils 
which overwhelm me, have 1 still left a protector 1" 

" Madame, till this moment I have made an open pro- 
fession of lying. Old. bird* are not caught vrUK chaff; ex- 
cuse me this homely proverb ; it is just,and explains to you 
in two words the motives of my dissimulation ; but with 
you, Madame, I fear not to use aincerity. I will tell you 
nothing but truth ; because it will at least be pleasure to you 
to hear it ; you who so long have been surrounded only by 
false and perfidious friends. I repeat it, then, Madame, 
in spite of your exhausted state, and the weakness of your 



i, you have still many resources 
dulge the hope, that the generous mortal who has embraced 
your interest, will snatch you from the clutches of the 
faculty, and that, instead of employing violent and irritat- 
ing methods to effect your cure, he will attain that desirobla 
object by removing, one by one, the cam« of your anxiety, 



Sy restoring your original gaiety, and, at length, by re- 
establishing peftce aild happiness in your heart. 

" A thousand successes already assure you of his talents. 
He is (he support of the weak, the father of the orphan, 
the consoler of tile unfortunate, and the terror of the 
wicked. Yon wffl one day congratulate yourself on having 
known him, and on having granted him your confidence. 
I am not ignorant that, till how, every step has been taken 
to Order to prevent him front seeing you ; but your daugh- 
ter, Lulttia, whose conduct towards you is not free from 
reproach, and, who, heaven be thanked, repents of her 
injustice, is impatient for his approach, and calls for hint 
with loud cries: all your children, (1 spea'k of those who 
hire preserved any sentiments of tenderness and huma- 
nity,) form the same wishes, and extend their arms to 
receive him. Hie day on which he shall assume the go- 
rerainent of your house, will be one Of the most glorious 

" Ah1 why is he not at hand then 1" tried Madame Ghtllia, 
raising her eyes toward heaven. " I am so deeply plunged 
in despair that I know not to what saint to address myself ; 
I have been stripped of all— even of my religion. The 
moat sacred things have been profaned in my sight; the 
scandalous vociferations of impiety have shocked my ears, 
and by a terrible mixture of crimes and sacrilege, while 
atheism has been preached up to roe, I have been forced 
to acknowledge the Supreme Being and the Immortality of 
the soul. Tormented by anxiety and remorse, I have con- 
suited my conscience ; but, alas 1 that bad no consolation 
to afford me." 

" Sneh upon every occasion has teen the conduct of 
yonr enemies. To destroy the physical part, they begin 
by attacking the moral. They formerly did the same with 
regard to your father. Yon will doubtless still experience 
some checks; but this MachiavBlism will not ho of long 
duration, and these very commotions will be productive of 
your convalescence — .yonr complete recovery — when your 
virtues will ippear with more lustre than ever. 

* The 'German, (he Russian, (he Prussian who admired 
you, shall fcent you with additional respect ; the Spaniard 
will be always Pattered by your alliance ; the Italian, be- 
come wise by the example of your misfortunes, will be 
faithful to you from -gratitude ; the Englishman even, the 
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proud Englishman, will lay down his haughtiness at your 
wet All your neighbours will be your Meade ; and when 
the peace that you go much desire — that they desire as 
much as you — snail be consolidated, he to whom you will 
be indebted for it, shall terminate bis glorious exploits, by 
confirming your religious opinions, by leaving you tie free 
exercise of the sacred worship o? your ancestors, and by 
restoring tranquillity to your conscience for ever." 

This, my dear disciples, was the last conversation that I 
had with Madame Gallia. Believing we were alone, I had 
exhausted all my -eloquence to encourage her, and to inspire 
her with the necessary fortitude to support her miseries 
with patience ; but one of the physicians, he in fact who 
hod let the cap fall from his pocket, had concealed himself 
under the bed, and overheard onr discourse. When I 
quitted Madame OalUa, he alily escaped from his hilling 
place and joined me at the bottom of the stairs, — 

" Yon are an enthusiast," cried he, his eyes sparkling 
with rage ; " your head is disordered, you too most be 
bled ; I will go in search of my brethren, and to-morrow 
you shall hear farther." 

Had the doctor at this moment been provided with his 
surgeons, and they with their instruments, he would cer- 
tainly not have suffered me to proceed, but have conducted 
me to one of the humane hospitals, where the operation 
would have been performed without delay ; but as fie was 
alone and dared not try his strength against mine, I had 
time to get beyond the Teach of the pursuits with which 
he menaced me. For nearly a month, my friends, yon 
"not whether 



Lave been ignorant of my e: 
I was dead or living ; it is to assure you of my personal 
safety that I have written to you from my secret any lam, 
and have explained to yon the cause of my silence. We 
■has), I trust, meet again when my predictions ale accom- 
plished, and when Madame (kdlia is at liberty to receive: 
me openly. 
That moment 

itlj 

ir lives and property : you see the danger \ 
hare encountered for once speaking tho truth. May my 
example, my dear disciples, moke you prudent, and pre- 
serve you from the epidemical dUmu- that has lately 
curried off SO many of our brave countrymen 1 — Farewell, 
Hiftolitl's VshjC 



N.B. Tha predictions of my brother have been realized : 
Madam!) Gallia has entirely recovered her health and 
beauty, her numerous physicians are despised, her de- 
fender is covered with glory, and the lovely Luttlia lie* 
faithfully promised to behave properly in futqro ; Madame 
Gallia now keeps a Qumeroua and very brilliant eonrt ; 
her neighbours every day pay her the tribute of their ad- 
miration, all her friends congratulate her and each other 
on her recovery, and, what must above every thing render 
her calm and contented, is the respect that wilt henceforth 
be entertained for religious opinions : she will no longer 
be forced to acknowledge the Supreme Being and the im- 
mortality of the soul ; in the same manner as, at certain 
epochs, the unfortunate wretches who groaned in prison 
were forced to join in the cry of liberty and equality 1 

I at length come to what concerns myself. The reader 
is pretty well acquainted with my father, he knows some- 
thing of my brothers, but what I am, what I do, where or 
how I have lived he is yet to learn. It is, rat thinks, high 
time that I should begin to talk to him of my exploits, of 
my lying career. My surname is already known, my others 
are Mark, Luke, Roc, Loup, Cloud. They savour a littie 
of the taste of my god-father, whose discourse was con- 
stantly confined to monosyllables. 

Is it necessary that I should rive my own portrait 1 
Should another undertake the task, ho would, doubtless, 
describe me little, thin, pale, round shouldered perhaps ; 
he would paint me with legs like St. Malo, knock-kneed, 
pigeon-toed, an unmeaning face, and the step of a clown ; 
but^ as 1 am desirous that the reader should conceive an 
advantageous idea of me, 1 shall make him a sketch ex- 
actly as I appear in my own eyes. I am tall, handsome, 
well made ; I have the countenance of an Adonis, the 
bloom of Zephyrus, the noble air of the Belvedere Apollo, 
with the force and majesty of Hercules, I possess a vast 
deal of ready wit, and a nover-failing fund of vivacity ; to 
which, after mentioning my insurmountable courage, I 
shall only add, in this place, that I speak my native tongue 
In its utmost purity. 

My youth was signalized by a thousand droll pranks : 
the time I passed at school was far from unpleasant ; I 
continued at the college of Faunae till I was eighteen. I 
obtained every prize, and was punished only once, which 
was for explaining to my mentor a passage of Hone*, 



which be himself could not comprehend. As Boon as I 
had become sufficiently acquainted with Greek and Latin, 
I abandniiBd Homer and Virgil, and read Bobvtuo-tt Onuot. 
It would be difficult to express the pleasure I received 
from that werk. I km so enthusiastically attached to it, 
that my very dreams were of voyages and adventures. 
OH Bias de Santillane turned my head entirely. 
■ " My resolution is taken," cried I to myself one fine 
morning, throwing my exercises into the fire, * I too am 
desirous of fame and of being the hero of a tale of 
wonders; I too wish to build a hut in a desart island, and 
to find consolation in the society of a faithful Friday."— 
Alas ! 1 burned to seek at a distance what I had every day 
at hand. Asses brains are no rarity at college ; and as to 
addled egga, 1 frequently discovered the head of a chicken 
in those composing the omelettes sent up to out table- 
But the idea of wandering on foot, on horseback, on 
mules, among mountains, in forests, in the company of rob- 
bers or bears, of savages or lions, to sleep hi an inn or 
under the canopy of heaven, on straw or in a tree ; to 
overreach muleteers, to be surprised by storms, to meet 
with shepherds and hermits, to be received and entertained 
in gothic castles or ruins ; to become preceptor, steward, 
secretary, minister, apothecary or physician ; all this, 1 
say, healed my imagination, and I could think of nothing 
but how to escape from school. 

This project required consideration. The porter of the 
college, who had obtained the name of Cerbrrt, was the 
true porter of the lower regions. Forbidding and incor- 
ruptible, money and civility would have been resorted to 
in vain. The walls of the building were at least twenty-five 
feet high ; in consequence, a leap would endanger my 



limbs. 1 had but two legs, both of wbiol 

to enable me to put my travelling plan into execution. 1 

recollected in the Spanish Novel, that a lover being 



iscd with his mistress escaped by a wiudow, i 
'"in cord. But hi 



s ignorant ; Robinson 
Crusoe formed one of linen ; but had 1 out my whole stock 
of shirts into slips, or tied one to the bottom of the other, I 
should not have provided myself with a ladder long or 
strong enough for my purpose. 

1 was one day walking about the court of the college in 



despair, ml 1 1 ill fl ■illniMin nf in iislmtinw I inn HIM 

alternately be leaven of Oil Slat and Aooinstm Orv*w, 
iu yoking the protecting genii of these hero™ who had 
Overcome BOOB miriode of o b stacles, tad absorbed in ■ 
crowd of confused ideas, when I suddenly ran my bead 
against a cart-wheel. This incident rooted me from my 
reverie. I lifted do my eysa ; rabbin*; my forehead ; but 
I presently forgot the pain occasioned by the bknr, on per- 
ceiving in the curt twenty or thirty empty wine casks, 
which ware about to be sontejed into, the country to be 
replenished. 

Without trembling myself with consequences, I climbed 
iota the vehide, oxanuned all round to find a oommodious 
situation, and at length decided to take np my quartern 
withinaido one of the casks ; but, alae 1 I waa no sooner in 
possession than I repented of h»y rashness : the bottom and 
sides of the vessels wore covered with thick dregs of a 
. reddish colour, which quickly dyed my face, hands, and 
clothes. I should gladly have quitted my post, had I not 
bean retained by the shame and the punishment that I had 
reason to think awaited me, and which it asemed to me 
impossible to avoid, when I should be forced to explain my 
conduct and the canoe of my disguise. 

A grain of self-love was added to my apprehension ; I 
ventured for a moment to thin* 1 resembled Diogemi, and, 
prond of imitating that philosopher, by ohusing a tub for 

my habitation, I determined to bear the riisafli imsblii 

of the dregs as wdl as its ailalic odour, and to keep np my 
eoungs let whatever might happen. "Providence," cried 
I, " my destiny ia in thy hands, I am resigned to it." 

By this time the cart was in motion, die axles creaked, 
the caaka rolled against one another, the carter smacked 
bis whip, and cried, ■ gee-ho," the horses paced the pave- 
ment of FaJaiee, and in a few minutes we were dear of tho 
town. The motion became easier, the vehicle being off the 
■tones, the jolta wsre less frequent and less violent. 

I had a little respite ; and it was high time, as 1 wan 
threatened with the most unfortunate fate of Eeaulus, 
O, GilBfan] 0, Robinson Crusoe I O, Diogenes ! thought 
I within myself, what would you say could yon see me in 
this situation I I had two hasps on the right side of my 
bead, three on the left, four on the shoulders, two dreadful 
bruises on the knees, and, to complete my misfortunes, my 
best grey silk coat was changed to purple. Purple ia 
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suitable only to kings. My nankeen breeches seemed as If 
they bad just come out of i dyer's tub, Mid ray hat, to 
judge by its form, would rather have been taken to belong 
to a cardinal, than to a poor scholar. 

What would become of me ! Where should I dare to 
show inysolf in such a uniform ! — Daring this monologue, 
the cart kept advancing and my sufferings augmented. HI 
accommodated as I was, I had still another enemy to com- 
bat, which was sleep. I felt heavy — intoxicated doubtless 
by the fumes of the dregs— and notwithstanding the psjn 
arising from my numerous contusions. It was difficult for 



„ It the farmer's 
habitation — * God be praised," cried I to myself, * I shall 
presently, perhaps, be able to breathe freely." The oart 
stopped, the horses were taken off and led to the stable. 
The farmer's wife came out of the house to meet her 
husband. 

* Hare you brought the money with you," said she. 

" Seventeen hundred francs," replied he. 

"Pray bestow your charity on a poor tame sailor, dying' 
of hunger," said a beggar standing near the farmer, but 
who had not been perceived by him till he spoke. 

" Are these times to ask charity I" cried the former, 
repulsing the beggar ; " away with you (Erectly, or I will 
let my dog loose upon you." 

The mendicant retired without murmuring ; the yard 



Sultan and Ctesar. Ralph let loose the faithful guards, 
went his usual round with them to see that all was safe, 
returned whistling to the stable, sod in about half an hour 
every tiling wae quitst, and the whole family gone to rest ; 
at least, observing no light, I judged that to be the case. 

My situation may be conceived ; and yet how was I to 
escape from it f Sultan and Cress* majestically strutted 
.i .._. .. ^ ^jjgrt of their snub' - " ' ' "■'*■■ 
le race of bull dogs, and C 

_ 'e above the middle si le ol 

the least noise their ears were cocked up, their monstrous 
jaws opened, and they assumed an offensrVe posture. If I 
* ' i such a pair of enormous giants they would 



doubtless ti 



M nu ltino mm.*. 

■uffooated, nothing was more oartain. Let me slay where 
I was or venture forth, death wM to be the reward of mj 
thoughtless enterprise. 

"All ! poor Luke !" said I softly, "you had better have 
been contented with eating addled eggs in college, than to 
have thought of seeking them in the inns of AndiJusia. 
Thou wilt pay dear for thy folly, depend upon it" 

Thus my sorrow began to attack me ; despair afterwards 
took possession of my soul ; I cursed the unhappy pride 
which had induced me to compare myself to Diogenes, and 
I. plentifully shed the team of bitterness and repentance, 
forgetting that that philosopher had never wept in his life. 

At last, fully resolved not to expose myself to the devour- 
ing tusks of Messieurs Sultan and Caesar, I endeavoured 
Only to diminish the painful constraint of my situation ; 
and I thrust my head out of the cask to inhale the pure 
air, of which I stood so much in need. The atmosphere 
was more serene tlian my heart ; the moon, obscured 
however by some passing clouds, threw but a feeble light 
on the objects around me. However, I could sufficiently 
see to lose nothing of the scene that was acting before my 
oyc.i, mnl which became a fresh subject of terror to me. 

From my position I overlooked all the exterior of the 
farm. At a little distance was a wood, and as I regarded 
it, my heated imagination conjured up a thousand phan- 
toms. — Each tree appeared to me a man In ambuscade ; at 
the noise of a screech owl, I fancied I heard the cries of a 
child whoso throat they were cutting ; the whistling of the 
wind through the trees, I look for the roaring of wolves ; 
(Ihavosiuce that time read Mrs. Itadclitfe's romances, and 
1 coufosa that I experienced, whilo in the shelter of the 
cask, all that she strives to inspire by her mysterious and 
gigantic descriptions.) 

My terror, however, was not at its height ; my knees 
refused to support me ; I was quickly forced to withdraw 
into my old concealment. The trunks of the trees became 
animated, moved forward, joined each other, and among 
them, I believed I could distinguish the poor Bailor who 
had been refused the alms he had solicited. My suspici 
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this moans I should prevent the murderous designs of a net 
of villains, save the fann and save myself, by ftrcing 
the gratitude of all those it contained. But the dogs 
— Sultan and Caesar — how came it that they had not 
smelt the approach of their enemies t Because Sultan 
and Cienar, sharpened by hunger like the generality of 
watch-dogs, which are fed very sparingly, had eagerly 
seized a piece of meat that the robbers had taken care to 
throw them over the wall : Saltan and Csesar, resembling 
two ambitious men, fiercely disputed the dangerous prize 
without foreseeing the miserable consequences of their 
voracity. — Death was already within them. 

The poison which circulated in their veins caused them 
a giddiness, which far from bringing 
" L ir culpable imprudence, seemed onl; 

jr. This fu ,. 
into convulsions. Alas I I had the sorrow to see those 
wretched animals expire on the very dunghill that had 
served them as a field of battle. 

Scarcely had they rendered their last sigh, when the 
assailants, who had awaited the moment of their death, 
scaled the walls, and endeavoured to find the means of en- 
tering the house. They were six in number, armed with 
Sistols and cutlasses : they began their operations by 
>rciug the bars of a window on the ground-floor ; and 
already congratulated themselves and each other on their 
prospect of success, faithfully promising to make a fair 
division of the seventeen hundred francs and whatever else 
they should take possession of. 

Indeed, I could not see anything to oppose them : no- 
body had heard or perceived them but myself, and what 
could I, without arms, bruised all over, and harassed with 
fatigue, what could I attempt I — the only thing in my 
power, and that doubtless of which heaven suggested the 
idea to my mind. — I cut, or rather sawed with a knife that 
I carried in my pocket, the cords which tied together and 
held hi the cart the empty casks. A dozen of them, at 
least, rolled together on the ground, and the noise they 
made waa such as to stun me for a while ; hut the effect of my 
thunder was to awaken the farmer ; who soon appeared at his 
window, calling out Sultan and Ctesar with all his might. 

" They are poisoned 1" cried I, encouraged by the success 
of my scheme ; " defend yourself — your noose is attacked 
by thiov es." 
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1 Hardly bad I p ron onaoed thaw iwda bsfaw several 
balls whuzed. fy ™- I took shelter belaud tim easka 
which atill remained in the cart, «ad waited till liu, family 
should eoma to raj ssGiuaacc. I ita» not loft long in auo- 
peoae ■ the farmer ran in bio shirt to cell his men, who, 
armed with pitchforks and stiver iMfruaumts, rushed ou 
(he villain!, who sonnded a retreat, knotted down four, 
and put the other two to Sight, 

As aooo an the victory was gained) the former, who bad 
great obligations to me, hastened tp where I was to enquire 
whom be was indebted to for bis safety, and by what fortu- 
nate circumstanoe J had betm so near bis premises at ana* 



The toner's wifa, eaaovraged by the shouts of (he eon- 
wserora, now appeared witb a light in her band. The sight 
of me produced the effect oif Heduaa's head : eiery one 
started bap*- with apprehension, imagining they bad to do 
with she devil, or some red hobgoblin. 

« In the name of heaven," added J, in * lamentable 
voiee, " dp not fawy me a supernatural being, hut afford. 

"Whoever you are," replied the fanner, "Ian indebted 
to yor for my own life, and perhaps fa* my wife's and 
children's. I shall never be able to return the obligation : 
nevertheless, tell me bow I ean eerve yon i" 

" Give me a lodging for the night." 

" Readily j — follow me." 

" Seme thing to cat— I can hardly stand." 

" Poor fellow | Quick, wife, bring out the best wa 
have." 

" And a fire to dry my clothes. ' 

" You shall tune other* — I will provide you with them." 

Accordingly I wag conveyed into the house, fear it l 



and aa I foresaw that interrogatories were about te aaaail 
me afresh, 1 requested my boat to conduct me to the 
anartmeat destined for toe ; observing te bin that I did 
not foal perfectly restored, and thai after oaring slept I 
should doubtless be more collected. 



Ralph showed me to a kind of loft, In wkii* a piir of 
sheet* Mid • woollen rag bad been previously spread over 
a quantity of iMv ; I did not, however, regard so 
minutely, but undressed myself and laid down, after wish- 
ing good night to Ralph, who, to my great surprise, serried 
off all my clothes, end looked me in, an if I had intended to 



myself* with the history f. had to forae far the following 

■ "steeped in *- - " ' 



Steep was so heavy upon me, that I did not trouble 
■* ' ■ ■ " ' ryt had to G * 



while addressing my thanksgivings to the God who pro- 
tected On* Bute, end who had already released me from an 
imminent danger. 

A. German author eelts Bleep, * me giver of good •" an 
appellation, in my opinion, highly suitable. When 1 awoke, 
it Waa with my strength thoroughly restored, and a clear- 
ness of ids** for whioh I returned tluui kg to " the giver of 
food ;*' but the "giver of good" bad not sBoured me from 
the depredations of the rata and mine. 

On opening my eyes, I saw my bed waa assailed by a 
formidable army of these quadtuptd*. Shall I say an- 
tipathy, or fear, made me utter i loud cry I I moved my 
arms and legs, in the hopes of e mding them scampering ; 
but they ware ao firmly astab ished on the woollen rug, 
upon whidi they war* treating, that all ray efforts were 

I then resolved to abandon my bed to their roerey. — 
Will it be believed, that far from appearing terrified at my 
movements, they pursued, and actually began dancing 
around me I In vain J called lustily for the fanner, 
Ralph, and the whole house to come to my rescue ; they 
were deaf to my voice ; I ooald no longer resist aueh supe- 
riority of numbera ; one of the rats, doubtless the chief of 
the bend, for he waa the greatest, the oldest, and the bald- 
est, having carried his effrontery ao far as to bite the end 
of my foot, I saved myself by jumping out of the loft win- 

And how ! I shall perhaps be asked. By the assistance 
of a thick cord attached to a pulley ; no unaomraon thing 
for a chamber which was move frequently a granary than 
a, sleepuu-roocn. J gently slipped to the ground, where I 
arrived without any other aoeident than two large Misters 
in my palms, occasioned by the) Motion. 



Scarcely lad I reached the bottom, when I heard loud 
bursts of laughter ; and looking about to discover from 
whom they proceeded, I perceived, near tfee door of a cow- 
house, a fat wench standing with her hands to her aides, to 
keep her from choking. At first I fell embarrassed : at 
length, however, I defied her raillery, and went up to her. 
She ran into the stable among the cows ; I followed her: 
in her hurry one of her petticoats fell off, which I took 
possession of : it could not weigh less than thirty pounds. 
That did not signify ; I was distressed, and without hesita- 
tion pat it on. Being by that means able to appear before 
my host and his wife in a decent state, I walked towards 
the house : on approaching it, I suddenly felt a smart blow 
applied to my back, just between the shoulders, and turning 
round to learn whom I was indebted to for such a mark of 
respect, I found it to be Ralph, who, having mistaken me 
for the girl of the farm, who was his sweetheart, had ho- 
noured me instead of her with one of his tender caresses. 

He asked my pardon : I asked him for my clothes. 



" like wine lees,'* intei rupted 1, turning away from the 
clown ; and taking down my clothes, about half dry, I car- 
ried them into a barn, where, with much labour and diffi- 
culty, I at last succeeded in getting them on. 

Offended by the laughing and joking of Ralph and Jean- 
nctton, little satisfied with the manner in which the fanner 
had thought fit to recompense me, by sending me to sleep 
in a loft infested by a swarm of rats and mice ; apprehend- 
ing besides a variety of questions which would necessarily 
oblige me to discover my name and family ; fearing, 
moreover, that I should uot lie with success, and in conse- 
quence be shamefully conducted back to the college, I 
formed the resolution to decamp without bidding adieu to 

One of the doors of the barn opened to the garden : I 
took advantage of this aperture, and collecting all my 
forces corporeal and mental, I took to my heels with such 
precipitation, that in about an hour I was upwards of two 
leagues from the farm. I had ohoaen a cross-road in order 
to prevent any unlucky meeting. 



As soon as I boded, myself sufficiently secure, I sat 
down at the foot of a tree to rest, as well as to consider 
what course I should take. The reflections of a traveller 
in an unknown country, without money, without food, and 
with a devouring appetite, will seldom fee of a very gay 
cast: What was to become of me I I was ignorant. Where 
was I going ! I was ignorant. Two tracts appeared before 
me — one to the right, the other to the left. 

" Let me think," said I to myself, rather sorrowfully ; 
" if I am to believe the assertion of certain philosophers, 
the left-hand road leads to fortune, the right to honour and 
Tirtue. Fortune I Virtue 1 — Here are two very opposite 

C" is : which shall I choose in order to escape reproach ! 
destiny of my future life, perhaps, depends on the 
choice 1 shall make. Faith, let chance decide it,— the 
gkort utrato shall determine me ; the longest shall be the 
right-hand road. Does not the fate of heroes and of em- 
pires frequently depend on the childish play of thort ttraar 
and set finger t" 

As I was preparing my two straws, a young peasant girl 
passed by ; I stopped her, and begged she would do me a 

" if you please. Sir," answered she, smiling, * provided 
what you require is not too difficult." 

" There is nothing more easy," returned [ ; " it ia only 
just to take these two straws between your fingers, and let 

" Two straws ! — —you are jesting, Sir." 

" Quite serious : on the contrary. 
I then informed her of my embarrassment, and the means 
I had resolved to have recourse to in order to be freed 
from it. She did not exactly comprehend all I said ; but 
readily complying with my request, she mixed the straws, 
mid offered me the ends to choose one. 1 happened to 
draw the shortest : that was the left-hand road. Shall I 
confess it 1 I was not dissatisfied with the short straw, to 
which I had inwardly given the preference, and I felt such 
a conviction of my future good-fortune, that in the hope of 
one day recompensing the young peasant-girl to whom I 
should in some measure be indebted for it, I asked her 
name and residence. 

" My name is Augustina," replied she, jeering a little at 
my curiosity. " I am the daughter of Nicholas Maurille, 



tt {faint Print, the Tillage that y mi bm In the 
bottom to the right" 

"To the right) I sat off by the left, and shall return the 
otfcor way — to introduce you a husband." 

« A husband* I shall wait for a good while If I ttay till 
you introduce him." 

" I will add a portion." 

" A portion ! a husband I" repeated aha maliciously ; 
" are you your father's child, young gentleman, ar are you 
the eon of our lord of the manor, who promisee a good hus- 
band anil a fortune to all the girls of the pariah V 

" He, donbtleee, requires something as an equivalent for 
Ms kindness. Farewell, Haw Augeaana Mwirille." 

"PareweH, Mr. Meteb. -maker." 

The young "Hager sontiniied her road, humming a tun*, 
while I took the left-hand road as fate had decided. 

I had not walked mora than a mile, before I dieeoranad 
a church spire at no gnat distance : stasples are the light- 
houses for the traveller. If he is fatigued, the hope ofiaav 
Firing shortly at a plese of rest and entertainment, give* 
him fresh strength sod Spirit* : If ha haa lost Ms way, he 
is thankful to heaven for having sent him a guide. The 
sight of the steeple ranted mo no little joy : hunger began 
to assail me, and without refleotii '* v ' ' 



single dolt, I anticipated the pleasure I should hare in 
enasfyiig my appetite. 

I had plenty of time to relish, and even to digest Ada 
ideal repast ; for, in proportion as I advanced, the cursed 
spire seemed to retreat : I was almost tempted to believe 
it one of those fantastic lights, the account of which had so 
often amused my infsney. 1 walked upwards of two leagues 
before I reached it ; but I thought myself amply recom- 
pensed for my trouble, when, upon entering the village to 
which it belonged, I found I was in a spot well known to em, 

My surprise and joy were such that, still fancying my- 
self the dope of a nattering illusion, I asked a peasant 
whom I met the name of the place. " Leovilld," replied 
he. " Tis the same — 'tis the same," cried I, shaking him 
by the hand as if he had -been an old at4uaintance ; and. 
pray tell me, my friend, do yoa know whether M. Pesner 



thee [owe this good fortune V 



Mo i a jarir Fsssier to * respectable and walttofonud 
nu, Grown grey mder the yoke of tJie magistracy, ho 
nod for several years quitted the police, and retired with 
hie daughters to an estate a± Ltsiviil^, which belonged to 
him, and where I had bean accustomed Id spend my holi 
day*. The goud gentleman was ray uncle, by my mother^ 
aide ; he loved me greatly! and bad taken gnat pains {p 
forward me in my studies. 

My cousins were the Jrne portraits of their father } 
amiable, mild, compassionate, replete wilJi grace, talents 
and wit. The eldest, named Klizs, bad a particular friend- 
ship for me, and had for boil* time taken upon herself to 
form my taste according to her own ideas. She seemed, 
above all, to find great pleasure in tracing out for my ap- 
probftti™ plans for the future. 

" You will one day lore," said she, sometimes in the 
course of our rural walks, "and it is that epoch of your 
life that will decide tie happiness or misery of your exis- 
tence. Avoid being too precipitate, or deceiving yourself 
on the tendency of your heart. Do not let it impose on 
you, nor seek a return to a Benthneot which never existed ; 
or if it did, wss too ephemeral to be regarded. Such con- 
duct, my dear cousin, would be the opposite of delicacy in 
an age when immorality wait not erected into a system, and 
when the defeat* of virtuous Jirniciples did not Seem indis- 
pensibls to promotion. 

"At present, a marriage is contracted, either becaoee 
self-love is flattered by it, or because it is expected to be 
productive of variety, or finally, because by relations or 
credit, the lady may contribute to her husband's advance- 
ment. Soeh is the foundation of the generality of matri' 

" And what are the consequences T The ruin of the 
credulous woman who finds herself deceived, and her last- 
ing chagrin on discovering (hat die has been abused by the 
man for whom she had sacrificed every thing, and on whom 
she depended for the happiness of her life. 

" This is the lot of virtuous and sensible women, who, 
judging others after themselves, cannot imagine vices to 
which they are strangers ; a motive with liberal minds for 

csnee itselfTsadi them to commit, and of which they be- 
come the victims Vy the depravity of the other sex. 
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* Never follow the pith traced by men of this deserip* 
lion I the perspective pleasure that they hold out to youth 
may, for a moment, prove irresistibly alluring ; but, when 
ut has calmed the passions, what cause to excite the blush 
of shame I How poignant must be the reproaches of con- 
science, for having received a virtuous education, and for 
having violated the laws of delicacy and honour ! — And 
what then remains 1 — false friends : for no connection can 
be real or durable, that is not founded on esteem and the 
most scrupulous integrity." 

Such was the prudent advice given me, and often repeat- 
ed, by my cousin Eliza. I listened to it with a degree of 
attention and submission that encouraged her to proceed, 
and I promised obedience to her laws. We were frequently 
interrupted by the arch Mary, (the name of my younger 
cousin,) who would run up to us, humming an opera air, 
and maliciously break off our conversation by forcing ma 
to spout with her a scene of Iphigenia or Zara. 

When As scene was finished, and Mary bad stabbed her- 
self in form, f was desirous of resuming the discourse that 
we had dropped ; but the little hussey would strive to pre- 
vent it by saying, " Do not attend to him, sister : he is a 
liar : he every year promises me a song, but I have not 
yet seen a specimen of bis poetical talents." 

My only reason for relating tflese particulars, was to pre- 
pare the reader for the gracious reception I had reason to 
expect on presenting myself at my uncle's : in truth, I was) 
treated as the only son and heir ; which would not have 
been the case had I confessed my desertion from college. 

When my uncle asked me to what my unexpected visit 
was attributed, I boldly replied that our professor, whose 
appointment we had celebrated, had given us all a week's 
holiday. 



fear of compromising the dignity ofmy character. 1 fblloWH 
her, and begged her to tell me the subject of her mirth. 
" I laughed at the week's holiday your professor waa m 



i playing s. 



s ipraiik, some heedlesa trick, and 

.e here to be sheltered from the feru- 
la or cat- o'-tiiue- tails. For my part, I am glad of it, how- 



ever it be : I was impatiently looking for the next holidays, 
and am happy to have this opportunity of showing you the 
progress I have made. 

" I can imitate the nightingale to perfection, I sound the 
horn witli my mouth, so as to deceive any one ; and 1 
mimic the opera performers much better than last year : 
I have caught even their manner of speaking through the 
nose, and their wind-mill gestures. Observe," added she, 

£ lacing one hand on her hip, and extending the other above 
or head ; " it is Achilles that speaks : 



" That ifl it exactly !" cried I ; "the very thing, my dear 
cousin." And in order to hear no more of the history of 
the professor's holiday, I gave a kick behind, to imitate the 
princess who throws back her robe which had got under 
her heels, and I replied with dignity and tenderness : 



I was about to be drawn into a long labyrinth of patho- 
lyric, when the amiable Eliza joined us. 

" Mary," said she to her Bisler, " you have been long 
enough amusing yourself with my cousin ; now let me talk 
a little reason to him." So saying, she drew me along with 
her ; but Mary, before she quitted me, whispered in my 
ear: "My sister is composing a romance, injhe style of 
Btioite .- doubtless, she wants to consult you on some chap- 
ter. She is an enthusiast. Adieu, cousin : prepare your- 
self by the evening for a scene of ventriloquism." 

I followed the steps of Eliza with the utmost docility, 
waiting for what she might have to say to me ; but we 
walked on for some time in silence, and it was not till w 
entered a thick grove that my is. 



T» HB9 #*HLE.t. 



company. Yon 

describe g something so consoling, so 



" Cousin, do you recollect my precepts on Iuyo I" 

" They are engraven on my heart." 

" Your heart I" replied Elian, regarding ma with a look 



of waribUity ; " an yoa acquainted with your heart I 
Cams, let as see : describe the situation of your heart." 

" My dear cousin, there are only two agreeable ways of 
passing my time : with yon, or thinking of you. During 
the night, when alt around me ifl hashed to repaee, when aS 
enjoys the calm which i» flown from my breast, I alone 
wake to reflect on you." 

** What astonishing sympathy 1 What resemblance, 
what similarity of sentiments I Ah, eonain 1 till now, I bars' 
been happy : all my inclinations tended to my felicity. 
Beloved by a father whom I rerere, by an affectionate sis- 
ter, by real friends, employing my hours of retirement in 
the cultivation of the vis, the source of real and ineffable 
enjoyment, what more had I to desire I Why is nothing 
on earth of permanent duration 1 Why in the heart a prey 
to agitation t Whence the necessity of love, i 



•a of all the miseries of life V 
This confession at ■dab a moment Onus, doubtless, ap- 
pear strange. After what Mary had told me jnat as we 
parted, and the nutation of Eliza with respect to the situev 
tiDH of my heart, 1 had thought it suitable to reply by one 
of (boas extravagant phrase* that we find in erery book, 
and in the ajouth of every lover : bat when I saw her bo- 



" Whence the assuseity of lore 1" 

ion, mnoosnt ae it wan, 
_ aingl* word by way of 
apology, I fell at her feet, eorered my (ae* with hat hands, 
an* bedewed them with my tears. 

Our situation grew more and more critical. Elina, who 
lad kept silent a moment to- give free Tent to her sighs, 
Mndly raised ma up, made me ait by her a* a mossy hillock, 
and overcame mo entirely by the following daWonne, to 
which, I confeiay I gave knplieft credit 

" When absent from you, my dear friend, everything 
that tended to alienate yoa ttom my mind became inonp- 



rattle : society wearied me : I fbwd myself IsobvM la 
midst of company t flw flattering lang -. .. . 

Hie Mnttplhnenta of politeness, fatigued II 
sion. Ah ! never did I s» fo 



10 homage she obtains from tfc 
file woman of sensibility is incapable of appreciating it, 
except tbe favoured object of her affections be pronoat. — 

Tn a word, my dear Sunt Prenx " 

" Saint Prenx. ! who do yon mean, my dear consul V 
Eliza, without noticing my interruption, proceeded with 
Increased warmth : 

"What hit to me to be thought pretty, if yen N* not 
there to hear it, and if your eyes at the same time do net 
■ ■ ' — a also! Admire how one sentiment, 



profoundly felt, annihilates all the tittle passions, and sub- 
lies every inclination that is not in perfect harino ■**- 

< Yes, dear Saint Prenx— " 



does every incdination that is not in perfect harmony with 
" ! Tea, dear Saint Pratt— — " 

"Saint Prenx again I But « 
mile." 

" Yes, those who make a crime of love, haTe oarer ex- 

dented its power : It 'ennobles the tool i it randars as 
er, and exalts us, as it were, ht oar own eyes. II makes 
uf" the authors, the treasures of the happiness of the being 
we love. Ah ! my cousin, my dear cousin I" 

" Leave me, quick, leave me I my imagination is inflamed, 
my genius is kindled, ideas crowd upon my mind — leave 
me, I beg of you : while I am in this favourable mood, I 
will finish the chapter that I was obliged to give up this 
morning." 

"Mar 
isanent! 
practising uponm. 

This little adventure stifled my passion in Its birth. In 
my vexation, I went to pay my court to my tmele : I fouad 
him in his study, occupied hi composing an harangue on 
fowling, and On the hippy life lad by those who amused 
their leisure hours in that sport. 

" Hearken, Luke," said he, as soon as he perceived ma ; 
" here is such a speech as yon never beard in your life. 
It is the true attic style." 

"What ami to understand by- that, n — *-*' 



" How < Cannot yon guess, yon who are a i 
In compoaing a speech, I mean to say by the 



that of which Aristotle, D<™ ostiums an J Cicero have giveu 
the precepts, the example and tlie model." 

My uncle piqued my curiosity by this explanation. 
Charmed to find an opportunity of displaying my erudition, 
and of acquainting him with my sentiments of the ancients, 
I answered him with energy. 

" You speak of Demosthenes and Cicero ! I will not take 
them for my guides : the worship which is paid to the 
ancients savours on superstition, and I am not idolatrously 
attached to them. Modern eloquence is also deserving of 
altars, and, perhaps, merits the preference." 

" What is Demosthenes I A man in convulsions ; an 
orator preposterous in every sense of the word, who mills 
the people by his violent expressions, and by means of ex- 
aggeration obtains their applause. Cicero was a little more 
reasonable ; that is, he was less fiery : his eloquence is 
almost throughout musical : it consists of studied phrases, 
and, consequently, smoothly turned ; of choice syllables 
ending in e, sometimes in um : there is a harmony in it 
that pleases the ear, while the heart remains cold and un- 
affected. Did Cicero ever draw forth a tear 1 It must bo 
allowed that he is a profound reasoner ; a great logician ; 
but an orator is something very different. It is true that 
lie pleads before the senate, and the senate is not the popu- 
lace led by Demosthenes. 

"Having, therefore, more difficulties to overcome, he 
required more art than the other. For this reason he was 
oonsummate in his mode of employing, as there might be 
occasion, his flowers of rhetoric He interluded them in 
his orations, as an embroiderer in her work. To please by 
variety, to avoid all Hint could shock nice minds, te charm 
and mislead : such is the aim of Cicero. He speaks to the 
eyes, Demosthenes to the ear, two very dangerous talents ; 
but they do not form an orator. If the oratorical art were 
confined te that, the embroiderer, without knowing how to 
read or write, might, by chance, obtain the superiority." 

While 1 was speaking to this effect, my uncle distorted 
his features, shrugged up his shoulders, and seemed little 
satisfied with my opinion. 

" I see," said he, " that yon have been tampered with 
by proselyte of the new school. You are the first that I 
have heard declaim against the ancients, and it can only 
be because you are too young to appreciate them at their 
real worth. Nevertheless, the old style is more in vogue 



quality cannot close tl 

"That, may be suitable enough to old women, who would 
vainly strive to shine in Die modern, bat who, in the bot- 
tom of their hearts, are grievously enraged to find them- 
selves, in spite of all the auxiliaries of art, always ranked 
among the ancients. Trust me, Sir, they are dying to be 
in the fashion, that is, modernized." 

■ An evasive answer, and highly worthy of your inex- 

As I saw that my crack began to take filings seriously, 
and that, crrcutnsOuicrd as I was, open rebellion would 
ruin, I gave way by degrees to Ms opinion, l&e a crafty 
child that earemes his nurse, when he finds he Cannot bide 
her ; and I listened to hie harangue. 



MY UNCLE'S HABANGTTE. 



GSirnmrHi, 

■When, during nhre mouths of the year, the pnpil of 
Themis has night and day devoted himself ta the labours 
of .his profession, his head, like an ardent furnace, burning 
without consuming, feds a want of repose. It resembles 
those famous reptiles whose element was fire ; or those 
celebrated personages who, in the midst of devouring 
flames, were as much at their ease ae if they had been 
stretched on beds of flown : astriking image of your situa- 
tion, which, however, would eondnde by reducing you to 
annihilation, were it not for the periodical arrival of the 
vacation, no less necessary to your minds than the aliments 
which support their fragile ewvelop. 

" Come, then, moment so ardently desired I Magistrates, 
quit your robes, your studies, your boots, 'those somnifer- 
ous papers, the solicitors, and the noisy declamation of the 
bar, come, and listen to the warblfo;; of the feaftiered race, 
that flocks from all the corners nf the esrth to invite you 
to repose and pleasure 

" Methinks 1 see you, like chihlrcn, whose candour and 



« possess, pacing your gardejia with 

the strides of a giant, cultivating Ihom, clearing them of 
destructive insects, pruning with taste the branches of JOnx 
trees, and, provided witli a lit instrument, skilfully nian- 

Xi, covering your walls with verdant foliage that Pomona 
rna with her gifts of purple aud rosy hue, inviting the 
eye to contemplate, the baud to gather, and the mouth to 
.taste them. 

" What a delicious picture would that he which should 
represent, on one side, the magistrate clad as a shepherd, 
sporting in the midst of fruits aud flowers, and enjoying the 
amusements of innocence under cover of the shady grave. 
On the other, Chicaue in a state of fury, tearing his hair to 
prevent him from being seized and overthrown. 

say : • This is not the field of combat, abominable monster, 
more terrible than those that existed in the burning sands 
of Africa, or in the fantastic imagination of the poets, fear 
the balance of Themis ; the sounds produced by the con- 
cussion of tier scales, shall be (o thine ear more dreadful 
than cannon or thunder.' At these words, Chicane alarmed, 
rith rage to see all the inhabitants of the earth, 
', and the waters, running, bounding, swimming, 
and flying, becomes eager to concur to the pleasure of his 
adversaries, and voluntarily sacrifices himself to expiate 
his former guilty conduct 

" What a ravishing picture, gentlemen ! Worthy of the 
pencil of Ponsain, were he alive ! with what striking fea- 
tures would he paint the wrath of Chicane ! Why have I 
not myself the lungs of Stentor to give you an idea of the 
discordant cries, the yella which he uttera — 1 But let us 
■ leave these gloomy descriptions, to trace the delights of 
innocence and tranquillity, the pleasures of early youth : 
ah ! why does not that return with them ! 

" More diligent than the early dawn, the magistrate in 
his morning dress has already traversed the plains, enam- 
elled with the humid breath of Aurora ; already her tears 
have penetrated to his feet, already the perfidious gin has 
enchained the inhabitants of (he air, who from sleep have 
passed to slavery, the slavery of death, and tranquilly it 
pose in the nets of the unfeeling spoilsman. 

" Thus the magistrate passes the day in his umbrageous 

._„,. .„ :..,..... ..... ... u:_ Js-jjuion as be was vigilant in 

iparture he lays new snarv* 



.V,:i'p"inj 



retreat, as intent upon 
his duty. Before the 
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for the sylvan inhabitants ; he sings the rustic air, and at 
Hie sound of his voiee the plumed tribes are attracted by 
curiosity of which they presently become victims, 

" Sometimes in the middle of a thick bush he places a 
trap artfully constructed ; sometimes with the agility of 
the squirrel ha springs to the summit of a tree, disposes 
his lime-twigs, and spreads them on the boughs most likely 
to ensnare the game. He perceives the sun which can 
afford him but half an hoar's light to pursue his pleasures. 

" Peace 1 silence ! Gentlemen, hold your breath. — The 
critical moment is arrived that summons the vocal band to 
their leafy shades, and eagerly perching on the glutinous 
twig, they fall one upon another : their various cries an- 
nouncing their distress, form the most inharmonious con- 
cert, and, shrill and piercing resounds in the forest, like 
the sobs and bewailinga of the besieged in a town taken by 
assault : strange spectacle, that thus resembles in miniature 
the horrors of war ! 

" The magistrate quits his concealment, and darts upon 
them even as a vulture : he takes them by handsful, and 
without vouchsafing them a hearing or giving them a trial, 
they undergo the irrevocable sentence. The jay, the pie, 
gossiping like a verbose advocate ; the owl, whose claw 
resembles the hand of an avaricious attorney ; the wood- 
pecker, who counts the blows with which he strikes die 
tree he selects, as a scrivener the words of a roll of 
parchment, — all fall beneath his hand ; after which, he re- 
s to Ins hiding-place, to perform the butt act of tikis 



r into the snare prepared for them by the a 
magistrate, they augment his capture, his triumph and 
glory. 

"As a recompense for his toil, he hastily sets apart 
safflownt to furnish him an excellent repast : the different 
dishes being seasoned by hunger, are delicious, and dis- 
appear like lightning, as soon as they are brought forward I 
he quenches his thirst by long and repeated draughts ; the 
dessert arrives, he would speak, relate his exploits, but he 
can only bring out a few unconnected words ; fatigue has 
enchained his tongue, Morpheus does the same by his 
sense*, and, without perceiving it, he sinks into the arms 



'• HmMMK) Vertarana* nnpirae, atttiek by the chyiin* 
blasts, the prewwaws of winter. The meadows, clothed 
with a robe of silver at die epa«™ce rf the taruy and idle 
AMW^ihnwawflwfcamhutiWoffatapte-aw* Adieu, 
*e worlds and the plains! adieu, the pipe and tlie shepherd 1 
(fritting his erawh of irytuui the line, I now behold tlu 
magistrate sobered mm giory and iaanbi sensed on the 
throne of Themis ■, sensed with respect aad admiratioa, I 
hold my peace, and my attenee princes that I hwi dam. 
Diai." 

It was high tin*, for, like the fatigued magistral, I was 
a*o«t to sink ints we arms of Morpheqa. 

"Well!" aaid my ancle, " your opinma on Hut trifle t" 

" Sublime 1" [ had comprehended eeereeiy the third of 
it: " I distingaished peaeegeB of Homer, Virgil ami Horace 

fait." 
"Ton tneah," returned my Uocle, " pas sag es worthy of 

those great men !" 

« That is what I intended to say ; and I confess that my 
prejudice against me ancients is weakened." 

The chapter m* the ancienjhj appeared inexhaustible i we 
Were still on die subject, when an elderly lady, covered 
*ith rouge and diamonds, entered the room. At the faght 
Of her, my antipathy to Use ancacnm rerired, and carried 
tne so far as to make me neglect the usnal form* of polite- 
ness. My uncle took notice of my ill manners { for he said 
to me with a look of disaatiafactiBP ; " What m yon think- 
ing of, Sir 1 make your bow to Madame de Ctmrtmasi." 

Abashed at this reprimand, I bowed, and looked so 
ridiculously, that the lady took pity of mo, and gave ice a 
pat on the cheek to encourage me. 

™ Is this your nephew 1" added Bhe, addressiiig herself 
to my uncle. 

" Yes, madam," replied he ; "a podantical booby totally 
without polish." 

" He will be polished in time, depend on it, Sir ;— your 
age, young gendeman I" 

" Eighteen, madam." 

" Eighteen ! — Heavens I what make and dupe ! — Why, 
my dear sir, he is absolutely a man." 

At this exclamation of the lady, I was unable to contain 
myself, and ran oat of the room bursting into a loud laugh. 
I know not whether my uncle apologised for m 
but the following day, and i ' 



Oturtcauui again, far from repraeeh ing me, aba treated me 



ier ; by which I w 
y chews to 



that I abandoned my checks to her shrivelled hand, which 
honoured tliuu now Bud then with a gentle tap aa further 
Broom of bar partiality. The time of my pretended, holb. 
day was <m the point of eapiriag, and I had not yet pro- 
vided forth* fsW euoafa,wlusi, standing *1 the door of ray 
■nvsle'a house, 1 saw adwuwug towards me, a roan with a 
packet of letters in his hand. 

" Pray, doe* tot U. Pekeer live here t" said he to me, 
taking out one from the packet. 

« Yes, I am his nephew," replied I. 

" la your uncle at home, Sir 1" 

"Hoia." 

H I am in great baete, Sir i I have several miles to go ; 
will you he kind enough to deliver him tliii letter i" 
' ft r ee Jla rtaftT wa T W r" 
n the evening aa 1 return." 
^ir continued hia road, while 1, chancing to 
it my eyes oat the, direction of the letter, vaa seised with 
a sudden trembling) an diBOQwirmg it to he in my father's 
hand-writing. 

" There uau be no doubt," said I to myself, " bat that 
this letter contains my deem. If I gin it to my uncle, he 
will he informed of my pranks, he will lie offended at the 
falsity I bad told him, and I shall lose hie friendahipi a* 
well aa being shamefully turned out of his doors. Before 
mj oonaina too 1 This nflient would he insupportable : I 
could never submit to it" 

All the while I wan, making these reflections, I was walk- 
ing furtbei and further iroia tlnifcousu: I turned the letter 

med whether- there was no mode 

la withoat breaking the seal ; bat 
sr WM i arrived i« a place of aafsty, 
that ia to say, at too. greet a distance to be perceived, than 
I opened the fatal billet.— IV was to (ha following effect : 
" My dear brother, 

This la to inform yon that take has left college 
without the permission of his roaster. He is gone off, and 
nobody knows what ia become of hiss. Aa you have always 
given him a kind reception, perhaps be has chosen yaw 
WeaM»phui«of»e*ufe,a^deaotvedyounysQinep]au- 
Mtfr nuaehond.. £eN*M it he so, hit coavinot must, doubt- 
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less, excite toot anger, as Mb flight bu already done mine. 
In the name of the interest that you have always taken in 
what concerns my family, if yon have granted my son an 
asylum, restore him, instantly you receive this, to a sense of 
his duty and his fault : should he prove deaf to your admo- 

him be sent back to the college, bound hand and foot, and 
properly guarded. I expect this service from your known 
friendship. 

Macaidk Hushes Veric." 

" Bound hand and foot 1" cried I, tearing the letter into 
a thousand pieces, and precipitately taking to my heels ; 
but suddenly stopped, upon recollecting the abruptness of 
such a proceeding. What was to hinder me at least from 
bidding adieu to my uncle and cousins !— nothing. The 
messenger was not to return till the evening, for an answer 
to the letter he had brought 

This reflection induced me to take the road hack to the 



entered it, considerably agitated, though I did my 
appear tranquil ; and wa * 
my uncle and his charming c 
" Luke, where hare you been I A parcel has been brought 



■i appear tranquil ; and was about to take leave of 
3 and his charming daughters, when he said to 
lave you been I A parcel has been bn 
for you in your absence." ■ For me !" " Yes, it et 
from your father : I fancy it is a coat and some linen he 
has sent yon. Go and see : they have been pat in your 

I answered not a word ; I had not the power to speak ; 
but proceeded to my chamber, apprehending that my uncle 
had been apprized of my evasion, and had taken this step 
to secure me. There was, however, a parcel upon my 
drawers, which I hastened to open, and And out what it 

Could I believe mj eyes ! Who could have made me 
Ouch presents 1 — a scarlet coat, edged with a narrow gold 
lace, waistcoat, breeches and stockings of silk j a shirt with 
laced frill and ruffles ; knee-buckles, shoe-buckles, stock- 
buckle, all of silver ; muslin neckcloth, cambric pocket- 
haudkerchief, a cocked hat, in the first style of fashion, and 
pumps of- goat's leather : nothing was wanting to this 
charming dress, but the addition of a sword, to make mn 
be taken for a nobleman. 

While beholding with extreme joy these superb articles, 
I could not believe they were intended for me. "It moat 



ib opening one of the handkerchiefs to admire the 
nneness, 1 observed ■ note drop out of it which I caught up 
with eagerness, and on opening it, discovered the solution 
of the enigma. It was aa follows : 

H Unfortunate young man ■ 

(What am I to expect from this beginning t though 1 1-) 

, with- 
out being greatly affected. 

(< My misfortunes !' — I looked at-the back of the letter, 
still uncertain whether it was addressed to me. It was 
directed to The little Scholar of Falaiie College. The words 
lUtlt tchotar rather mortified me, and I read the remainder 
of the letter with less pleasure.) 

" I cannot conceive that you intend to return to college, 
which you have quitted without permiaaion. You are 
young, inexperienced, and will soon be friendless ; for you 
most not calculate on your uncle's protection after ho shall 
have been informed of the cause of your visit. Humanity, 
therefore, imposes it on me as a duty to take you under 

" Follow the plan I am about to trace out to you, if you 
would escape the misery that otherwise awaits you. Re- 
pair to Paris as speedily as possible : the parcel that I send 
you with this, by a band on which I can rely, will enable 

Jou to appear in a suitable manner, by setting off your 
gure and your understanding. 
" You will take up your residence at the Hotel it Nor- 
nandie, rue dt Ihrtatpic, and stay there until you are made 
acquainted with the person who interests herself in your 
destiny, and to whom you will one day owe your advance- 
ment. From the step I have already taken, a step which 
to any other than yourself might seem imprudent, I have 
reason to depend on your delicacy and your silence. Hy 
future favour shall be proportioned to your discretion. 
Yet, or no, is the only answer required from you. An 
elderly woman will be waiting at seven o'clock this evening, 
by the willows, near your uncle's gate ; you may confide 
to her the billot containing your decision. Fidelity, sin- 
cerity, constancy, and truth. ■ ■ ■ J* 



while it exists. BtHM I what sragth 

■d»o elaj** WSire I am M^MMWW 
a wae has sbiakM b» witt ke f **»! 



_ . , ,t I muuedimiiiiwiit, uuwd, petrified 

with, what had befallen we : recovering, however, from Hits 
sort of lethargy, I blessed again and again the short straw, 
ks.1 without knowing to whom I was obligated, I hastily 
wrote the following reply S 

" A ilorabl'. 1 - and adored woman, taielardivinilY,gu*rdJ»a 
angel, ya, I abandon my destiny to yoar fosteaiiig protec- 
tion : yw t you shall be to me the divine fire that the son 
of lapetus and Asia stole from Jupiter to animate mankind. 
But, alas! why eMfleel from saw the benefiaeat hand which * 
has wrared the heeling bahn ee> the mmits at wy hear* 1 
' "Yet however great the laflaf yen have kiaatty adminis- 

licted, though with a, aeu> that H 
wflfingly- support while it or* - " ** 
of tune is destined te ~ l 
with the 1 

Whoever you are, goawass or mortal, i will foitaw yom » 
the utmost limits of the earth ! I will Dorrew (he winajl at 
learns, to reach yen m Cay m a ns, «r the voiee of Orehees, 
to match you from the rentow of Philo. i will this instaM 
act off, and by the end of the week I shall be at the, Atrial 
rie Norntandte. 

M«nc, Lcke, Hoc, Loop, Clous YkbuC." 
It was only two o'clock in the afternoon when I IiajJ 
finished this billet, and 1 should not be able to dispatch it 
till die evening : ray lather's messenger was also to call 
again in the evening, and it became necessary for me to 
arrange my batteries accordingly. However, before 1 
began my journey, 1 longed to anew myself to uiy cousins 
in my new clothes, and to prove to them bow much a inan, 
ia indented to hia dress- 
In oooaeqaence, without loss of time, I set about the 
alteration. Alaa 1 1 was presenUy convinced that if the 
present were intended for me, I had never been taken 
measure of, and that somebody else bad already had the 

honour to wear the ( 

were ee abort and se 



from landing upright : the breeches did not reach to my 
knees : fortunately, the waistcoat had more length than 
falaess ; md. I remedied the latter delect by letting it out 



behind wMi my knife * bat wtmn I came to jmt on tin 
scarlet coat, my face assumed the colour of the etotft : the 
cuffs were at least nix inches above my wriBtp, and the 
akh-ta extended not mare than half way down my thighs. 
I tried for gome time in nun to put a handkerchief into 
my pocket, and could not effect it, at leant, without making 
the most Tie-lent contortions sod risking the fracture of a 
rib : aa to my cocked hat, I was obliged to carry it under 
_ my arm, it being too small jn the crown to stick on my 
bead anyhow, 
I was m this situation, suffering ma rty rdom, undecided 



stairs to reach tfco dining-room, and I was little tens than 
» quarter of an hoar in getting there, so much caution was 
necessary to prevent me from breaking my neck. 

At every step I took, my glossy pump turned as if it bad 
been on a pj-rot, and my breeehes cracked fa a arrifring 
manner. This torment was not the only one I had to 
nndergo i I experienced one much greater upon appearing 
beforo my comma. T, however, had the fortitude to join 
them in their laughter : but 0, ye powers i what a laugh 
was mine ! I should have preferred being in the belly of a 

" Yon are Tory smart," said my uncle, making signs to 
Us dsnghters not to ridicule me. 

" I was desirous of surprising yon, uncle, and J hare 
succeeded better than I intended ; sinoe I am surprised 

f my younger 



In sitting down. What was my situation, when, endeavour- 
ing to place myself in a chair, I heard a dreadful rent, and 
saw my handsome silk br o oc he s give way in such a manner 
as to, put me much more at ray ease than I desired to be. 



gained my enamour, tnat X neara noEine onnssoi musj 
which involuntarily escaped my eaeaine, and even 
grave nnete himself. The totter, finding 1 did net re 
So toner, sent it op stain: I ate- not from appetite, 



merely from precaution, igiioraut >" what quarters I should 
have to pass the night. 

Thus, after having put my stomach into a state to sup- 
port a three days' fast, and replaced the silk breeches by 
those which Jeanneton had washed for me, I directed my 
steps to the spot which had been pointed out by my un- 
known correspondent, where, being arrived, I waited until 
night should cover me with her mantle. Oh, night ! Shall 
I in this place make to thee an invocation ! Alas ! of what 
service would it be to me to borrow the pencils of Tasao or 
DelUle I It is not an amorous spark that thy veil is about 
to protect, but the flight of a miserable scholar, already 



The history of the breeches had cast such a gloom on 

my ideas, '' " * " ' r " 

hesitated s 



my ideas, that on the appearance of the old woman, I 
' ' — ! time whether I should deliver her my 



' epistle I bad received. The hope of 
advancement however deluded me : I accosted die mes- 
senger, and showed her my letter: she seized it without 
saying a word, and disappeared in an instant. After which, 
turning towards the road leading from my uncle's, 1 cried : 
"The die is cast," a " li sel off at a brisk pace. 

I walked for two hours at least, and not meeting with 
any habitation, I began to think my lodging would be iu 
the open air, when the sight of a wretched inn dissipated 
my fears, and induced ma to halt. I knocked for about 
twenty minutes at the door before any one answered mo : 
at length, a voice asked me what J wanted. 

" A bed," said I. 

" We have no beds here." 

" A handful of straw will do, so as I can be sheltered 
from the cold that pierces me to the bones." 

■ Turn to the right, into the yard : you will find the 
■table at the lower end." 

" I thank you." 

" Good night" 

I accordingly entered the yard, and opened a door at the 
lower end. " This is not the stable," cried 1, stopping my 
nose ; I opened another, several trusses of hay convinced 
me I was right, and I threw myself down, little troubled 
about the morrow. 

The next morning, on awaking at day-break, I could not 
help laughing on contemplating the miserable hole in which 
I had enjoyed such an excellent Bleep, and tMaU og of 
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Mademoiselle Augustina Manrille, to whom I had promised 
a husband and ft portion, I shook my feathers, and m 
about to proceed in my journey ; but my swelled feet would 
not enter again the pomps that I had taken the precaution 
to pull off before laying down, and I was therefore obliged 
to travel barefoot, until I should be able to accommodate 
myself better. 

I passed the second night in an excellent inn ; a good 
supper, good wine, and a good bed conspired to recover me 
from my fatigue ; but, when the moment came to reckon 
with my host, I was forced to confess that I had not a sou*. 
" However," added I, " here is a pair of silver buckles : 
find me an honest man who will purchase them, and I wilt 
nayyoo," 

A jew, who happened to be present at this conversation, 
took the buckles from me, weighed them in his hand, and 
offered me a fouw for them. I was on the point of con- 
cluding the bargain, congratulating myself on having so 
readily met with such an honest man, when another man 
who was drinking at the next table, suddenly came up to 
US, examined me from head to foot, and taking the buckles 
from the hands of the jew : " Keep them," said he to me, 
returning them ; " Monsieur Oramdorge, (that wsa the 
name of the innkeeper,) I will pay the gentleman's bill." 

The host made a low bow, and the jew retired, grinding 
his teeth with vexation. I asked the stranger to what I 
was indebted for his kindness I "Sit down," said he In 
the most friendly manner, " we shall soon scrape acquaint- 
ance." Accordingly, I took a seat beside him, not without 
feeling some anxiety : he forced me to drink, and after 
several toasts, he thus began the conversation : 

" Sir, you are, doubtless, going to Paris t" 

■ I am, Sir." 

" It is the resort of all the learned, of all men of letters." 

"And of all sorts of rogues, I have been told." 

" There are of both kinds. But your physiognomy tells 
me that yon will not increase the number of the latter." 

* The physiognomy Is frequently deceitful." 

" I know it ; nothing so strongly resembles an honest 
man as a knave. But the jew that offered yen a lov.ii far 
your buckles has not a deceitful face : it may be seen what 
he is in a moment And you, sir, I pretty well goess what 

"Deign, sir, to explain yourself." 



"Siry whnteve* yen ma^ ikiaib ef a**, f have, read a patS 
deal in my <in>e." 

" The rending of good work* fctW ^e taste sad MtwptM 
(he discernment. For •xanajjie, I have sees bete in hiiiory 
and w— mass i ttw d partraitn af peeta : they are all of 
the same colour. So that I am certain of nH being sua- 
taken i I can smell a past a< hnsdred aulas sfl." 

" What » the motive of thin pleasantry 1" 

"The. motive! Yen shall kuuw ; I am One steward of 
on eld baron, whose ofcatawi is at * little distance front 
beneei his daj g hl o r is to be named w-J»y, to ayouag. 
Mh who is to become a financier, and who, wb are told, 
will have a considerable fortune. The father ' ' 



friend M Faunae- su whom I depended ; ha was aiueh. 
esteemed ai tb* place aa a singer, tile clerk of Muasieur 
(iroadnrd, the attorney ; but I knew, oat what has, happened 

between hita and his mister 1, 

" Yesterday, eapocung to Sod my young frieml in lua 
office, I saw there tha lawyer's wife in tears, and the biuv- 
baud raving about something ar other like a madman. 
Whatever it was, it did not noocern ma ; 1 da sot meddle. 
With ether people's »»4iir6, but I understood the singer wan 

MiTTwanur the baron, I was. a good deal embarrassed., la 
bv way back, I stopped .here to take mine refreshuiout 1 
my whiskey in all ready, and we will, if you please, depart 
instantly." 

" 1 conclude from what you say, that you take ma tm ■ 
poet." 

" It was inipeauble I ahoild be deceived. Your ingesii- 

of fire | and then, between ourselves be it said, yonr travel- 
ling on foot, without money. — llati 1 Confess that poets 
seldom, travel otherwise. Chants nantta porta, said Alcibi- 
ades or Sooratee, I forget which, that journeyed in the 
TUT way. In my youth I understood Latin, I even made 
sonnets in the style of IJmaarrcaiaT ; but since I have ap- 
plied myself to agriculture, and have the management of five 
or six. farms, I can only be compared U tee shcuherd 
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in the country, and loses by decrees ow'i genua and 
imagination. Tyyre ta jwnttra recuoonst mi fe^sune ,/ooi. 
O [ here is the whiskey : step in, sir." 

"Step in, I my, yon will be welcome at my lettl Urn 
baron's eftWeaw, I will answer for it — He ha* not the honour 
of receiving a poet every day a* Ilia table : be will owe the 
pleasure of your acqurtBtaooe tn me." 

Perceiving that the steward would tain do denial, i 
mounted his whiskey, and to eonvraoe Mb of the infallibility 
of his judgment, 1 recited wit* emphasis several verses that 
occurred to my memory. 

" Ah, ah !" exclaimed this original, enchanted at the 
specimen I gave him of my talents ; "do I understand 
physiognomy or not 1 Gee upl" added he, applying the 
whip to his horse, who, knowing he waa going home, 
willingly inereased his pace ; and to some purpose, for one 
of the wheels, unable from age and long use to liuar the 
repeated shocks it received (ran die rough road by this 
Increased velocity, flew nrtn shivers. The carriage waa 
overturned together with us into a ditoh ; the steward, who 
happened' to be uppermost, almost crashed me by toe 
weight of his body ; yet kept crying oat and groaning as if 
he had broken n limb or two at least. 

Though I suffered mnoh mora than he, I contented my- 
intf with cursing the frail car and my officious Macaws*, 
When we came to ascertain lite injury we had reoeived, 
■we found it was confined to slight contusions, and being 
ensured that we were safe and sound in other respects, we 
anhamessed the horse and proceeded on oar journey, alter- 
nately riding and walking, our steed not having been 
accustomed to carry double : the fractured vehicle we left 
in the care of a peasant who chanced to he passing, and 
who was known to the steward. 

We had stilt fear leagues to go, and as the equestrian 
could only keep pace with the pedestrian, our progress wan 
necessarily tardy. We at length] however, arrived at the 
cfatsas, when my conductor nnd the misfortune to find 
that the nuptial benediction had been given m his absence, 
and that the company were just about to sit down to table. 

He excused himself as well as he could to the baiuu, 
relating the accident which had o nca signed hia delay, and 
presented me M has you»g man whose talents la had so 



highly boosted of to his master : after which, leaving dm 
with the baron, he went among the servants to give his 
orders, and preside at the preparations for the entertain- 

I asked hie lordship's permission to pay my respects to 
the new bride : he ushered me into her presence : she was 
pretty ; her countenance announced a good understanding. 
I stammered oat a compliment, which, although it wanted 
common ssnso, wai thought sublime ; bo much had every 
one been prepossessed in my favour. 

The guests whispered one aaother, and beheld me with 
a sort of respect J I even heard an elderly woman say to 
another next her, he ia a poet. This word passed from 
mouth to mouth ; I blushed, which was attributed to my 
modesty ; the bell gave notice that dinner was ready, and 
happily released me from this embarrassing situation. 

I will not say the number of dishes that covered the 
table ; perhaps, indeed, I should vainly havn attempted to 
count them : the wine went briskly round ; the baron set 
the example, and the company were not alow to follow it. 
I retired when the dessert was brought in : my evasion 
was perceived, but no one would seem to observe it. Every 
one concluded, that at my return 1 should produce a dith 
of my own composition. 

In truth, my motive for leaving the room was to stroll 
into the pari, and patch up a few verses, which were-' indis- 
pensable, considering the expectation that had been formed 
of roy abilities. They did not wait long for my rs-appear- 
ance : I happened to be in the vein, and, self-love apart, I 
considered my production as passable. I returned with an 
air of satisfaction and triumph, which presently fled, when 

going to resume my place, I found it occupied by whom I 

by Madame de Courtonasi. If I was astonished at this 
meeting, she appeared equally so. The familiarity with 
which she addressed me increased the consideration I had 
previously acquired. I every moment dreaded lest she 
should expose me ; but it will be seen by the sequel that 
she had her reasons for behaving with circumspection. 

Oar conversation turned upon indifferent subjects : I 
learned that she was an old friend of the baron's, and that 
as she was leaving the country for some time, she could 
not pass his house without calling to congratulate him on 
bis daughter's establishment. " And you," said she to me 
in a low voice, " what are yon doing here 1" 



" I am exercising a profession which I never dreamed of 
till this morning : that of poet." 

ft We shall see how yon will acquit yourself." 

At this moment, I was pressed to sing. I made several 
difficulties ; such as a alight cold, the weakness of my voice, 
and a thousand others in use upon the like occasions : the 
entreaties were, however, persisted in, and I sung to a 
favourite air what I had been composing, but which I have 
not the vanity to think deserving of insertion in this place. 

My song was allowed to be momttinu pretty, vaeliy gay, 
and w/naafu&y well sung : I was overwhelmed with 
praises, the toast went round, and the steward, swelling like 
the frog that fancied himself an ox, was incessantly whisper- 
ing the baron : " My lord, I am a connoisseur in poets." 

My head till then had been so wholly occupied by my 
verses, that I had pud little attention to the numerous 
audience before whom I had essayed my muse ; in a word, 
I had not perceived the treasure by my side. 

" Your song is charming, sir," said a voice as sweet as 
it was timid : "if I did not think I should be imprudent, 
I would beg the favour of a copy of it." 

I appeared to awake from a dream : I turned my eyes 
to discover from whom these celestial sounds had pro- 
ceeded. What did I sec t — What a shape ! what beauty ! 
what a mien ! what grace ! — And such a combination of 
charms had been so long overlooked by me ! 

" Ah, Mademoiselle !'" answered I. blushing like a school- 
boy as I was, "how much better should I have been in- 
spired if . 

T found that I was about to talk nonsense, and therefore 
stopped short with my compliment. My prudence was not 
lost upon the young lady : she smiled, and added, not less 
to my satisfaction than to my astonishment, that since I 
was acquainted with her aunt, (pointing out Madame do 
Courtonasi) I might deliver the copy she requested to her. 

I was going to commit a second piece of folly, by quitting 
the table for the purpose of instantly making this dear copy, 
when a little man dressed in black, and his head shrouded 
by an enormous peruke powdered like a bishop's, detained 
me by the arm, told me that he also had composed a song, 
and that he was happy in an opportunity of giving it to the 
company, in the hearing of such a judge as myself. I 
feared that it would surpass mine, and deprive mo of tho 



suffrage of tlie amiiitto Ainelina, the name of the young 
beauty who had condescended to applaud ray essay. 

However, it was necessaty to coucealmy vexation, and 
to oppose fortitude to fortune : I even pressed my brother 
poet to favour us with a specimen of his talents. The 
assnmbly that had listened to me with the greatest pleasure, 
had not so much complaisance for my rival. He had gone 
through three or four verses by way of exordium only, 
when a servant came in to say the musioiang Were ready in 
the ball-room. The company rose spontaneously, and 
hastened out of the apartment, crying, Ifken thejiddla 
play, dance away. 

For me, perfectly at ease as soon as 1 had heard my 
fellow-candidate begin, I should have willingly wished him 
to sing for a couple of hours ; [or I had found means to 
engage the lovely Amelina in an interesting conversation ; 
and f had many things to say, still more to hear, when we 
were thus obliged to separate. I had, however, learned 
sufficient to give birth to a hope as tender as it was flat- 
tering. 

Amelina de Vaudoncour had lost her parents, and with 
them, a great part of her fortune : there was hardly 
enottgh to nay the pension of a convent into which her 
aunt was desirous she should enter, but where she had no 
predilection to be buried alive in the bloom of youth. 

" To wean the aunt from her cruel purpose is a bold 
enterprise," said I to myself ; "it is, however, to me, per- 
haps, that tho honour of bringing it about is reserved. My 
efforts will not displease Amelina ; and who knows that 
her hand may not one day be the reward of my labours I 
Madame de Courtonasi is conducting her niece to Paris i I 
also am going to the capital : courage ! the aspect of circum- 
stances is too favourablo to be neglected ; at least, an at- 
tempt is well worth making." 

This resolution being taken, I sketched out my plan on 
the spot, and joining Madame de Courtonasi, bade her 

" Are yon going to your father's !" said she, giving me 
a look of anxiety. 

" Nt), madam ; I am expecteo, at Paris, and the fear of 
being kept here longer, determines me to depart without 
taking leave of my lord the baron." 

" You are quite in the right," replied she, suddenly as- 
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Burning an air of gaiety and satisfaction ; "you are hero 
among strangers, who treat you with distinction to-day, 
and who may importune you to-morrow : it is better they 
should regret your loss than grow tired of your company ] 
and I am so much of that opinion in regard to myself, that 
I and my niece are going to set off directly. Pray, young 
man, how do you travel t" 

* On foot, madam.* 1 

" On foot ! — poor fellow !" 

Madame de Courtonasi held her tongue, but sighed pro- 
foundly. I flattered myself she was about to offer me 
a place in her carriage, but I was deceived : I assured 
her of ' my respect, and I left her pretending to shed 

The idea of seeing Amelias again in Paris, gave me on- 
usual strength and activity. I ran as if a mile bad been 
the extent of my journey : hut, scarcely had I got clear of 
the village, when I heard somebody behind calling out to 
me to stop. On looking round, I perceived the steward 
mounted on an ass, which he was belabouring with all bis 
might, in the hope of being able to overtake me. This he 
effected, because I halted, when he employed all his elo- 
quence to induce me to return to the chateau. I was proof 
against his persuasion, 

" In that case," added he, " yon will secept this slight 
mark of acknowledgment that my lord the baron has desired 
me to deliver to yon. These twenty-five iovit will keep 
you from having recourse to any more jews to supply ycor 
wants on the road." 

" Money !" cried I with pride and dignity t " his lord- 
ship does not know me : I cannot suffer him to pay so 
dearly for such a trifle." 

" What will you then accept V 

" His friendship and yours." 

" Young man 1 these sentiments do yon honour : you 
will prosper, depend upon it ; I predict yomr advancement. 
Awn sacra fames 1 every one would not be so scrupulous. 
I will carry back your answer to my lord the baron ; and 
I can venture to assure you beforehand, that in what- 
ever circumstances vou may find yourself, h# will afford 
you his protection. Farewell i a good Journey.*' So saying, 
the steward mounted his nag, and I continued my road. 

"I n satisfied with my behaviour," said I j " but I 



would willingly give all that I am worth, for Amelina to bs 
acquainted Willi my disinterestedness." 

It will be imagined that I reached the metropolis on 
foot : no suoh thing ; that mode of travelling terminated 
with the first poet. A berlin drove up and stopped there 
to change horses ; I approached the carriage to observe 
whom it might contain, and remained immoveable at the 
sight of Madame do Courtonasi and her charming niece. 
Providence or Love ! to which of you do I owe this fortu- 
nate accident t Amelina seemed as much struck as myself 
at our meeting ; but, her aunt observing me silent as the 
god Te rminui, presently drew me out of my ecstasy. 

" Come hither," said she, holding out her hand t " wo 
were looking out for you." 



others maliciously notice that they always tr 
I am desirous of avenging the honour of the whole body, 
by taking yon to Pans in my berlin. It may be easily 
supposed I did not wait for a repetition of thia invitation i 
I was presently seated between Amelina and the indulgent 
lady. The carriage set off at a great speed, and in twenty- 
two hours, we arrived at the abode of tho gnat family. 

Delightful journey I why could I not make the tour of 
the globe in the same manner 1 Amelina, young and inno- 
cent, had never yet seen the metropolis, and the various 
objects of attraction and seduction it contains. Brought 
up in a retired part of a distant province, my dress had 
not appeared ridiculous to her, nor my address awkward. 
She hud considered my song a master-piece, because she 
had heard nothing ^better in all Normandy i she looked 
upon me, in short, as a prodigy o( wit and undorstanding, 
because she had never listened to the jargon of your young 
men of fashion. But now she is in Paria, in that city 
where all Is sublime, incredible, I had just reason to fear 
the comparison she would not fail to make. 

"Alas!" repeated I from time to time, "did Amelina 
but know of my recent disinterestedness, she would judgo 
me under a point of view less brilliant, perhaps, but cer- 
tainly not less favourable. She would esteem tho qualities 
of tho heart alone, and even at Paris, I should no longer 
apprehend anything on the score of comparison. 

Madame de Courtonasi conducted me to the Hotel dt 
Nm-mandie, where I had told her I was to go ) but my joy, 



my transports can hardly be conceived, when I saw the 
dear aunt herself slight thcru with Amelina ; when I heard 
her order an apartment for them and for me, whom aha 
called her relation ; and when I felt Amelina preen my 
hand to testify her satisfaction at this unexpected arrange- 

" Lucky short straw 1" eried I to myself once more, " it 
la to thee all this good fortune is owing. And you, charm- 
ing Augustiua Maurille 1 you who decided my destiny, you 
•hall not long wait either for ■ portion or a husband." 

A little circumstance added to my felicity. Madame de 
Courtonasi received a letter from the old baron at whose 
chaie ou I had performed so conspicuous a part, in which be 
spoke of me in the most honourable terms, and mentioned 
my noble refusal of Ms offer of twenty-five Juuri with which 
he had incowidtrably thought of repaying the pleasure he 
bad received from my company. 

" But," continued the lady, who appeared enchanted at 
this proof of my delicacy, " he is unwilling to be outdone 
in generosity. The baron is acquainted with your situation, 
and has requested me, in case I shoold meet with yon in 
Paris, to advance you the sum of a thousand crowns, (I 
protested against accepting this second offer), aa a loan 
only for present service : it would now be impolite to ra- 
" ' i you may repay him when the state of your 

, a herself having 

pressea me not to run tne risk of offending the baron, 
whose disposition was as irritable aa it was generous. 



10 of 

a presently introduced in all 
societies, I learned to dance the newest steps, and made 
verses' on the pretty women ; the pretty women extolled 
my talents, and all the Lucea were desirous of enrolling my 
name as a member. I frequented tbe theatres, I judged 
pieties without hearing them, I spoke of music without 
knowing the gamut, and boldly declaimed against Ohtek and 
Gretiy. Their works will never descend to posterity, criod 
a crowd of pettii maitra, who passed their time In ogling 
the actresses ; at which I could not avoid saying to myself [ 
» Tbeso fellows are certainly branches of tag f dimly.'' 



m m dim toner. 

• Obi wliat a number of ralatiotB shall I find in this good 
aity of Peris 1 every street-corner plastered with yellowy 
green, red or Woe, (Mint* oet the abodes of a ' 
ud cousins. Two Mud dootom una 
naflhtsnt remedies for Ih—tahh. Sii 
sellers advertise sii hundred new works, tn 
poetry, dramas, — ill of the mot aliasing titles, (audi, for 
iustanra, as Tkt Lginff Fam/Of,} and sack of those works 
possesses as originality, an laterest, a style which cannot fail 
to amuse, affect or charm the reader ; nevertheless, nooa 
paying a Visit to several of iny cousins the bookseller*, I 
do not find one that does not complain of the badness of 
bade, and of [the impudence of authors who impose- tbeis 
trash up™ them. 

I also went to see my eouBina the proprietors of lottariua. 
Th*y were all provided with what hi necessary to tempt; 
■educe and beggar their easterners. Their signs were 



h ribbons, and beau of gold Issuing fro . 
imaginary horns of plenty, forshig thoey* to contemplation, 
the heart to desire. 

I saw men clothed hi rags, bring thither the fruits of 
their labour, what they had literally earned by the sweat of 
their brows, and fall lifeless with want at the aide of the, 
tern- of plenty, I raw rich inifividmls, already tuo favour. 
Mas of fortune, mlui considerable soma in hard cash, hi 
exchange for the bare possibility of being still richer ; and 
a thousand others of the same stamp, stake their fortunes 
en the strength of the nocturnal wanderings of their empty 
heads. Yet, will it be believed 1 while I pitied these mad- 
men, I imitated their example, I pat my hand in the wheel, 
and drawing out the numbers i, 20, and 22 r I paid for my 
shanoes, end carefully put the ticket in my poeket-book. 

A thousand brilliant ehimaras filled my imagination un- 
til the time of drawing : on the numbers I had chosen, en 
rather which fortune had presented me, depended that 
husband and portion of Aagnstma Maurille. I carried the 
treasure to the feet of Amehns, who loved me without 
treasure : I advanced in the world, was surrounded by tha 
glare of Imjrory : I obtained places, rank, dignities, honours, 
consideration, the esteem of the rich, the benedictions of 
flu poor, sad, in short, I was the happiest man alive. 

While thus buoyed np by illusion, my thousand crowns 
were not arrived at an end: I had not yet seen the bottom 
of Una bag, as the saying goes, having still noffluieut left to 



procnre ms friends, th^t sort of n?ler*^ vrnose friendship t> 
as solid as the remedlse of my cousins the doctors wen 
efficacious, nod as the publications of my QOusbs ths book- 
sellers were amusing. 

One day, I suffered myself la be conducted by them to 
the hazard table. First miracle 1 my friends were ruined, 
and I ruined the bant Hy friends were enraged : three 
of them talked of Mowing their brains out : for me, I 
quitted the den, smiling at my success, (I was gainer eleven 
thousand francs,) and promising never to tempt fortune 
again in the same way. I have kept my promise, that is 
one truth ; I have forsaken the society of my friends the 
gamblers, that is another ; and I congratulate myself every 
ntebt at I go to bed apon these two resolutions 

T was at ones prowl and ashamed of my riches ;aduuned 
of the source from whence they had sprang, proud of hav- 
ing triumphed at the expense of such virtuout characters. 



Now, being unable to impart my joys to Amelina without 

' fhe same time confessing to her the cause, or ral' 

e means by which it had arisen, I kept wholly si 



IB subject ; and placing my 11,000 franca in the At&at- 
de-PUli, I secured a small income for old age, although I 
was then but nineteen. 

Two months had elapsed since my arrival at the Hotel 
At Sormd/ndU I 1 had, during that space, made consider- 
able progress "in the heart of Amejina, her aunt over- 
whelmed me with kindness, the convent which was to 
deprive me for ever of the dearest object of my thoughts 
had not been mentioned ; T flattered myself that Madame 
de Conrtonasi, suspecting my sentiments for her niece, was 
not dissatisfied with our attachment, and only waited till 
time and my prudent conduct should justify her approba- 
tion, to consent to our anion. 

One morning, reflecting on my situation, on my love, 
and on the atlaoca so long preserved by the person who had 
written me the anonymous letter, I was recapitulating all 
my means of attack and defence, when Madame de Cour- 
tonasi entered my chamber, took a seat by my aide, and 
<aald to me with an air of seriousness which terrified me : 

" My young friend, I have something of the greatest im- 
portance to reveal to you t I wish to know your sentiments 
on • certain point, and your happiness depends on your 
aincerity." I remained mote with surprise and appruW. 



'0 TUB LIIHQ FAULT. 

" Lnke, yon have never Bpoken to mo of a letter which 
you received while at jour ancle's, and in which you were 
advised to come to Paris." 

" Here it is, madam !" was my answer. 

"And you have never suspected who was the writer of 
this letter !" 

"Never." 

" Would vou bo glad to know the person who took each 
an interest in your fate I" 

" I should be happy in an opportunity of teatifyinjt my 
gratitude to her." ^ 

"Luke!" continued the lady in a tone the most tender 
and affecting she could assume, "she has observed that 
yon possess a good heart and excellent qualities." 

"She has judged mo, madam, with a great deal trfmduj. 
gence." 

" Yon are more solid than young men of yonr age usually 

" If so, madam, it is owing to your advice, as well as to 
your example." 

" She loves you." 
,. HiS^U* '" mterru P< e 'l I- "Ah 1 madam, hew a* 
bghtftu i, this communication I it transports me ! itelevates 
me above myself. I am beloved, and it is from your mouth 
I bear the rapturous tidings; I, therefore, can no Ion™- 
doubt of my happiness. Pardon me," continued 1, fallW 
on my knees and bathing her hands with my tears «pa£ 
don me, madam, I have been culpable, extremely culpable, 
lor having concealed from you the state of my heart, but it 
was respect, it was love itself that kept me silent." 

" I will not blame this timidity ; on the contrary, it.ln- 

BreHea your claims to my friendship ; but rise, Luke, and 

hsleu coo ly to what I have to say. I am a widow, free to 

disposo of my property as I please." 

" What kiud.iess, madam I" 

" Your father is not rich, his large family puts it out of 

his power to provide for you as yon deserve j but I ," 

" What kindness, madam !" 
Jw?/'/"™ 1 the first moment I saw you, resolved to 
contribute to your establishment. It was I, who engaged 
you by an anonymous letter to repair to Paris, the phU 
where real merit is distinguished." P 

" What kindness, madam I" 
« It was I, who, informed of your noble proceeding re- 



spooring tho offer of the baron de It— my relation, nude 
use of his name to force your acceptance of a small mm, 
by means of which yon have been enabled to make a suit- 
able appearance in company/' 

" What — what — kind — kindness, — madam I" 

" What 1 hare done, Is trifling in comparison with what 
I still intend to do for yon." 

" What kindness, madam I" 

"My niece enters a convent to-morrow. 1 * 

« A convent 1" 

" The day following, I will execute a deed which shall 
convey all my property to you after my death/' 

" What kindness, madam 1" 

"You shall be my husband." 

" What— kind— kindness, madam 1" — (I was petrified.) 

" You are young, very young ; the world will blamo my 
choice, I know it ; but, to enjoy happiness, one must be 
above vulgar prejudices. I have informed your father of 
my intentions.; here is his answer i he consents to every 
thing ; he approves an alliance by which he feels himself 
honoured, and he places your destiny wholly in my hands." 

Had a thunderbolt struck me, the shock could scarcely 
have been greater. Amelina in a convent ! this misfortune 
was the first that it was important for me to prevent In 
consequence, wishing to gain time, I replied, as if by celes- 
tial inspiration : " Why should we so soon lose the society 
of the interesting Amelina t Why, madam, should she not 
be a witness of our union, of our felicity ) I conjure you, in 
the name of that pure fritndthip you have expressed for 
rae, and of that r&peetfitl timidity which increases my claim 
to it, do not send away your niece until the altar has ro- 

" I confess I shall part from her with pain : I readily 
consent to your wish, my dear Luke : Amelina shall be a 
witness of our felicity." 

Here the conversation closed. Madame de Courtonaei 
left me, and for fear that she should take it into her head 
to return to the charge, I went out to consider, far from the 
Hotti de Nurmawiie, of the means to parry the most dire- 
ful blow by which I had ever been menaced. Miracle the 
second ! Walking along ithe imvlevardt of the temple. I 
heard a man crying with all his strength, Here la the li*. 
tery list 1 Who buys the lottery list I' I took out my pocket- 
book, examined by turns the list and my numbers. — a, I 



*» ffn unw runr. 

hwlil- M,Iliavoit!— BajIhmveR! Bravo 1 aBmrifcd 
.and thirty-two thousand livres I — Mr joy ia too much for 
■am, lured like a maniaa Amehna li pine i — I run, I 
fly back to the Hotel de Normtmdie. 

The aunt ia absent ; I find my dear Amelina, alone in 
fear apartment t I throw myself at bee feet, I embrace her 
knees, I commit a thousand txteavaganofm. But the mora 
absurd my actions, the more dignified and reserved ia 
Amefina. 
■ Are you come here, sir, to insult me in my unhappineas 1" 

" No oaths, sir ; I should take them for fresh ontragea." 

" Bnt in pity, suffor me to Speak, to explain to yon ,* 

" All explanation ia useless i I am resolved to quit the 
WOrld, and to-morrow." 

" To-morrow, my dear Amolina, yon shall become my 
wife, my inseparable companion." 

" This irony, air." 

" Yon torture me : I am ainoere : to-morrow yon shall 
be mine. Fortune has seconded my wishes ; I am rich, 
immensely rich. Here is your portion — 182,000 livres, 
afi, all is yours, too happy if you trill deign to unite your 
fate to Dime.'' 

" I am unable to comprehend you. — Your marriage with 
my^aunt." 

" She is gone to her notary." 
" I will go to mine." 
" You will provoke her. 
" We will appease her again." 
" I shall never obtain her con sent." 
" Yours is all I desire." 
* You hope it in Tain." 

" Sums me to manage the matter, and I will engage for 
success, without making you fail in obedience to your aunt." 
" It may be so : I will not be your accomplice." 
"But you will pardon the culprit" 



•Never (ear it t . . , rj .._,. 

By this time Madame da CourtonaM returned, and read 
to oa beth the draught of the deed mat she had been to 
fetch from her notary. "Tijie evening, my dear Luke, a 
«Urk will bring the original lor us to sign. Chi, take tout 



HmoAf j tt*d ft ore* carefully, mdtt>ra«*Ml»nyaR«^ 
Uon, let me know, and it shall be mode." 

I accordingly took away the paper ) tnrt, Instead of re- 
tiring with tt to my chamber, I ran to another notary, who 
Immediately prepared ono similar to it, in which he substi- 
tuted tho name of Ameliaa de Vaadoimow for that of 
Olympadc Covrtnnati, and the seventeen of the amiable 
niece, for the fifty-two of (he ridiculous aunt. I afterwards 
gave my instructions to my notary's olerk, who was not 
incorruptible : he understood me perfectly, and promised 
to be beforehand with bit brother at tho Hotel in the 
evening. 

On my return, I found a grand dinner provided, at 
which the good aunt had invited three gentlemen who were 
to witness the contract. Scarcely was the dessert brought 
on the table, when my clerk arrived. At die sight of him, 
the amorous lady brightened up with joy, while the gentle- 
men drank to the health and felicity of the parties. 

Amelina. was silent, but her looks were expressive of the 
anxiety she underwent : for me, I trembled every limb, 
fearing that the entrance of tho second clerk might ship- 
wreck ns in sight of port. At length, the reading of the 
instrument commenced : " TM» Indenture — " ■ Never 
mind the formal part/* cried I, "come to the material at 
once." " We the vmdersigncd—.'' Then followed the names, 
age and description of the husband, such as Madame de 
Courtonasi had thought fit to describe me ; the rest was 
omitted by my urging the clerk to come to a conclusion. 
I signed baldly, my aunt followed my example, and our 



Provided with these essential testimonies, I presented 
the paper to Amelina. : she grew pale, I thought she was 
on the point of fainting. 

" I shall not feel myself absolutely happy, Mademoiselle," 
said 1, " if your sanction be not added to this treaty." 

Amelina resisted : her aunt pressed her, she at last took 
up the pen, I directed her trembling hand, after placing it 
at the part where it was necessary she should sign ; this 
charming name was at length inscribed, the clerk ran off 
with the deed, and I embraced my bride. 

Severe critics ! austere censors I you blame me 1 you 
accuse me I— What have I done I what you have applauded 
a thousand times at the theatre, I have made use of the 
plot of a comedy to conclude my memoirs. Such is my 



7* TUH LTING I'AIMLY. 

bolt I Bat what is a comedy I a romance. What is a 
romance 1 ft comedy. Hiss me, if you like it ; 1 shall at 
least have the consolation of not hearing your hisses. 

Did not the aunt richly merit the punishment she met 
with t A woman of fifty-two to think of marrying a youth 
of nineteen! You would not have suffered such » marriage 
on the stage, neither ought you to have Buffered it in these 
memoirs, the Only aim of which was to amuse. After 
quarrels, reproaches, anger, fury, and high words in abun- 
daneo, we hate •erne to an accommodation, Madame de 
Courtonaai, cow mj aunt, has pardoned us ; Amelina, who 
has read but few dramatical pieces, finds my plot txcarively 
Ingenious- Augusiina Maurilte has received the husband 
and portion I promised her. I have been perfectly happy 
since the year 1789, the epoch of my marriage, and of the 
revolution. In a word, I every morning return thanks to 
the tKort itrtta, which conducted me into the road of 
fortune. 

If a chimney should not fall on my head, if a carriage 
should not run over me in the streets of Paris, if a quack 
should not poison me, I shall, doubtless, live long enough 
to encounter a fresh train of adventures, (he recital of 
which will occasion no small pleasure to the friends of truth 
and probability. 



G<x, s lc 



THE 

LIFE OF MY UNCLE, 

WITH HIS PORTFOLIO. 

EXORDIUM. 

HY Undo Michael, after hiving hemmed tliroo several 
times «ith the [gravity of a senator, addressed us in the 
following words : " My dear nephews, you see in me a 
memorable example of the vicissitudes of fortune. Some 
particulars of my life you ore already acquainted with, but 
of the greater number you are still ignorant. I have seve- 
ral times promised to give you a succinct detail, and am 
now about to fulfil my promise : I request your serious 
attention. In ;caae you have any reflections to make on 
what I relate, speak boldly : I have always loved truth, 
especially when it Is not too dry/ 1 

At- these words, my unele paused awhile, and thus re- 
sumed his discourse. 

Birt/i o/ my Uncle, and nil juurney to Paru. 

" I was born in a little town of Burgundy. My father, 
who was a notary, sent me when very young to a boarding- 
'school ; where, according to custom, my progress iu Latin 
was rather slow. I received boxes on the ear, and whippings 
In abundance, and, strange to say, they did not forward me 
a jot. My father destined me for his profession, but ,a 
peculiar attachment that I early discovered to finance, 
baffled all his views in that respect 

" Seeing that I was not calculated to shins as a notary, 
he at length judged it best no longer to control my inclina- 
tions. At the age of sixteen, it was resolved to send me 
to Pari", as a fit place to develop my financial talents, and 
where nlone T could hope to derive somo advantage from 



"H/ toddler' Opposed this design i itr/ (affifr, at bomb 
quence, persisted m it mora strongly i the good man was 
naturally tenacious, and could not bear contradiction. Tlia 
time being fixed for my departure, I took leave of a]' 



relations and acquaintance i my vinits occupied me three 
days, and these three days appeared to me three centuries. 
I waa impatient to quit a spot where my hours had dragged 
on so heavily, and where I had not ovon formed the least 
inclination to any one of the other sex. 

" It was on a Good-Friday, at five o'clock in the morn- 
ing, that I was stowed in a higgler's cart. My whole baggage 
consisted of six shirts, three pairs of stockings, and acouplo 
of cravats, tied up in an old silk handkerchief. Aa to the 
rest of my wardrobe, I carried it all on my back : I could 
have said with the philosopher Bias : Omnia fnentm porta. 

"Tie mad waa anceodingly roagfc : I was jolted so In* 
oessantly and with snch violomoe daring die ten leagues wo 
had to go, though we were twelve hours going them, that 
by the tune I arrived at ray journey's end, 1 *as In liasil 
from head to foot nahisusv and could with dirficnlty cuj. 
mount from the vehicle. 

"We reached Anxerre about eight o'clock in the evening , 
and went to take up our abode for die night at toe sign of 
the flying fish. I nude but a moderate supper i my father, 
who read almost every treatise o~ — 
appeared, and who had by that m 
ledge of lie Bel prodme, had a 
slenderly, t possessed in all, and for all, 

value of six livres eaoh: it required si _ . 

make that mm bold oat until I should arrive at Paris : this 

" After having eaten a couple of herrings and drunk half 
a, bottle of sour wine, I retired to my chamber, my. 

■-"■ - * not overloaded, and I enjoyed the repose of 



i not overloaded, and I enjoyed the repose of 
I slept soundly till six o'clock in the morning, 
awakened and informed that the boat which 
Auxarre to Paris, and in which 1 wag to am> 
Lbont to Bet dC Accordingly, patting id my 
paying my biH I took of ffly bundle and hast. 
wafcari M i. 

ring tha boat, I waa aarptlasd to see the crowd 

passengers, of all |agee and conditions. Tho confusion, 
it reigned in this second Noah's ark, the cries of the 
lore, tho squalling of children, with the songs of theur 



•ut, the swearing of a, parcel of soldiers, and the prolix 
tttfle-tettle «f a p«^ of women, made mo believe for a 
moment that I ni in another world. 

* My eyes surveyed with attention all tbo divisions and 
•Bb-divirionB of this floating dwelling ; examined every 
todividmj one by one, in hopes of discoSaring some person 
of my aoauafntance i it was in vain. I took * teat in the 
*)m!i«n cabin, or rather, I stowed myself among the nurses, 
ate children, the soldiers, and aH those who could not or 
did not choose to pay for a place in the private «»W». 

" One Smoked hia pipe, another sung : this was harangu- 
mg, that was storming with hia lungs at their utmost stretch. 
In my life I have never heard a similar hnbbob : it seemed 
■a if Hell was let loose in this miserable hovel. At length, 
to the satisfaction of all tbo passengers, orders were given 
to weigh andtor. 

At the word anchor, my brother Nicholas could not avoid 
giving a sardonic [grin. My ancle perceived it, and ap- 
peared a good deal nettled at such a piece of ill-manners. 

"Excuse me, sir," said Nicholas to Him ; "one may 
easily discover that you have never studied the science of 
navigation : boats, Surges, and craft of (bat sort are eon. 
fined by ropes, and not by anchors. Anchors are only 
used for ships and large vessels. If yon will condescend 
to- listen to me for half an hour, I win engage to give yon 
an excellent dissertation on anchors : I wul first of all 
define an anchor ; I will then distinguish with precision 
their origin, their use, their fanlk, length, breadth and 
weight, how many different aorta there are, Ac, ftc. 

Hearing this scientifis enumeration, my uncle began to 

n« dreadfully ; from sympathy, my brother Nicholas and 
id the name : all my family have a dislike to diBserta- 
tnms, and my uncle therefore continued his recital. 

"Scarcely had we quitted the shore, when I overran for 
the second time my new wooden residence, without saying 
■ word to any one. I afterwards took np my position in 
one corner of the before-mentioned general rendezvous, 
where I began to reflect on what I ahouH do at Paris. 
Insensibly, I became drowsy, and soon snored with all my 
might, when the boat striking on a sort of soft bant, gave 
me such a violent jnlt, as to drive my head against that of 



every 'limb ; I, however, apologised to hir, all tho while 
swearing at the sailors, whom I boldly (but not within 
their hearing) called a parcel of ignorant, inattentive 
fellow*. 

"The young woman, without answering me a word, 
looked at me earnestly, and a moment after turned hat 
head another way : I was desirous of addressing her, but 
she would not afford me an opportunity. Vexed at this 
contempt, I raised my voice and began a discourse wherein 
I endeavoured to convince her, that the accident which had 
taken place inevitably resnl led from the shock the boat had 
received, and a natural effect produced by a natural cause. 

" From thence 1 took the opportunity of introducing a 
discussion on the nature of the evil which existed in the 
world, and which was a result from general laws. I argued 
with such eloquenee and in so convincing a manner, that 



dropped off one by one, that is, they fell asleep. Struck 
with the sileDee that suddenly prevailed, and secretly dis- 
appointed at the ill impression made on my hearers, I tried 
to awaken thenr. 

" The first I pushed, offended at my audacity, as ha 
tunned it, answered my call by a blow with bis fist I 1 re- 
plied to his salutation by a kick on the shins. The combat 
then raged with fury : we seized each other by the collar, 
and wrestled like gladiators. We were with difficulty 
separated, when I retired to another part of the boat, 
where, fatigued with talking, beating, and being beat, J 
resumed my reflections, and even made new ones on tin 
nature of man in society, (for I have always been a great 
moralixer,) and, above all, in the society of a packet-boat 
A person who was seated near me drew me from my reverie, 
by calling me by my name. I was overjoyed to be reeog. 
nixed by any one so unseasonably ; but how great was my 
transport to see my friend Bernard I We shook each other 
by the hand in the most hearty manner imaginable, and 
our satisfaction seemed mutual at the unexpected meeting. 

" The tears of affection absolutely streamed from bis eyes, 
a sight which excited mine : I wept like an infant. 

"Pardon ma this moment of sensibility, my dear nephews i 
It is the only one I ever experienced m my whole life. I 
afterwards promised, and I have kept my word, never to 
weep again whatever event, happy or unhappy, might befal 
mo, Sensibility is only a proof of weakness, and of the 



Irritability of the nerves ; at most, it can but bo rerwrnmend- 



" S«Qflihility is, nevertheless, a virtire," replied ray 
brother Nicholas j " it is the soul of all the great actions, 
and all the good which are none in the world ; it kindles 
the genius of the poet, guides the hand of the philosopher, 
produces elevated ideas, and plants here and there a Bower 
on the thorny road of life." 

My brother was about to pursue his declamation, when 
my undo interrupted him by saying, that all he had ad- 
vanced were no better than the phrases of a school-boy in 
rhetoric, and proved nothing. 

" This Bernard," resumed my unde, " whom I met in 
the boat, was ono of my fellow-townsmen. After question- 
ing each Other on what we were going to do at Paris, we 
agreed to blend the contents of our purses, and to make 
our expenses common to both during the rest of our jour* 
noy : he, accordingly, drew from his pockot nine livrea 
which he delivered into my custody, and 1, in consideration, 
was to pay for everything. We continued three days and 
three nights in the boat ; on the fourth morning wo disem- 
barked at the port of St Paul, and entered Pans." 



" Oh leaving the boat, I took a Jlaen which drovu me with 
Bernard, to the //old dt In ilattdUni, where, after break- 
fasting together, we separated, promising soon to see each 
other again. I went to the house of an old relation to whom 
I bad been recommended i ha resided in the Rut do Ftnuire. 
As soon as I had given him my father's tetter, he told ma 
that the following day he would introduce me to an attorney, 
ona of his Mends, where I should be boarded and lodged I 
he added, that it would be for my interest to conduct my- 
self prudently, and to endeavour all in my power to merit 
his approbation. He (ram that, took occasion to make a 
digression on legislation, laws, natural right, custom, prac- 
tice and forms. 

'Above all,' said be, 'study the forms | it is the quint- 
essence of jurisprudence ; without forms, there can bo no 
justice, anil without justice there would bo no society.' He 



mode several other observations of the a 



it in proper only for judges. 

"Dinner was brought up, at which I ate enough for fonr, 
to make amend for the fart I had Buffered during the Toy- 
age. In the evening I went to the play, from whence 1 
returned to sleep at my relation's. 

" The next morning about eight o'clock, he conducted 
me to the house of his friend, the attorney. After the 
usual compliments, he said to him : ' This young man is a 
oonain of mine ; I bring him you to make a lawyer of, or 
rather, a formalist. If one may judge of the latitude of 
his understanding by his size, he will one day do something 
in a profession in which, to succeed, requires considerable 
dexterity. Not being over affluent, he must diligently 
persevere to repair the wrongs of fortune. I deliver him 
into your hands, and confide him to you as a deposit, of 
which I shall expect you to give a good account at some 
future period ; I am 'horuughly convinced that you will 
push him in a career at once useful and glorious.* 

" After these few words by way of introduction, the at- 
torney put on his spectacles, surveyed me from held to 
foot, coughed twice, took a pinch of snuff, shook his head, 
and without answering, made me a sign to open a door be- 
hind me which led to his office : this order I complied 
with, and found myself in the midst of five young fellows, 
who were all applying pen to paper with incredible activity. 
The head dark placed me at the desk, and gave me a long 
draught to copy. Scarcely had I done a few lines, when 
he and all the rest came to observe my writing, and paid 
me a compliment on its neatness sa Tell as on the quickness 
of my hand. 

" I must here give you the portraits of the attorney and 
his wife. He was a man about five and forty, at most, four 
bet nine inches high, dirty in his person, small eyes, flat 
nosed, bloated cheeks, short peeked, punched belly and 
bowed legs ; so much for his physical description. As to 
his mental qualities, I augured unfavourably of them at first! 
eight, and on better acquaintance, I had no reason to alter 
my opinion : his soul waa narrow, vile and vindictive. In 
a word, this limb of. the law was the living model of all 
human imperfections. 

« Hia dear moiety was alone worthy to be his associate I 



ugly, round-shouldered, envious and peevish, she" oarer 
opened her mouth but to backbite or to scold t aha did evil 
fr.im instinct, mid good, when at all, from calculation. 
Interest, mere interest, had united them, and interest with 
them fn much more short- sighted than nature and love. 
Thus, this amiable couple seemed born for each other. 

" I continued my labour till dinner-time, when I followed 
my new comrades into another room, whore was served up 
a large quantity of soup, with a little morsel of .meat in it, 
which was honoured with the name of beef 1 a glass of very 
humble wine terminated this economical repast, after which 
wo returned to the office to scribble away afresh. Such 
was the life I led from day to da.v at the attorney's. 

"At the end of three months I grew disgusted with the 
profession ; in. consequence, I quitted it and engaged my- 
self to a banker : there I began to enjoy myself. 

Having proceeded thus far, my uncle arose and desired 
to see ob tiiD next day, when he would pursue his adven- 
tures. My brother Nicholas stopped him to make some 
observations on certain circumstances which did not appear 
to him to correspond exactly with truth. " 'Chat is nothing," 
replied my uncle ; " in every recital, one is allowed to 
amplify, to give it a little interest : without amplification, 
my dear Nicholas, we should soon have nothing to say ; it 
Is amplification which supports conversation i it affords 
matter to a professor to tire his scholars ; to an advocate, 
to lull the jury to sleep, and to a creditor, to irritate his 
debtor. Without amplification," continued he with in- 
creased energy, " what would fill our immense libraries, 
the parchments of attomios, and the letters of lovers I 

" This admirable figure of rhetoric has been ingeniously 
invented to beguile the attention and to kill time. I have 
the greatest obligations to it : had it not been for that, how 
should I have been able to compose in the course of my 
life, three hundred and twenty-seven tracts on the finances 
of Franco, and ton volumes in folio on the different banks 
of Europe 1 By means of this wonderful figure, a subject 
is never exhausted ; there is always something remaining 
to bo said upon it ; and even if one should live as long as 
Hetliusalem, 0110 might, during the whole of such a long 
interval, be writing on a matter without wearing it out — 

Amplification— arapli — fl — ca " 

My uncle was about to proceed, when a violent hiccough 



My UncU at the Banker 1 : 

T"bb next day my uncle resumed the thread of hk adven- 
tures in these terms : 

" The banker in whoso service I entered, wu a man who, 
to a thorough knowledge' of his business, added a consider* 
able knowledge of the world. On the Exchange he was the 
most skilful, the most subtle of all (hat frequented it : he 
would tell you the value of a bill at first sight, or the effect 
of a piece of news directly he heard it. In company be 
was always polite and amiable ; thorn who had Been him 
in the morning on 'change, would never have suspected 
him to be the same man. 

" For a time my chief occupation was to copy letters to 
and' from his correspondents ; this I did with tho mora 
satisfaction, as It required no exertion of the mind : I also 
occasionally made fair copies of accounts, and, In short, all 
that a junior clerk is usually employed in doing. The zeal 
and activity with which I acquitted myself in these ftincti one, 
excited the attention of my master, who, then with some 
reason, presumed that I should one daymake a figure in 
his line. 

» By degree*, I acquired the method of book-keeping by 
double entry, and began to have something more to do with 
<■"■'■-- " i of the principal clerks 

s, left a plai 
considerable inc 
arv. It was then that love came to disturb the repose 
which till that time I had enjoyed." 

At these last words, of my undo, my brother Nicholas 
shrugged up his shoulders. My uncle remarked it, and 
demanded the cause. 

" You told us, uncle," replied Nicholas, " that when you 
were in the Auxerre packet-boat, you made a resolution, 
never to Buffer yourself to be affected by any emotion of 
sensibility ; it appears that you have not kept your word in 
this respect. What is love if it ho not sensibility carried to 
""" *"Jt extremity )" 



Vivut like that of eating or drinking, 



Rot blag moral enters h to R j It ft » Antae? 
TO, and which Wan awny with the object tuai aeigns to 
hnmour It To consult the pants, loro.ia the chief of the 
gods ; to attend to philosopher*, it is the bond or society 
and the first of duties ; to judge from the language of 
Individuals, it is an unhappy passion which is invariably 
followed by regret From these opposite opinions, I have 
formed one of my own, certainly wiser, since by acting 
conformably to it, I have always preserved my repose ana 
tranquillity. Another time I will explain to you my system 
at length t I will now pursue the events of my life," 

Firtt www qf <sy Vneta. 

" A vovmo woman who lodged in the same house as I did," 
continued my uncle, " was she who kindled in my heart the 
first spark of love : she was worthy of making a more 
flattering conquest, and I will sketch yon her portrait 
\Adelaide*(that was her name) united to the charms of 
beauty all the fine qualities of the soul: her features, though 
not perfectly regular, had something so unusually attractive, 
that it was 'impossible to see without adoring her : large 
clacK eyes, an aquiline nose, vermilion cheeks, an inces- 
sant smile, and the freshness of Hebe : such were the 
particulars of* which her ani matin g countenance was com- 
posed -. add to these, a slender shape, a figure rather above 
the middle size, and a grace in the smallest of her move- 
ments, and you will have an idea of the physical charms of 
Adelaide. 

"With respect to the moral, she resembled, as far as I 
am .acquainted, no one of her sex ; that is to say, she had 
all the perfections of ours. It is surprising that bo rare an 
object should captivate my senses, or even those of an elder 
philosopher 1 I took an opportunity of making' her the 
tenderest declaration I was able : she answered me only 
by a loud laugh : I wished to he angry, but had not the 
power. I retired, my soul a prey to sorrow, which she 
perceiving, and I have reason to imagine it had some affect 
upon her. 

"At my next visit, 1 renewed the declaration: she 
received it with a serious air, upon which, X flattered my- 
self I had made some progress in her heart : nor was 1 
deceived '• our intimacy increased ; and what might have 
neon the consequence I will not Bay, had not an officer of 



dragoons just at this critical moment deprived ma of (Be 
lady and my hopes at once. Alas 1 who m this world can 
think of enjoying lasting happiness ) on going to her apart' 
ment early in the morning, I found she had decamped, 
without bidding mo adieu, or apprising me of the step she 
was about to take, and which I did not learn till a day Of 



sidercd what method would be the speediest and the least 
painful : after many reflections, by the aid of certain philo- 
sophical thoughts, I recollected that it would bo shameful 
to quit my post without the orders of him who had placed 
me at it, and therefore concluded to live, to got the better 
of my passion, and to renounce lore entirely. 

" Renounce love 1" exclaimed my brother Kicliolas ; 
" that would be to renounce all the pleasures of life : it 
would be to vegetate like an insensible plant, it would 
be ." 

He was unable to continue, so much was he shocked at 
this melancholy idea. 

My uncle paid no attention to his exclamations, but, 
finding him pause, thus proceeded : " In order to attain 
this desirable end, 1 applied to the study of nuance. I read 
over and over and over again the various works which 
professed to treat on the subject, forgetting not to instruct 
myself in all those written by economists, as well as thoso 
which particularly related to the essential part of the net 
produce. 

" Provided with this fund of information, I composed my 
first essay on the finances of my own country, in which I 
demonstrated in the most evident manner and beyond con- 
tradiction, that the receipt of taxes ss they were then 
received, wm vicious, and that 1 was acquainted with a 
method to receive them without costing a «ou* to govern- 
ment. I printed my work at my own expense, but got rid 
of only twenty copies, which I gave away to my friends. ■ 

" Finding that my first ideas on this intricate subject did 
not meet with public attention, I composed a pamphlet in 
tile style of the economists, wherein I proved, that by lay- 
ing a tax on bee-hives, the national .treasury would realize, 
at least, two millions annually. This pamphlet was not 
more successful than my former i I was looked upon as a 
madman, or at least, au enthusiast i some, indeed, wont to 



fir u to tell me to my bee, that 1 was no better than 
fool. The first who had this, audacity, in return for hi 
observation, received from mc a wound in the arm with m 
sword, which convinced him that if I could not write t 
please the world, I was at least capable of punishing n. 



f Ever since the dreadful event of Adelaide's flight, and 
the way in which I had satisfied my injured honour, I 
vainly sought tranquillity of mind. Every one seemed to 
reproach me : my fellow-clerks were soon informed of my 
duel and the occasion of it, which furnished them on oppor- 
tunity of launching the bitterest sarcasms against me. 
Tortured by my own feelings on one side, and vexed by the 
tests of my comrades on the other, I begged permission of 
the banker, to resign, which he granted without offering 
any objection. I accordingly left him, and a few days after- 
wards engaged myself to a farmer-general, as his secretary. 

"I now studied finance with redoubled diligence, and 
composed several tracts which obtained the approbation of 
my master. This approbation was n spur to my industry ; 
I wrote answers to all the tnentotrct of Messrs. Necltar and 
de Calonne, in which, in my own opinion, I refuted the 
assertions of each in the clearest manner. I began to fancy 
myself a perfect' financier, and to congratulate myself on 
my vast L aud profound acquirements, when an unforeseen 
event happened which dispelled my illusion, and re-plunged 
me in chagrin. 

* One of my countrymen; recfintly arrived in the capital, 
brought me a letter from a relation, which informed mo 
that my father and mother had paid the last tribute to 
nature, leaving me not a iota exclusive of my portion, which 
was very small. I did not give a single tear to their memory ; 
but cursed them heartily lor having, as it were, disinherited 

K What P' said my brother Nicholas, " you did not shed 
a tear on their tomb ts You were then deaf to the voice of 
nature." 

"Nature," replied my uncle, "is a fool ; besides, my 
dear Nicholas, can you define nature ! .it is a vague word 
that signifies nothing. We attribute to the motions of 



out; the a on ioq na nee of nor nrw- 
pretty early in my Silt { 
e with sensibility which 



cay aye dishonoured by a Y teer : I ha,»o been a gainer by 
thin stoicism, Mid have sworn to be affected by nothing, to 
fear nothing, and uvea should heaven shower its fury on 
my head t 

ImptMtidmn ftritnl ratnes ." 

After this Idtin quotation, my nude paused a. moment : 
than, suddenly starting up, ha thus apostrophized his da- 
ceased parents : 

" O, unnatural, wieked, and ernel parents 1 yon thought 
to punish me in loaviug ine only what yon ewild not keep 
from me. Yon were doeeived 1 I never loved yon, and 
now yon. are dead, I hate your memory. Year narrow 
aoola never gate birth to those grand conceptions whioh 
aoTutiHite the (harm of my life, and which will eondnot a* 
to immortality. Yon bare vegetated, like what yon were, 
in a paltry town, without eouesiviuj; a single financial idea 
In your whole lives, without the smallest knowledge of that 
science, the result of the riches of nations i you never read 
the learned, tbe profound Adam Smith ." 

My uncle was proceeding to speak with the "same 
vehemence, when somebody knocked at the door, and in- 
terrupted him. L opened it, and returned to tell my uncle 
that it was bia cousin John, who desired to apeak with 

: <* Let hiin earns in," repliedho; "I have always esteemed 
John because he like me, has laboured, and still labours, 
in the thorny .path of finance. He is the author of an 
elaborate work in Una line, in a' '' - 

Tbe consul now entered the room ; my uncle roes np to 
meet him, and, after the usual compliments, he said to 

" My near eonsin, I am extremely glad to see yon, and 
yon will do me the favour to hear mo read a'new project 
of finance that I have finished only a lew days, on the sprat 
and oyster fishery. Should it be carried into execution, it 
would put, at least, an annual sum. of Uuew-mUliuna one 
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hundred and two thousand aiid four n-atnw, ■eventy-fite 
centimes, into the coffers of government." 

" la that all I" exclaimed, his cousin j « I have in my 
pocket a manuscript whioh will, at leant, produce to the 
national treasury eleven millions a year i — it is by laying a 
tax on tea, lemonade, ices and other things of that descrip- 
tion, sold by the confectioners. — I am come to read it to 
yon, in order to convince yon of the wisdom of my plan, 
and of Iho justness of my calculation*." 

Aa he ended these words, the eonsin took from his pocket 
an enormous manuscript, and approached my uncle, who 
had already got his in hand and was beginning to read it. 
A strong debate ensued between them to know which 
should be heard first. My uncle would not give way : his 
resistance irritated the cousin, who told him in an »fu 
tone, that he had never conceived one idea truly financial, 
that his language was dry and fatiguing, and that he ought 
to be satisfied with copying without composing. 
. My uncle, by no means of a patient disposition, answered 
this affronting language by a blow with hit treatise on 
sprats and oysters on the cousin's cheek, who, in his turn 
replied by throwing at my uncle's head his tracts on con- 
fectionery. My brother Nicholas got between them as 
quick at possible, gathered tip their manuscripts, and 
pressed them to terminate the dispnto by deciding by lot 
which should read first Nicholas's proposal was accepted : 
fortune favoured my uncle, who immediately opened his 
papers, and in a tone of exultation began to deal out his 
stuff, when a great noise on the stain ...i. ..-..- 

My brother Nicholas and 1 ran i 
this disturbance. It was a gentleman who on going down 
stairs was attacked by the falling sickness. On returning 
to the room, Nicholas requested my uncle to explain to 
him the nature of the falling sickness. 

" The [falling sickness, my dear Nicholas, It a malady 
against whioh no medicine has any effect t it Is a terrible 
disorder, and, when at its height, it frightens away all thoM 
who attempt to approach the unfortunate person who is 
attacked by it. Many have attempted to define it in vain l 
"~~~~ were unable to succeed. Indeed, how can any one 
__ e what he is himself Ignorant of t I Will, therefore, 
not trouble yon with the variety of vefinMoa* abtotately 
' wttbin 



they w 
define 



ot trouble yon with the variety of HefinitloM at> 
ratradictory to each other, Won are it b» met 



dURsrent medical authors : It would only be leading 50a 
iota error." 

While my undo ni thun discoursing, his cousin, to his 
grest regret, found means to slip away : he, however, wis 
not so much disconcerted but tint he prepared to recom- 
mence the reading of his manuscript, when he wsa informed 
somebody wished to speak with him. He quitted ui, and 
begged we would come the following day to hear the con- 
tinuance of his adventures. 

My Uncle'i project on Potatoes. 

" Thr death of my parents made no alteration either in my 
ideas or in my manner of living. I composed new projects 
on nuance, which, from pore malice, the world declined to 
read. In vain I subjoined commentaries to explain my 
plans 1 those who had the complaisance to peruse them, 
pretended they could not comprehend my meaning. 

" Tired of constantly labouring without reaping either 
profit or fame, I kept quiet for a period of six months, sim- 
ply occupied with the functions of my secretaryship, when 
one morning, a happy thought came into my mind, which 
I hastened to put into execution. This was, to write a 
treatise on potatoes : I described the immense advantages 
that would accrue from it to the people, and those which 
would result from it to the government ; and I flattered 
myself that I should be placed at the head of an enterprise 
of which I should |have given the first idea. I will poini 

out to you the basis of this project which created : 

many enemies, and which would certainly have bee 
in practice but for the extreme facility of its execution. 

H 1 proposed to the government to buy up all the pota- 
toes which were grown in the different provinces, at a price 
to be fixed by themselves : to warehouse them, and to sell 
them again to the public. I advised them at the same time 
to plant them in all the parks and farms belonging to the 

"In giving this salutary counsel, I demonstrated that 
these vast parks were absolutely useless, and that they 
contained an immense quantity of land fit for culture. I 
" 10 far .as to persuade the government to force 
ietors of parks in France, to sow thorn 
s project, which contained sage and 



enlightened views, was not, however, attended to ; bat. 1 
have carefiilly preserved it as a precious work, Id order to 
impart it to posterity, who will not lose a moment In execu- 
ting the moat sublime conception that ever entered the 
head of a man." 

" But, ray dear uncle," objected my brother Nicholas, 
" what could the government have done with such a pro- 
digious quantity of potatoes 1" 

" What could they have done with them, my- dear 
nephew i why, they might have distributed them among 
all the countries that do not grow them : they might have 
fattened with thorn vast droves of pigs which might after- 
wards have been exported to foreign nations ; and then, 
would not the Rumford aoupa have consumed millions of 
them t You find how this branch of commerce, when de- 
veloped in all its ramifications, would have augmented tho 
wealth of the state : we should have rolled in money : wo 
should have monopolized all the riches of other countries, 
and become the absolute masters of Europe, since we should 
thus have possessed the means of supporting thorn." 

Hyjpcfe, an enthusiast in every thing, was about to 
pursue in the same strain the display of hia immortal pro- 

{' «t on potatoes, when my brother Nicholas stopped him, 
y saying : 

"Iu my opinion, this project could never have besn of 
any service. France is fertile in corn, vines and vegetables ; 
in a word, it produces the choicest commodities for the 
sustenance of man ;why should you wish her to undertake 
a branch of commerce from which she could reap do benefit t 
I have read, as well as you, my dear sir, the works of tho 
economists j. tint nevor saw that their calculations rested 
on the culture and Bale of such an article as potatoes. If 
your project Eiilod, I cannot think that the public suffer 
by it ," 

" You are no bettor than a fool, my dear Nicholas," re- 
plied my uncle : "you forget that scientific adage,— great 
effects airs produced by trifling caiaa. I have taken (his 
famous maxim for my guide in all my labours, and which 
I still hope one day to realise. To be sure, tho enterprizo 
is arduous ; but, with courage and perseverance-, we bring 
*■ — ' -very thing. I am desirous of render! 



illustrious at any price whatever, and I shall yet succeed 
in my design. I am only sixty, and may fairly reckon on 
thirty years to some : those thirty years I intend tc employ 



TMM Itt* or 



r and mamagt 0/ my UwiU. 

" Tee place of secretary that I occupied with the Farmer- 
general," said my uncle, " left me many leisure moments 
in the course of the day, which I employed in the car . . ■ 
to which fate from my birth had doomed me. At length, 
I was one day greatly surprised to be told by joy superior, 
that he had no farther occasion foe my services '. be added, 
however, that be had it in his power to procure the post of 
Receiver at one of the porta of Paris, and that he would 
promise to obtain it for me on condition of my marrying a 
young lady who had seen me, bat who did not lore me nor 
ever would. ' You will live together as you can,' added he, 
' the rest is perfectly indifferent.' This proposal shocked ma 
at first ; but, ambition got the better of honour and delicacy, 
and 'determined me to accept it. Accordingly, I gave my 
word to the Former-general, wbo told me that my future 
bride would dins with him the next day, and thatfefter 
dinner, the ulterior arrangements should be made for the 



" The following day at the hour appointed, I was intro- 
duced to the lady : she accosted me with a gracious air, 
and told me she was charmed to unite her fate to that of a 
man like me : that our onion should be purely spiritual, 
and that I had nothing to apprehend on the score of an 
increase of family. Although, after what had fallen from 
the Farmer-general, I onght to have expected a similar 
declaration, this sort of convention proposed and agreed 
upon did not fail to cause me the greatest astonishment : 
my wife that was to be, paid no attention to it, bat turned 
round to a young man, and addressed him in such a way, 
as to convince me that be was to be the real, while I was 
merely the nominal husband. 

" This reflection created in my mind a degree of disgust, 
which produced a certain alteration in my countenance 
that was directly perceived by the young lady's father, wbo 
was one of the company. He spoke of it to hi 
who suddenly saluted me with a coaxing slap on the c'l 
to drive away the anxieties which began to seize mi 
attempted to smile ; but my smile appeared so forced and 
unnatural, that the persons near me who observed it, borst 



into a lough i m piece of behaviour that m highly exasper- 
ated ine, Owl I ma about to resent it in no ver* tarn* 
manner, when the Farmer-general whispered in my ear 
that I muirt not mind such tnflaa. I, in eonaeqaauoe, kept 



y eianner .' I Ms and drank anon 



"By this tirni 
the aide of my aaamtw .* I 
and literally followed the dictum of Metiers, who says, fiat 
ws onus lire to tat. The dinner being over, I went with my 
bride, her father, the Farmer-general and aome other 
persons of my acquaintance into a study, where we found a 
notary hastily scratching over on marriage contract : after 
executing which, we fixed for its celebration the next day 
bat one. A lieeneo had previously been obtained, and every 
thing so well arranged, that, at the tone appointed, I was 
married, without wall knowing why or wherefore. 

" The following day, I took pa— Job of my now post 
with my bride, who did not deign either ts lad at or apeak 
tome.'' 

" What you have been tolling us, sir," laid my brother 
Nicholas, "appears more like a fable invented at pleasure, 
than a mare fact. If it hi the truth, aa yon would hare on 
believe, without amplification, 1 cannot coneorro, my dear 
oncltt, bow yon, who hare ao mash foree and enermr in 
your disposition, could, by aaeh ridiculous o 



enlightening and so useful to mankind 1" 

"There exists, my dear nephew, a fatality that controls 
every thing in this world I it Is to that fatality that all the 
miafortnnes of my life are owing ; and when die Musmu- 
mane admitted it to their religion, they admitted a truth, 
It'is this blind power that governs all here below, which 
la the TU-tuou* man to pain and sorrow, and which 



■t ought to expire on the rack. It is in rain to 
ftudy to avoid it ; wo most eome at lart to the point or- 
dained for m j and with all our efforts, we can neither stop 
abort of, nor go beyond it. Certain wild theologians have 
pretended to prove, that by means of the free win which hi 
inherent in mankind, we h»va it In our power to act or not/ 

thair assertions ar t " t -- 11 "—• -' " 

My brother ial 



his system admitted, the™ -would no longer be good or evil 
in the world, and that it would be indifferent to do one or 
the other. 

" Not ojactly eo, Nicholas : self-interest and the net pro- 
duce, sometimes nuke & vast difference hetween the two/* 

* However it be, sir, there are few proselytes to a sys- 
tem that could be productive of no good, and which most 
infallibly embitter the voyage of iifo. Therefore, my dear 
■mole, we will, if you please, drop the discussion, and hear 
something further of your interesting adventures." 

My Untie in Aw port of Receiver. 

" Thb new post that I occupied," continued my uncle, 
* was very lucrative ; yet, in spite of my considerable in- 
crease of income, I had scarcely sufficient to supply the 
wants of my pretended wife ; who set up a carriage, kept 
open house, had a box at all the theatres, and nude one at 
every fashionable party. It was to no purpose for me to 
labour from morning till night like a hone in a mill, to fill 
my purse i I was not a jot the forwarder. I was obliged 
to contract debts ; bills became due and 1 could not honour 
my engagements i my door was, in consequence, assailed 
by a srowd of creditors of all complexions : fortunately, 
heaven had endowed me with a face inoapable of blushing, 
and a degree of stoicism very uncommon. I sent some 
away with promises, some I got rid of by assuming the man 
of power, and I shut my door in the face of the most 
obstinate, 

" This course of living lasted about ten months. My 
creditors, who saw that I took no steps to satisfy them, 
now assaulted me with a shower of notices, writs, declsra- 
lions, and interlocutory judgments : at length, my effects 
were seised by the iron hand of the law. 

* Till then, I had concealed from my wife the disagree- 
able situation of my affairs : what took place in the houto 
convinced her, beyond a doubt, that I was on the eve of 
ruin t shs reproached me for it in the sharpest terms, and 
attributed to my misconduct the disaster of which she would 
become the victim. I answered not a word : she stormed 
the more loudly i I then attempted to speak in the tone of 
a master, when she gave me a smart box on the ear : I 
was stunned by this mode of argument, and retired to my 
ajud/ to draw out a balance of my ai *- 



■ 1 gildod (ha pill bj thawing her that I could stilt fWfe 
my enopiiee, that is, niy sroditore, boldly t she cither be- 
lieved or feigno J to believe me. She had always considered 
me as a professed liar i I confess to you that I am a little 
addicted to this failing, aud that to support ray opinion, I 
sometimes do not stick at a lie. Besides, our religion 
permits pious frauds, and on this Bears at least, we agree : 
justified by authority, I would even go much farther. 
There is an old proverb as excellent as the gospel itself 
which says, that truth is not to be spoken at all times : 
and it was to avoid the inconveniences which might result 
from constantly speaking the truth, that I early applied 
myself to learn to lie with effrontery. 

" In the world, falsehood is regarded as a vice i for me, 
I have always considered it to be a virtue s the man who, 
in society, should pique himself on speaking the whole 



is, I think, St. Peter's, says, tc 

" Nevertheless," said my brother Nicholas " to judge 
from what we are told by philosophers and moralists, there 
is nothing so odious as falsehood. Somebody asked Aristotle 
what advantage liars got ty their falsities I he replied, that 
of not being believed even whon they did say the truth. 
Religion condemns it, and has it so much in honour, that 
Saint Augustine was in the habit of saying, he would not 
tell even on innocent lie to save the whole universe from 
destruction." 



tnd monks. Nowadays, the world is of 
a very different way of thinking ; aud, from tho mendicant 
to tho man who swims in opulence ; in matters essential as 
well as matters indifferent, every one lies with audacity 
and impunity, and nobody is the worse for it > by this 
means, a man deceives his friend, the husband his wife, the 
brother his sister : in the different classes of society, false- 
hood is tha surest and firmest base. Tho tradesman deals 
out lies to his customers by wholesale i tho lover is equally 
profuse to hut mistress, the scholar to his master, the 
daughter to her mother ; and even to our bitterest enemy 
we wish good morning and good evening with pretended 
cordiality, while in our hearts wo wish him at the dovil." 



Nicholas ittrnggan' np his shoulders, and tbf (Male Vm 
preparing to support his opinion by examples, when thet 
clock struck nine. He arose, and bads as farewell, op- 
pointing to meet ns the following day. 

Aval mafortwx* of my UttcU 

" tit creditora, notwithstanding the statement I had shewn 
to my wife, and which I produced to them, ware unwilling 
to grant me any farther indulgence. The office to which 
it was my duty to reader my accounts, and with which I 
had not been scrupulously exact, united with them against 
me i I was thrown into prison, and the whole of my pro- 
perty was taken poss e s s ion of. Thus, the Tory means which 
I had nattered myself would produce mj advancement, had 
proved my ruin I I waa deprived of my liberty, and aban- 
■d by all Sty friends, or rather those who, daring my 



"However, I was not discouraged, but resolved to shew 
that I was above the malice of fortune. Accordingly, I 
affected a tranquil air, end a stoical firmness : my first care 
was to write to some of my friends, who did not condescend 
to honour me with an answer. I then composed a volumi- 
nous pamphlet in my justification, wherein I demonstrated 
that the office of the Farmer-general had teeated me in tha 
most unhandsome manner, and that my creditors were 



that had been laid on my property, and til 
mnning me to attend : a defect in forms so essential as to 
afford me an opportunity of opposing chicane to right, and 
I loudly complained of the superior office, my creditors, and 
justice herself, for having infringed the privileges of the 
citiren. I was preparing to compose a fresh remomtrance 
to support of my assertions, when my wife, who had gone 
Just before my imprisonment to a watering place, wrote to 
say she ehmild be back in three or four days. This letter 



afforded ma Bona woeolation, uA I Impatiently waited to 

" Ibe fourth day she cams to pa; taa a visit. She began 
by reproaching me ; but presently gave me to understand 
that aha would omit nothing in her power to effect my re- 
lease from the abode I bad band my way Into during her 

"I gave her a paper containing the names of the 
persons whose credit she was to solicit, together with the 
observations to be made to each, after which she left me, 
aod went to reside with the only friend who had remained 
faithful to me, where she was taken ill. I have omitted, 
my dear nephews, to speak to you of the persons whom I 
met with in prison, and with whom I became acquainted. 
The portraits that I am about to sketch may serve you for 
a rule in case yon should, by the fatality I have before 
mentioned, get into those places." 

Portrait* of leteral of ntjr Violet fell(M)-priion#r>. 

* Ahong the individuals incarcerated with me, there was a 
rosng man full of fire and imagination, who was detained 
as a pretended smuggler. His misfortune had not damped 
his natural ardour : though in chains, he displayed a 
degree of courage and fortitude of soul equal to the most 
painful sufferings. Without advice, counsel or attorney, he 
combated alone against a host of enemies that had sworn 
his destruction. It was he who furnished me with my first 
means of defence : it embarrassed my judges a little, and 
not a little .those who thought to crush me. We were 
united by a sort of friendship in which the heart is not 
greatly interested, but which was produced by the similarity 
of our misfortunes and the process we had to sustain. We 
joined our purses together : his, which was scantily fur- 
nished, received the augmentation of mine. We, of course, 
mossed in common ] for we had foreseen, not without some 
foundation, that we should bo still lodged for a certain time 
at the expense of the nation. (I forgot to tell you that the 
revolution at this time had reached its second epoch.) The 
hardship of my captivity was in some measure softened by 

" By the side of us lodged a Dutch officer, who had pru- 
dently been eomfned for uial.praetices in his professional 
character : bis continual oaths and the vulgarity of his 



manners in dueed unto refune him admission into ourmeasi 
he was neither off 

on tho cQTilrary, 1 
sontod that he should make one of M, No poor wretch 
could ever have supported imprisonment worse than this 
nun : he was constantly pacing the room, asking die hour, 
running every instant to the grata to learn the news, which 
he had always the art to pervert in repeating to us. 

" At the end of a month, he was liberated, and was sue- 
seeded by a personage who had taken advantage of tho 
scarcity of species to manufacture paper of all colours, 
which he induced the public to take as hard cash. Ah ho 
voluntarily gave his notes to those who would be satisfied 
with them, and was not always ready when called upon, 
the nation, in whose name both virtue and viee are in differ- 
ently practiced, felt a curiosity to inspect his bank and find 
out the real stats of hia affairs. His bank was found empty, 
and paper was all he had to give in exchange for paper. 

" In consequence, Our schemer was secured ; but, like It 
prudent man as he was, he had taken the precaution to put 
by a part of the specie for which he had given hia valuable 
notes. He requested to be admitted into our society i we 
willingly acceded. I related my affair to him I he gave an 
account of his : we mutually and definitively concluded that 
the nation was unjust, and that the office of the fanner- 
general had been guilty of the greatest injustice towards 
me, for which it ought to be condemned to pay me consider- 
able damages and interest on my salary and perquisites. 

" Some days afterwards, our new companion requested 
our company, that is, to feast with us at his expense : 
several ladies also were invited. We drank deeply on the 
credit of the damages and interest which we were each to 
demand of those who had been the occasion of so onjnstly 
depriving us of our liberty. Bat our paper-mater, calcu- 
lating less on the goodness of his cause, than on the 



d that be took the road to Holland, where ho 
amused himself in spending the money that his credulous 
countrymen had so inconsiderately consigned to his care. 

" He had not been gone above three days, when we had 
.some now companions in our misery. Four or five young 
fellows, who had been kicking up a disturbance in the Palais 
EgaJito, (tho Palais Royal, my dear nephews,) were sent to 



>n to any of these titles than myself. 
to honour us by asking for the loan of a few crowns : we 
gave them a indite denial : they soon left the prison, and 
we hearil nothing more of them." 

As my uncle had gone on a long while without taking 
breath, he called for a glass of water to moisten his mouth, 
which was directly brought him. After having drunk it, 
he told us that he had always considered water as one of 
the principal agents of nature and aa a sovereign remedy ! 
that it was his only medicine, and that he would never 
take any other, wliatever malady he might be aJSiated with. 

"I agree with yon," replied my brother Nicholas, "that 
water la a true datolveat, which is occasionally of indis- 
pensable use ; but too much of it weakens the body and 
even deprives the soul of its energy. Its only effect is to 
male us pusillanimous and cowards : it turns a man into a 

" What blasphemy !" cried my undo ; "you surely have 
not read Macquart's large book on the properties of water, 
■ sublime and wonderful work ! the fate it met with, is a 
Bhame to the human race for whose benefit it was written. 
This work, which ought to have been found in every library, 
which deserved to be put into the hands of youth, and to 
be circulated from one pole to tho other, is quietly rotting 
on the bookseller's shelf. 

* O blind and deplorable age I while Doctor Maeqiiart 
remains buried in dust, the works of Ducray Dumpsuil 
glitter in every shop, arc packed on the quays for exporta- 
tion, and are in the hands of all the world. Ducray 
Dumpsuil who, to make himself better understood, neglects 
to speak French, writes in the pastoral style with a degree 
of iiii-i|jidity enough to give any one the vapours, and who, 
which is the worst of all, is incessantly writing. O, my 
country ! where is that brilliant genius, that enlightened 
understanding, which, like a friendly beacon, directed tho 
course of our literati 1 D, divine Macquart 1 sublime 
author, trust me, you will be avenged by posterity. Ah ! 
if yon had been so fortunate as to have printed your work 
in duodecimo, it would have had as many readers as oue 
of Delille's poems I" . 



As it began to grow late, my unda bode us good night, 

promising us tho rest of the adventures of bio remaining in 
prison, the following day. 

Stqnd of my Uadt't prittm adyentttrei and hit malady. 

" Sons time after the liberation of oar pretended Counts, 
Barons, and Marquises, n man waa brought to the prison 
whose wife played a considerable character In the affair of 
Cardinal Collier. I never In my life beheld a being more 
Hilly and more infatuated with his person. His chief occu- 
pation while his imprisonment lasted was his dress. He 
adorned himself every day, ac If he were going in company, 
or to make one of a party of pleasure. Profoundly evasive, 
I was never able, to my regret, to discover the cause of his 
detention : he spoke little, and never Seemed to think at 
all. 

" At Brat, he imposed on us by his gravity and silence ; 
but we were soon enabled to appreciate him at his real 
value. An invisible hand supplied him with all the money 
he had occasion for ; and, though in prison, his expenses 
were considerable. After aix months' stay with us, he 
departed, and bis place was filled by an advocate accused 
of several capital offences. Gloomy and silent, this inter- 
preter of the laws never discoursed with us but on tho 
code, the digest, the nature of pleading, and the rules of 
evidence : it was in vain to endeavour to change the sub- 
ject, be would always return to it, like a body thrown for 
a moment from its centre. We were wearied of his society, 
and discarded him from our little committee. Some days 
after, he set off for Renneo, where he was summoned to 
appear as an accomplice in a criminal affair. Hia depar- 

" About this time I fell ill. A repletion caused by the 
want of exercise, was nearly conducting me to the grave. 
I was ordered to drink barley-water and water-gruel ; but 
they were of no avail on a body filled with peccant humours 
like mine. It waa therefore judged proper to try an emetic 
which brought about bo abundant an evacuation as to de- 
prive me wholly of strength. I waa so extremely affected 
by it, that it was supposed I had not many days to live : 
those who thought so were deeeived j T soon got better, 
and regained by degrees my health and vigour. 

rft During my malady, the physician of the prison came 



to vMt em i ha wrote peesoriptiooe, whisk, happily, were 
not attended to. It ni my prison companion whom I 
have before described to you that took open him to admi- 
nister the emetic : without him, I should not hava been 
hen to give you this account. Had the orders of the phy, 
ticisn been followed, I should infallibly have been mucdewid. 
Until the moment of my attack, I had put «ome confidence 
ut medicine ; I have lost it entirely fdnce my eonvales- 
camce : from that epoch I h ti~ *"~fitTt J BgiJmrt maitifrnin 
and the -whole medioel tribe, a hatred faW wiU nwu ha 
extinguished. 

" In my opinion, medieine is all (Kiaekecy ; the savagM 
it makes among the human race, are move violent and 
more dreadful than plague, pestilence and famjno put to> 
gather ; and, were i a king, I would dciae every practises 
out of the kingdom a* a certain homicide. To prove that 
their art is incapable of prolonging life, let us oast our eyea 
an the country, where medicine ii seldom had recourse to. 
Do the inhabitant*) lire a shorter time on that account 1 
On the contrary, jt is in [the villages that wo see men ex- 
tend their.career to the age of one hundred and twenty. 
To be sure, if the medicine mold eome without the pliysi- 
eien or apothecary, as J. J. Rousseau says, It would not be 
quite so bad, but it is almost always accompanied by the 
prejudices or- falsa calculations of him that p 



obligations to both : had it i 
I hare cot rid of a disorder 
meto'thmkofl" 

"flow !" replied my uncle C * I will inform you i water, 
abstinence and exercise j • they are the three great phya- 
etana of the human frame : no others need be consulted. 
It is my opinion, asd it will always be that of every mas 
endowed with a grain of common sense. As this discussion 
would carry us too far," added my uncle, " I will drop it 
here, and resume the thread of the events which ■noeooacd 
my malady ." 

Change of Saidmcf, 

* When I was thoroughly recovered, 1 was removed to 
another prison ; for what reason, I have not been able to 
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discover. In oonseqnenco, I was obliged to renounce 
the society to which I had become pretty veil used and 
reconciled, and to find out, or, perhaps to find a new one : 
this wu a great hardship to me at first ; but I began to 
accustom myself to it, because, in the world we get accus- 
tomed to everything. 

" The place of confinement to which I was transferred, 
(that, my dear nephew, is the technical term,) wag leea 
disagreeable than that I had just quitted ; I scraped ac- 
quaintance with an old counsellor, imprisoned for debt. I 
made him acquainted with the particulars, of my affair, 
which he considered aa favourable for me : his opinion 
pleased me extremely ; and by way of acknowledging my 
satisfaction, I admitted bun to my table ; a circumstance 
so much the more pleasant to him, as with a very slender 
parse, he happened to have a meat devouring appetite. 
He was so thankful for my invitation, that he would take 
the cookery upon himself, and I must say, to his honour, 
that be was as good a cook as be was a lawyer. 

" Our intimacy continued sis months, when a terrible 
event separated us, or rather, set as both at liberty. I 
need only mention the mama ore of the second and third of 
September. We escaped the revolutionary axe by a sort 
of. miracle. We parted, after giving each other our res- 
pective addresses. On leaving the prison, I went to visit 
one of my cousins, who received me with such coldness, 
that I quitted him without ceremony, murmuring at his 
inhumanity and cursing my own deplorable destiny. 

" From him, T went to call on one of my debtors, whom 
I asked for the money he owed me. He gave me a part 
of it, with which I hired a furnished apartment, where 1 
Stayed about a fortnight At the end of that time I got 
possession of my own furniture ; and after a short repass, 
which I stood in need of, I began to take proper steps to 
carry on my law-suit, and to bans out new plans of finance, 
economy and government." 

* Your law-suit, my dear uncle," said my brother 
Nicholas, " was quite enough of itself to employ you, with- 
out intermeddling in things which did not at all conoera 

' " Yon are deceived, my dear Nicholas," replied my 
uncle: "ottinglo law-suit was not of itself sufficient for 
that purpose : to a laborious and active imagination, like 
mine, more than one occupation is required. As Frauoe, 
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at the epoch I mention, was overturned from one extremity 
to the other, and as Liberty bid everywhere hoisted her 
triumphant standards, I believed the moment propitious 
for the propagation of certain ideas which, till then, had 

Citly tormented me. Everybody was then trying his 
i at constitution-making : I was also desirous of form- 
ing one. The prospectus of it I presented to the committee 
by which France was then governed : all my ideas on the 
subject were contained in two thousand one hundred and 
twenty-one articles, without reckoning the note* and com- 
ments, which were at least equally voluminous. 

" In this constitution, the most complete that has ever 
■speared, I provided for everything, even for those caaea 
which never could happen. I dedicated it to the same 
committee, who - deigned not to read it under the absurd 
pretext that I had been too prolix. 1 went through my 
the greatest care, "' 
hundred and twe 
to one hundred and twenty-one : it was then found too 
short. 

"In despair at seeing this luckless constitution constantly 
rejected, I gave it up, and occupied myself in endeavouring 
to discover a mode of restoring our decayed finances. I, at 
length, hit upon a wonderful plan, wherein I minutely dis- 
played all the bases of my project ; and I may say, with- 
out flattery, that I pretty well exhausted the matter." 

" And what was this plan t" said my brother. 

" I will tell you," replied my uncle : " I proposed to take 
on lease all the lands belonging to the republic, and to cul- 
tivate them for the benefit of the community. 1 will not 
enter into the detail of the expense of culture, preservation, 
the quantity of labour required, or the extent of the pro- 
duce. Suffice it to say, that by the means suggested, no 
one would have to pay any more taxes, and everybody 
would have enough to live upon." 

" Such a project was impracticable," observed my brother 
Nicholas ; " at least, it could not take place without effect- 
ing another total change in society : the result of its execu- 
tion would have been a complete anarchy." 

"it is easy to form objections against, a project, when 
the whole particulars are not brought forward," replied my 
uncle : " as I cannot let you have them, my plan being mis- 
laid or destroyed, together with a thousand others, by the 
before-mentioned committee, we will not carry the discus- 
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■ten Mtj tenter | bat* w It pan late, eideaoh ether used 

Before nf ■»h4b 'emitted ■*, ,he shook n* both by the 
hind, w aci™ Ktt'nn with him, for he was • professed 
enemy to finw Berprised at this mark of .flection, mi 
brother Nicholas 'oeuld not refrain from smiling ; which 
netting that w» 

TktBMk tf (nyrtwfrt ffijH, aa»»fc» w Ay rtwraw* 

Bun days alter, m/ nude called upon as : having dte- 
oonraed awhile eii niibilie «e»ai he thus Manned the history 
of hb adtentane i-*- 
"While occupied ii 



sart' step) for the success of my law-suit, my -wife died. 
iMMted the Meant of bee death with the fortitude of 
■MB, ant withent shedding a angle tear. The manual of 
Epictetus, which I had read while in prison, had steeled 
my heart agaiuat the softer affections, to which, by the bye, 

«"■ Tins tarnt dMnesms dremnataaea in this event was, 
to festora a portion that I had inner received ; but what 
Mttoned in some measure this inquietude was, that I wan 
permitted to contest the claim. The relatione of the demnet, 
snfha afterward*, demanded the portion : I positively 



refttsedlt The usual preliminary forms were gone throtigli, 
the matter win Med, and I lost my esHse. I appealed to 
a superior court, in which the judgment a 



•onfimied. Happily, the omission of certain formalities, 
which the law tonka upon aa eseentinl, furnished me with 
the mean* of rendering the decision void ; and the affair 
*ia ordered to be placed in the same state it was in at the 
death of my wife. Her relations, tired with the proceed, 
mga, abandoned their eksm and left me tranquil. 

"I confess to yon, my dear nephews, that I wee hy no 
means pleased with such a speedy termination to a oonteat 
that promised me a long sonee ef endkse discussions t in 
order to set the matter again in motion, I myself set up a 
chum ngrnnst my wife's kindred, for her jewels and wearing 
append. They took no notice of .my demand, and I accor- 
dingly isaniniiiiuiil hostilities in form ; tut, unfurtiioatelyi 
they soon after anitted the metropolis, and I heard no aaar* 



aftfcawb He<se*er,r.ot to rmnamia^ Independent of my 
tuttvritfc ttrt/onftemd my creditors, I wrote a pamphlet 
M the Bubjwit of ■iplomw, in which I pare a word of 
ftdvlts te eH the powers of Europe : I concluded, in imita- 
tion of the Abbe" de Saint Pierre, with proposing to them 
the measure of a general peace. 

" To save (hem the embarrassment of preparing the 
articles, I drew them np myself, and addressed a copy of 
them to each erowned head. This little work coat me oon- 
aiaeralle study and labour ! I waa seurvily rewarded for 
my pain* t not one ofthsin even acknowledged the reception 
of it ■ a piece of impoliteneea that chagrined me eo much 
that I wrote a libel against those very crowned heads, in 
which I sapped without mercy the principal fc— a " '' 
Bociolj. Would you believe it 1 they paid no ra 
to this flan to my project for a universal peso 

the resolution to remain silent in future, and to meddle no 
further with the affairs of government : but, alas I who can 
resist his destiny t' The insatiable itch of writing qoiokJy 
Inspired, me with the deeire of composing a work on the 
different banks of Europe. I sat down to it with such 
alacrity and porsevoraneo, that in less,than three weeks it 
was finished. It was printed stmy own expense and risk. 
A part of the edition went off, because I had hazarded m 
It afew novel and enlightened ideas on the banking system, 
and because I pointed out a mode of doubling their profits 
without keeping a livre mora in their hands: but the book 
and ita author were soon forgotten. 

- 1 then followed up my lawsuit witlwndefatiganle labour, 
and made a claim on the /ami, of the sum of 4ve hundred 
thousand francs, as an indemnincahon for the losses it had 
causrtmetosurtuin. My denial was inspected by that 
famous committee of gorernmont a for at that tune aHthat 
was offered was received. I repeatedly solicited I certain 
rs of the legislative body, who, to get rid of my im- 



portunities, engaged me, wife one of my brethren, to revise 
aUtne papered* the old nKmere-general. Tina task I 
heartily undertook, becanse I longed to revenge myself of 
them. Their doeumentt were delivered to us: these I 
daseeted and toTeewgated with the most scrupulous atten- 
tion, which employed me no has than aut months. Atthe 
tnT of that time, t made a ciwametantial report, m which 
I proved that the major part of toe. documents: waa in- 



correct, and that tins hydra with a hundred head* hud 
always vexed and tortured the people. I particularly 
attacked them for having: mixed salt and water in the muff, 
and for having adulterated the chief article "' " 



"This report was given in to one of the member* of the 
legislative body, who read it, and proposed that all the 
Farmers-general should be legally proceeded against, which 
was unanimously resolved, in the midst of the greatest 
applauses. I left Ihc assembly, overjoyed with this 'decision, 
and returned home exulting in the creel vengeance I'had 
taken of those gentlemen. 

" Scarcely was I seated m my study, when I was informed 
that several relations and friends of these Fanners-general 
wished to speak with me. At first, t made a difficulty to 
admit them ; at length, however, I gave way. Some of 
them requested me to ask for delay ; others to. save their 
lives by making a false report. I' answered, that what they 
required was impossible, and that it was no longer in my 
power to do anything for them. At last, two or three mors 
adroit than the rest, proposed to me to suspend the -judg- 



med those on whose part they applied, 
"' '.a, good 



d to strengthen their proposition, they mentioned 



_ a of success. 
" In eonseqnence, I called on certain persons in eredit, 
whom 1 acquainted with the advantageous offer I had re- 
ceived. They were by no means displeased at.my informa- 
tion, and took upon themselves the affair of the eaiigkttntd 
individuals who had sense enough to trust rather to money 
than to the goodness of their cause. Everything succeeded, 
and they were saved. I touched the sum stipulated, of 
which, to my great regret, I was allowed to retain but the 
smallest part. I was, however, obliged to seem contented. 
This new trade appearing to me profitable, I was desirous 
of continuing it, I frequented the offices and committees, 
in order to discover what was worth attending to ; but, as 
I had not always money at command, most of what I under- 
took miserably failed. I then resolved to solicit anew for 
my hundred thousand francs : I was answered by promises ; 
but, as I became more and more pressing, it was thought 
fit to cut the matter short at ones : a warrant was issued 
against me, by virtue of which I was arrested and thrown 
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"The nation, as the hair of the Farrners-rencral, w 
.. Iversary : it not only disputed the .payment of th_ 
hundred thousand bancs ,thnt I demanded, but had n 
ip a claim upon me for the. 
a from me to the Fonn-gt 



adversary : it not only disputed the .payment of the fits 
hundred thousand bancs .that I demanded, but had more- 
over the audacity to set up a claim upon me for that Terr 
'-■■'■■• J L '■■■ '■ -*-- "— m-gmtni. 



s, which was eagerly followed up, and the result of which 
was my condemnation to an ignominious corporal punish- 
ment." On finishing these words, my undo paused a mo- 
ment, and after a profound sigh, he added : " You see, my 
dear nephews, that my whole life has been a perpetual chain 
of troubles, pains, and penalties- My enemies have wished 
to deprive me of everything, even of my honour. Honour, 
that according to BoHeau, is, — 

A rocky ills, of steep ascent, 

Which quitted once can never be retained. 

" It was this honour that I have always studied to pre- 
serve, and which is dearer to me than life : I have sacri- 
ficed everything to it ; and yet, I cannot help thinking it 
sullied by this last unworthy sentence. However, 

The crime and not the scaffold brings the >hame. 

■ As I was innocent, I troubled myself but little about 
the opinion of others : 1 have trodden under-foot the pre- 
judices of the world : to submit, to them, is to tug at the 
oar like a galley slave." 

" They are, . nevertheless, necessary," said my brother 
Nicholas, u to preserve the bonds of society; they are 
substitutes for the laws, and in many instances, are found 
more forcible. What has produced all the dreams of our 
. modern philosophers 1 The destruction of the barriers 
which might have stopped a timorous conscience ready to 
be carried to the commission of the greatest excesses. The 
tendency of every one of" these visionary systems has been 



re as happy as the nature 
of mankind would allow us to be i by annulling them, we 
have been deprived of those delightful illusions which 
soothed our imaginations from the cradle to the tomb. 
Under the reign of these pretended philosophers, we have 
Been men audacious enough to make open profession of 



ktfcelsai, tOWSe fi.^nrfOod himself,- and to Mp to foua. 
dations of all VrorsMpSand Ml religions." 

My brother Nicholas continued to declaim with m muc* 



Inform Mm of this circumstance, when he desisted, and w 
Went Out together. 

The next day, my ancle Wrote to appoint ns a meet 
til order to hear the advent u res' which followed hla II 



Mf £We'* Second Sfarrlagt and ivhseqwnt events. 

" I omitted to tell you, when we wore last together, that 
eome months before my new imprisonment, I was allured 
for the second time into the trammels of matrimony : in 
order to instinct you fully on this matter, it is necessary 
that I should carry you a little way bach. After having 

Shushed my project on the different banks of Europe, I 
came acquainted with a female of about thirty, who lived 
alone with net mother : she was the must artful creature 
I ever met wits, aa the sequel will evidently prove. At the 
commencement of our acquaintance, she affected a simple, 
innocent sir, which deceived; me entirely. Bom without 
fortune, she had calculated in. her conning brain that I was 
a man fit to be duped : in consequence, she put everything 
in practice to captivate me, and succeeded, I believe, bs- 

Cd her hopes. When she saw that I was no longer 
nsible to her charms, she Ingenuously proposed mar- 
riage. 'This proposition at drat made me startle : by 
degrees site accustomed me to it, and, like an arrant ass, I 
married one that Do other would take. No sooner had I 
pronounced the fatal ya, than she began to show herself 
mistress of my house, and to lead me like a child. 

™ At the end of eight months after cur wedding, she pro- 
duced a lusty hoy : I Was assured it was mine, and I 
believed it, or at least, feigned to do so. Thus, I was 
married in spite of myself, and became a rather without 
thinking anything of die matter. After this event, my 
wife fancied she might assume greater authority than ever, 
she did not let a day pass without provoking me by her 
asperity, and made a point of finding fault with every Iking 
I did : even now she exercises the same despotism over 
me ; and if heaven In tta kindness docs not speedBj detttv 



•as MH Ml Mr In tab Aepa ef * Hill, I shall eertafnly 
kengmyeeafte'getridorhoh'' 

■Htogkv it tat the fashion at pnwimt," mid my brother 
Nllhata j * * better method is invented ; jumping into the 
river, and blowing oSVsbraills oat, are muck more eipedi- 
ttoas mode* of giving tune the slip : besides, the word. 
tntigurf p re s ento mim a mean. Idea ; and every mm with a 
tilUe trms bkwd in his veins, eaght to seek a glorious exit. 
" —it Mention, my dear uncle, is to dettroy yourself, I 
— wtogoto'*-* ■ " 

Yea are, Mmm> naturally brave [ lad it hi in the midst 

ef the enemtes of your ootaitay that yon ought to seek what 
yOn will undoubtedly one day meet with." 

" You are in the right, my dear Niebola%" replied my 
unelfl ; ** and If I ever really feel a desire of dying, which 
I do not think very likely to happen, I will follow your 
ftdtfee," 

"Bat without hanging 'yourself, or dying to any other 
ttbtUMly manner," returned my .brother) " cannot you ad- 
tnmittet a little wholesome chastisement to your wife 1" 

" I have already more than anas tried the remedy that 
pott pKflcMbe," answered my undo, " but always in vain : 
ft woman is like an anvil | the more you strike her, the 
more she Boends. A truce for the present to these reflec- 
tions, and listen to the rest of my adventures." 

* As anon as 1 was informed of the sentence which had 
passed against me, I fell into a sort of lethargic stupor : I 
launched forth a thoaennd iaiprecatiune on the judges { and 
I beMtated whether I shouts survive my misfortune. I was 
my wife enterec 

.. f reproaches 

volubility of tongue seereety credible, ahe addressed me in 
these words !- 



. o and of ynur ii 

business, get the matter heard again, and find out ec 
formal defect that may Set it aside : if none can be fou 
invent one. — For G«d> Bake, let something be done!" 
* These energetic words of my wifa restored my courage : 
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tilt Judgment ought fi> lin inmillrrl nhirnrnlmiflnTilhlftKii 
essential formalities were wanting to nuke it -valid. I pre- 
sented s, petition to the tribunal of cessation, who directly 
received it, reversed the judgment, and referred the matter 
to the derision of another tribunal of the department. I 
was, in consequence, removed from the prison J occupied 
In tlio metropolis, to that of the jurisdiction in which my 
affair was to be heard and decided anew. My wife followed 
tne, not to console me In my troubles, but to torment mt 
by her misconduct ; I may say that she then made me 
■wallow the draught of bitterness to the very dregs. 
" I arrived on a Sunday al " 



prisoners there, exclusive of myself. A very t 
apartment was assigned to me, where I made my arrange- 
ments, as if I expected to make t considerable stay. Mj 
new judges, however, did not keep me long in suspense t 
four days after my arrival they began to revise the proceed- 
ings of the former court My wife took certain slops to 
accelerate its termination, and acted with such zeal, that 
judgment went in my favour. 

" As she had still some remains of beauty she availed 
herself of them, in a manner more profitable than honour- 
able ; she formed intrigues, was in all parties of pleasure, 
and put so little mystery in all she did, that we became the 
talk of the whole town. These reports at length reached 
my ears : I reproached her for her behaviour ; she sharply 
retorted, saying 1 was jealous, petulant, and misanthropical. 

" What I" lidded she with the most audacious effrontery, 
" have you the insolence to suspect my virtue t That is 
the reward of all my cares and all my fondness ! Have I 
merited the bitter reproaches you have made me I If I am 
guilty of any crime towards you, it is for having loved yo«i 
and for still loving yon too tenderly : it is for having sacri- 
ficed my honour to you, that treasure which I valued mora 
than existence, and of which, alas 1 I have only the melan- 
choly remembrance left me. Had I followed the advice of 
my mother, I should have been happy at this moment ! A 
too feeling heart has been the cause of all my miseries. 
This heart, when it first palpitated for you, little thought of 
being recompensed in such an undeserving manner!" 

" As she finished this pathetic discourse, my wife began 
to cry and sob in so lamentable a strain, that all my fellow- 
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prisoners tin np to us, endeavoured to console her, and 
Dried shame upon me for using her bo harshly. I remained 
in amaiement in the middle of this scene, full]' promising 
myself, however, that were she to post up my name at the 
corner of every street, I would say no more to her, but let 
her hare her own way. The approach of night forced her 
to withdraw, and to leave me tranquil once more. 

" During the space of six months that my new imprison- 
ment lasted, my wife formed no less than seventeen intrigues, 
one only of which made much noise in the place : 1 became 
the jest of the whole town. I will mention a few of the 
leading circumstances of this dishonourable affair. 

" My wife occupied an apartment at an inn which looked 
to .the guard-house, where she frequently saw an hussar 
officer that took her fancy. Her gestures and appearance 
soon convinced him that he had made a conquest : he, in 
consequence, returned her advances by a passionate declara- 
tion of love, which lie was, before-hand, sure would bo 
favourably received. The preliminaries being concluded, 
they troubled themselves so little to conceal their scandalous 
conduct that every one perceived it: I alone was kept 
awhile in ignorance. But, as no place is without a set of 
good-natured persons who love to inform others of what is 
■ore to afflict them, I learned, with the greatest surprise, 
the backsliding of my wife. I did not believe it, and con- 
sidered the report as rank calumny : presently, however, 
I could no longer doubt of my misfortune : a letter from 
the officer addressed to her fell into my hands, and I then 
discovered that I was at once imprisoned, hen-pecked, and 
cuckolded." 

" This letter might have been counterfeited," said my 
brother Nicholas to my uncle ; "and, before giving way to 
jealousy, you ought to have been well assured of the fact 
Calumny has recourse to all possible means, and, figura- 
tively speaking, endeavours to discover every defect in the 
fortifications." 

« Happily for me, and to the great regret of my wife," 
continued my uncle, without noticing my brother's remark, 
" the hussar left the place : his departure caused me the 
greatest satisfaction, for I have always earned jealousy to 

"Jealousy," interrupted my brother Nicholas, "la a 
tormenting passion, which ought to be guarded against per- 
haps mure than any other i for where is the use of it I It 



does not destroy the evil, it sevoes only to juifmunt it i ttui 
woman who has ft jealous husband, is certain, in the end, 
to give him cause for his jealousy, by enrolling him in the 
grand regiment i end after all, cuekoldam M ft trifling 
disease ; one, as Santeufl says, which lew dip of, and of 
which many, after labouring under it fan yean, get thn 
better." 

■ My dear Nioholas," cried ray ancle, ■ do be quiet : 
I hats reflections when they are so ill plaeed : recollect 
that passage of scripture which says, that you should torn 
your tongue in your mouths seven times, before uttering 
the least syllable. " My brother made no answer. After 
this digression, my uncle continued te relate the seouei of 
his troubles to the following effect i — 

My ThujU gains the day, and a let at Liberty. 



suspense was over. A verdict * 

with ample damages, including all tho a .... 

I had been put to, and I was immediately liberated from 
confinement. My first step waa to return thanks to my 
tuliffhlmed judges. Two days afterwards I left the plan* 
for Paris ; the persons whom I went to see, congratulated 
me on the sueeess I had met with, and added, that the* 
had never doubted the issue of the basines*. I thanked 
them for their good opinion, fully persuaded at the same 
time, that if my condemnation had been confirmed, they 
would have been the first to approve of it 

" My wife went with an air of triumph to visit all Our 
acquaintances, whom she took oarc to inform Unit it was 
wholly by her means I had escaped so well, and that had 
it not been lor her, I was irretrievably ruined. These 
observations were repeated to me, hat J paid ho attention 
to them. I was busily employed in accelerating the pay- 
ment of the damages and coats that had been awarded to 
me. I have just obtained a final judgment, fixing the sum 
I am to receive : and when the matter is fully settled, I 
will retire to my country-house, where, after so many toils, 
' v to enjoy repose from the arouses I have experienced 



In life! 
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[ have constantly tormented, Biyieii . to perfcnn a 
which I have never been able to succeed. May ray 

re you as an example ; ud should ambition ever 
stimulate either of you to attain celebrity or riches, let the 
recollection of your misfortunes incline yon to moderation 
and content. If the recital I hare made you has afforded 
you pleasure, I will gladly revise it, and leave a copy of it 

'i.;,ou- 
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tares : I hope you will keep your word, and that to 
evening you will begin the narration." My brother baring 
acquiesced with this invitation, the meeting was fixed. 
After which, we all three went out together to the coffee 
house i where, having refreshed ourselves, my ancle drew 
from his pocket a treatise on the virtues of Indian corn, 
and was preparing to read It over to us, when the clock 
struck eleven. The waller same to tell us they ware obliged 
to shut up the house at that hour, and politely begged us to 
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treat us with a long moral that he regarded, as he told us, 
as the compendium of his life ; at least, with reepeot to the 
instruction that he pretended we should gather from it. I 
felt but little inclined to hear one of my dear uncle's moral 
dissertations. Nicholas bad no greater desire than myself, 
and we had agreed to divert him from his intention by ali 
means in oht power. 

We had just retired to our bed-chambers to enjoy the 
sweets of repose, when we wore suddenly alarmed by a 
noise on the stain, and a voice crying out, Chariat Ntck- 
olait come dovni itcdn quickly ; your ttacle « dying I At 
first, we thought we were dreaming ; but, presently the 
repetition of the summons and the noise we heard at our 
doors, permitted us no longer to doubt that some dismal 
catastrophe had happened. We hastily huddled on but 
clothes, and ran along five or six streets that separated our 
apartments from those of my uncle. The light that we saw 



in hia chamber, he havijig from economy gone to bed for 
the last twenty. yean in the dark, the several persons run- 
ning up uid down the stairs, confirmed our fears. 

We entered precipitately : — what a melancholy scene 1 
a poor wretch struggling in vain with death, almost suffo- 
cated by a violent apoplexy, hia eyes haggard and appearing 
to be starting from hie head, his features altered, his neck 
swelled, and his face extremely red. Two immense mils 
of paper lying on his night-table : I read the titles of them t 
one was, Trtatist on tf* abate of blood-ltttUig .- tin.* othur, 
Cimeidcrotioni relative to a tax on tptttacla. We scarcely 
knew him who, two hours before, seemed likely to lire 
' nenty yearn longer. Nicholas and I looked at each other 



appearing to recognize whom we were : at length, he re- 
collected us : he shook bis head two or three times, as 
much as to say, It it all over vritJi me/ 

The nearest Burgeon arrived oat of breath, holding n. 
lancet in one hand and an emetic in the other ; he hesitated 
a moment which of these two. specifics he should employ ; 
then, coolly placing the emetic by the bed-aide, he seized 
the arm of the patient, and prepared to make the usual 
incision. I followed with my eye this son of Esculapius : 
be seemed still irresolute : at last, shrugging up bis shoulders, 
and opening his lancet with a flourish, he pricked the vein 
with the aamo air that a gamester stakes his last piece on 
the table. 

The bleeding appeared to us to havo produced s good 
effect, the patient soon after recovered the use of his speech. 
The first use he made of it was to swear at the surgeon, 
who, he said, had been such on ass as to bleed him in an 
indigestion. Then, addressing himself to us :" My dear 
nephews," added he, " I shall die of this attack, thanks to 
that fellow's ignorance : let my misfortune teach you pru- 
dence. If you are ever taken ill, do not call in any member 
of the faculty : it is painful enough to die, without their 
adding to your sufferings." 

At first, Nicholas and I considered this language as arising 
from hia natural tendency to contradiction ; but, nnfor- 



. _ ba eAM to ba produced by hie baneful 
operation ; he held the patient's arm, hia finger pressing 
the nrtery and anxiously counting the motions of the palsc. 
He seemed for a while plowed in & profound meditation ; 
hia air and the movement* of his head were omens by no 
means favourable. After soma time, he let go the unnerved 
arm of his victim, took up his hat and cane in silence, and 
bowing with a gravity which at any other time would have 

" Gentlemen," Said he, addressing us, " there is my foe 
of five shillings for bleeding." 

" Your fee I" eried my uncle who overheard him : " do 
yon mean to say I shall recover I" 

" Sir, 1 have done my duty ; let us hope that nature will 
second my efforts. All the symptoms prescribed bleeding, 
the practice as well as my conscience acquits me, and if it 
should occasion your death, the fault will not be mine." 

" How, if it occasion my death ! You are not then per- 
fectly satisfied of the propriety of your proceeding I*' 

" Gentlemen," said the surgeon, turning toward us, " I 
leave the patient to your can 1 1 will call on you to-morrow." 
And he left the room, muttering between his teeth : " the 



scarlet, Galen h 
fault" 

When the attendant Haw Oat thi 
no hope was to be entertained of c 



H You ought, dear sir," said she, " at this awful moment 
to have recourse to Hie clemency of the Lord above. The 
remedial of the soul are at all times salutary, and will not 
prevent those which may bo administered to your body. 
Would you have me send for the good curate of Eus- 
tace !" 

" A priest I" cried the dying man with a terrified air. 
■ A pneet t— two minutes after the surgeon !— Ah, villains ! 
You wish to hurry me out of the world before my time." 

« My dear sir, if yon would but consider " 

" I do consider ; I can think of my last hour the same 
as when I waa in perfect health. Prlosta and surgeons are 
goad for nothing while one is well, and when one is sick, 
they are only uaefal to uus's heira." 



Ill iuuiio 

" These are not the. words of a rhrintfan : I am shocked 
at them. If you believe in God " 

" I must believe in priests." 

■' But, air, they are his holy ministers.* 1 

" Yes, as doctors arc the ministers of health. However, 
I have already made a full confession to my nephews." 

" But they are not priests." 

"Impertinent creature ! you have the soul of one, since 
yon put a dying wretch to the torture. Away, or be 

I saw that the attendant would lose her pious exhorta- 
tions, and therefore made signs to her that she should say 
no more, but Buffer our uncle to die in peace. This woman 
was endowed with a feeling heart : she turned away her 
head to conceal the tears that moistened her cheek, and 
looking at us with a sorrowful air, she said in a tone still 
more sorrowful: "Ah, gentlemen! the poor man will be 
damned !" I shrugged up my shoulders, and Nicholas 
giving her a look of disapprobation, she held her tongue. 

The animated dialogue that had taken place between her 
and my uncle, had quite exhausted the latter : for nearly 
two hours he continued almost immoveable, in a state of 
languor that seemed to announce a speedy dissolution : at 
the end of that time, he was a little delirious. All his plans 
of finance crowded into bis imagination : he spoke of his 
project on potatoes, of hi* universal registry of lands, of his 
rale illations on the net produce, and his fingers mechanically 
following the wandering of his reason, he formed cyphers 
and reckoned numbers on the sheet, which, in a short time, 
was to descend with him to the grave- 
Nicholas, with his eyes fixed on the bed of death, was 
about to commence a melancholy discussion on the strange 
effects of delirium, when our uncle suddenly recovered toe 
use of his senses. He called for a glass of water to moisten 
his mouth. The attendant eagerly ran to obey him. He 
took the glass with a trembling hand, and looking earnestly 
at the woman t "Swear," said he to her, "swear that this 
is not holy water I" Nicholas and I could not avoid bunt- 
ing into a loud laugh at this singular apostrophe : our uncle 
was not much hurt at our behaviour, and after drinking, he 
said to us : " Do yon think that if it had been holy water, 
I should have escaped my destiny t No, my friends," 
added he, " death will take no denial. When on the scene 
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of the worid we have ones played our part, we must say 
with Rabelais : Drop tht curtain, thr farce it over." 

These words of our uncle induced us to renew our laugh- 
ter, while the attendant devoutly made the sign of the crone 
on her breast. The smile that animated the patient's 
countenance at this sally wag the last. His weakness in- 
creased every moment : he was sensible of hie situation, 
and did not dissimulate that he was approaching the end of 
his career. " My dear nephews," said he in a low voice 
which was frequently interrupted, " in a few hours I shall 
exist no longer : but I wish to die aa I have lived, and turn 
every instant to advantage. My will is made I I have fore- 
seen everything : you will not have to go to law about it, 
I might very well have spared myself this last tronble, 
since there is neither land nor money in question. I know 
hy experience that your lawyers are averse to enter into 
discussions, the bottom of which does not present, at least, 
the probability of handsome pickings : but I am acquainted 
with the age : the most insipid manuscript is uow-a-days a 
sacred treasure. Why, I was .lately witness to a greedy 
heir who took up the tune of the court for the sake of a few 
obscene pages which he called his property, his daily bread, 
and the' glory of his family. I have, therefore, taken the 
greatest 'care in dividing, between yon my numerous pro- 
ductions, so as to satisfy yon both, and to prevent the possi- 
bility of a dispute. I was. unwilling that the labours of 
genius, the fruit of the most astonishing conceptions, the 
result of the most profound calculations, should be consid- 
ered as waste paper. You will And, my dear nephews, my 
last will in respect to them hi the box that you see on my 

" An object of greater importance now engages my atten- 
tion, and f believe it could never have been mentioned at a 
more seasonable moment. You most very well know, that 
for the last eight years funerals have been conducted with 
the most disgusting indecency. 1 allude not to the disuse 
of processions : I do not like farces after tragedies : but I 
complain of the speculations lately made on hearses, mourn- 
ing coaches, and other funeral carriages. The authors of 
these intrusive conceptions have not a single new idea — . 
Ah ! my nephews, what affliction for me to die before hav- 
ing published and seeing adopted the notions I have con- 
ceived on tUs subject I My plan assured twelve millions 
a year to government, a small sum to tho next of kin of 
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ovnry insolvent person, and to all the world a < . 
vehicle, and, in short, whatever can be desired to perform 
with honour the list journey, 
" My dew nephews, briny me those papers which yon sea 



the very la 

fcr- 

" Good," said he, " this fa it t It cost me a month's 
labour, day and night — to much pains, and to die without 
reaping the fruit* of them I You will be mors fortunate 
than your uncle, my dear nephew* ; yon will live to see 
my ideas realised— you — will — ■ — ." 

At this instant a violent shock prevented him from con- 
cluding the sentence he had begun, and we witnessed the 
melancholy spectacle of hia deftth a few minutes after, 
wards. 

M y Utek't SurgMH^-DvuecUan «/ a prtgector't 



The pious attendant lost no time in laving out the defunct 
in a decent manner ; then sprinkled the body, the. sheets, 
the bed, my brother and me, not forgetting herself, with 
holy water, and prepared to enwrap the deceased in his 
winding-sheet. We were sorrowfully occupied in turning 
over the treatise on funerals, and dropping a few tears to 
the author's memory, when the door of the apartment sud- 
denly opened. The surgeon who had performed the unlucky 
bleeding first entered, shewing in the other two gentlemen 
dressed in black with enormous perukes well powdered, 
their hats under their arms, and gold-headed canes in their 
bands ; all three approached us, bowing mast profoundly, 
with the utmost gravity. 

We fancied we saw three messengers from the other 
world. At sight of the ignorant pretender who had accel- 
erated my uncle's death, I could not retain an emotion of 
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" said I to him, " do yon ventuK 
here again 1" 

* Sir, I conceived the patient must be dead," 
11 Ho is, and for that very reason *" 



' " If so, sir, I cannot be oonstdered m intruding, neither 
«w these two gentlemen, who He physicians of the first 
emtaenoe. The defunct having taken leave of the world 



rather abruptly, and contrary to all the known and estab- 
lished rules, I owe it to my profession, I owe it to my 
reputation, I owe it to yourselves, to discover by what nn* 



foreseen eanee, Nature and Galen have been found to 
disagree. I have brought my Instruments and these two 
unexceptionable witnesses, ilhutrit i i m i rinrtrww, for the 
purpose of convincing the whole universe that If your unela 
is dead, there is nothing in the event but what is very 
simple, highly natural, — imnet miM martaltt. Medicine 
alone ia immortal." 

On hearing this, the two doctors made a pWfonnd btfw, 
approving by their silence the sargeon's smgolar harangue, 
At first, I was tempted to send the trio about their bust- 
Mas ; bat the hope of eonfeanding the impudent practitioner', 
who requested leave to open the body, induced mo to con- 
sent to the operation. However, I thought it my duty 
nrerhmsly to ask htm a few questions. 

" Have you any idea of what may have enused this sudden 
death P 
"■Any idea, sir I I Snow it wm an indlBesttoii." 
" Is it usual to bleed the patient tn men cases V* 
" Ifo* Keel imter an," said he, looking at the two physi- 
obana : " surgery must not encroach on medicine.*' 
n Certainly," cried the medical pair, as if in concert, 
"Bnt,ahy' said I, in an angry tone, » why then did yott 

ooment to lose ! I Waa 

. .Idea, 1 literally followed 

>f symptoms ; — starting eyes, the neck swelled, 



, "I appeal to , .... 

• h ia thus," replied the latter, " to proceed to Ibe esahv 
illation which we came about," 

Immediately the anrgeon took possession of his victim, 
As to me, I retired with Nicholas and the attendant to the 
■ chamber, to wait 
anenoly operation 
- We bad been there about two hours, when one of th 
physicians came in to us, and delivered a written accot 
their observations. He accosted me with a graciou 
and address e d me to the following effect : — 
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118 (witun 

* Sir, we hare authcuticated by our statement, thai tin 
surgeon in this affair hu acted honourably, as well as tm- 
scientiously, and that in bleeding the patient he did what 
the symptoms prescribed to him. Between ourselves, I 
will confess to you that he has killed your relation j but 
you ought rather to impute the accident to those ignorant 
persona who were present when he was first taken. In such 
a case, to have recourse to a surgeon is to hasten the fatal 
blow : Nature almost always avenges Medicine fur the in- 
justice direct and indirect that is done her. The surgeon 
is to the physician what the cannon is to the engineer ; he 
is an instrument of death of which we alone have the proper 
direction. 

" One great motive for consolation fur us in this unlucky 

iniuneture is, that it has afforded us the opportunity of 
\ng several observations new, curious, interesting, and 
h will, doubtless, turn to the profit of the human nee > 
you will find them detailed in the statement which I hare 
the honour to present you." 

The doctor retired after advising us if we should ever be 
unwell to avoid the surgeons, and consult the true disciple*. 
of Hypocratea : he accompanied this invitation with half a 
dozen cards which he handed to me, and on which were 
written his name and address. 

I had given to Nicholas the statement of the medical 
trio : he had scarcely cast his eyes on it, when he bant 
into a loud laugh, at which I could not help feeling a little 
displeased ; and .upon asking him the cause, in a tone of 
dissatisfaction, — - Look at thts," Bald be, « and be serious 

The paper that he gave into my hand was entitled tba 
head. It was conceived in these terms I 

" Tilt' head, as far as regards the exterior, offered nothing 
remarkable to our observation, except that the skull ap- 
peared to be of a more than ordinary axe : the akin of the 
forehead was extremely thick, and from that circumstance, 
incapable of blushing : the deep wrinkles over the brow in- 
duced us to believe that the labjett had been much occupied 
during his life with abitract mecUtationt, which frequently 
forced him to raise his eyes towards heaven, as it happens 
to those who endeavour to discover new truths or unheard- 
of combinations : the hair was thin and very white, an 
effect resulting, as we judged, from eeitJitani app lie oWon,' 

" We next proceeded to the opening of the cruuium. 
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" The bones forming the frame-work were very hard anil 
thick : from that, we concluded that the subject must have 
been very tenacious in disposition, and extremely obstinate. 

" The hinder put of the brain was of a consistence ap- 
proaching that of flint, and all the sinews springing from it 
were almost ossified from one extremitv to the other : from 
this, it appeared to us impossible that the subject was ever 
susceptible of what are called affection*, lentimenl, pleaxure, 
wain. 1 in a word, that he lived nearly in a state of iaaenH- 

" The skull, vast as it was, contained but very little brains, 
muted in a small compact mass, the exterior surface of 
which was cut beet-wise, like a multiplying glass. If we 
were permitted to believe with certain learned anatomists, 
that our ideas make the same impression on As brain that 
exterior objeets! do on the eye, we should from (Irenes oou- 
Cmde that the subject most have conceived the same idea 
many thousand times, and thought himself rich in the bosom 
Of poverty. 

" We were enabled, by an attentive examination, to dis- 
cover that the iris of the eye was covered with slight linea- 
ments, which, in their whimsical forms, presented the shape 
of all our arithmetical figures, and of a considerable quantity 
of email circles, which might be taken forcypbers. An eve 
thus constituted must necessarily have seen in every object 
figures and calculations. 

" The laerymal glands were almost imperceptible : the 

■ The jaw, which 
seen in the human 

sound and entire. We observed four iodtivi 
eontaa more than ordinary, and which were iu the place 
of six grinders. 

" The tongue, largo and fleshy, appeared to us to owe its 
augmentation of siae and consistence, to the great use that 
the defunct made of that organ during his life. 

" The tongue presented a phenomenon more wonderful 
than all those winch had struck us in the course of our 
profsssional career. After having loosened it from its liga- 
tures and attentively examined it, we placed it on a news- 
paper which happened to lie on the table. It had scarcely 
touched the print, when it became considerably agitated. 
We changed it* situation, upon which it resumed its dor- 
mant state : bud on the journal again, its motion returned. 



tub tar* a* 



examined the paper thai had prodawd gi _, 

effect!. It was dated in the month at VfffUmoirr, in On 
year four : among other things, it contained imnl decrees 
and project* relative to the finances, also a - " — "-'- ■- 

r, published by Bai ■ ' 

o decide whether tl 

a aort of gai vanisn 
to be led to admit the oxi ' 
be called sympathetic," 

The remainder of this singular statement appeared to me 
no less carious, bat I postponed the reading of it until 
another opportunity. Nicholas and tnyash* thought only of 
rendering the last duties to the sorrowful iinnl—i of our 
uncle ; we left the attendant in tears and on her knees by 
the aide of the death-bed, Bud vent to give order* i — puih 
ing the funeral. 



My UncUt 



" Lifk and death are nor estimated at their true velco, 
The infant pays nothing at hie entry into the world, the 
little slave pats on gratis the length of ehain that mm Con- 
demns him to wear ; but it la not thus with. Mm when the 
i. Formerly, a poor nan at bis death 

■roperty he mf-" * l - L! - J u: - 

fnenda, fort 
crucifix, the tapers, the dirges, the m 



' drop of hoi. 



, _ iu mutes, the feathers, the hanging, th 

the mourning coaches and the mourners: bat, at least, both 
the one and the other had the oonsolaUon of making; a little 
noise on taking leave of this world, and arrived in the other 
well sprinkled with the water of pariftcaiUon, in the midst 
of flambeaux, perfumed with incense and nccompanisd by 
the cries, more or leas pathetio, of a esara of Levites who 

■ported themselves on the donations of the public. Now 
' i vanished : before having bidden his laat fare- 
wen to ms friends, the dying man finds himself Morally 
forsaken ! when dead, he is followed to the grave in silence 
by two or three friends, ashamed of fill tilling this last doty j 
and, from the bottom of tile tomb wliluh receives his re- 
mains, he hears, almost as soon as he la placed within it, 
the jingling of glasses emptied by his tnoamsri at the neat 



rappo 
all p< 



the whole parish. I made Aw reflections in discharging 
tha •mormons expenses of my nnole'i Amoral t bud; others 
also occurred to me, which I shall pass over in this place. 



is deceased was centered to bis last home it 
cart, covered with a blank doth, and ornamented at csoti of 
the nor corners with a frightfM figure, adapted to Mara 
away the moat carious spectator : two black heavy homes 
were in place of the prints ; they wen led by four men 
dressed in grey cloaks, who resembled so many hideous 
jailer*, about to secure a state criminal in their gloomy 
mansions, Nicholas and I -brought np the res*. 

The man who spends his life in discovering projects h 
rarely regretted after bis death : he has lived on vapours, 
he leaves behind htm nothing but chimeras, and his memory 
vanishes almost as soon as they. We were convinced of this 
fact as we passed la plaa Mttubert. A fish-woman came 
up, and asked me the name of the deceased. Scarcely had 
I told her, when she cried oat j "Ah I the poor dew man I 
he is gone It last : he will neither plague himself nor at 
any longer." And taming to another of her own dam : 
" Look there, neighbour," added she : *• that is the great 
contriver of taxes who wanted every potatoe and every egg 
to be taxed : I have been told too as how he wrote a large 
book on the fish trade, but death has fished him np like 
another, and there is an end to his fine schemes. He waa 
always busy with Ida accounts ! I wonder what account be 
will give to his Maker." By the time we had reached At 
me Saint Victor, my uncle's name was in every one's mouth, 
accompanied With a remark of reproach or contempt. 

During the remainder of the way, my brother Nichols* 
was engaged in a very long and veiy teamed discussion on 
file judgment of the people, and what Is called public 
opinion. I suffered him to proceed without interruption, 
while I reflected on the trouble, the anxiety, the Vexation 
my uncle voluntarily underwent, to obtain at last the hatred 
or contempt of every one. 

At length, we arrived at the last asylnm. It waa a wide 
field, partly cultivated, snmmnded by high walls, and 
guarded by a couple of fierce mastiffs', which, by their loud 
bid reiterated barking, gave ns a reception worthy of the 
Vest of the ceremony. Two stout men took an the corpse, 
hod by the aid of a ropo descended with it to Hie bottom of 



in twi un OP 

(i deep pit Thi= being dono, they and oar four men in grey 
took each a quid of tobacco, and gave the something to dritik 
which they asked us for its trne destination. 

This scene of the most perfect indifference, displayed 
under our eyes in a spot where several thousand of our 
fellow-creatores reposed in silence : the brandy gaily swal- 
lowed over the wrecks of the present generation i the six 
men regardlegsly talking their nonsense at the brink of the 
grave, which waited with open mouth to receive them : the 
terrifying spectacle of mortality and the 
mortal, all conspired to affect i 
dragging away Nicholas, who, b 
of himself than I, remained in a state of stupefaction at th 
mournful sight. 



Ansa having rendered the last sad duties 



to my uncle, tha 
the riches of his 



papers, and above all, that of the wilt of which he had 
spoken to us just before he expired. We were too i " 
acquainted with the state of his fortune to indulge any pecu- 
niary hope from what he had left behind him. We knew 
that he did cot possess an inch of land, that his goods were 



spoken to us just before he expired. We were too well 
-'-'Tdwiththestateofhkifc^ ' '' 

e from what he " 

d not possess ai 

. . _e as his wardrobe, and that his strong box to 

change its state of emptiness had long expected the famous 
damages and interest awarded to him in his celebrated eon- 
teat. His library had appeared to us to be the most im- 
portant part of his property ; but what was our astonish- 
ment to find it contain nothing, except a pile of his own 
manuscripts, several books of arithmetic, and the moat 
complete, as well as the most voluminous collection of all 
the works relative to finance projects, decrees, laws, orders, 
resolution*, and other insignificant pieces, in which figure* 
and cyphers took up at least three-fourths of the paper. 
Soma of these books, and, among the rest, the statement of 
M. Neckar, were surcharged with notes in my uncle's hand- 
writing, which seemed to us more likely to throw obscurity 
than light on passages difficult to be understood. 

Upon opening his drawers, we found a packet of woman's 
flothwff, which had belonged to our deceased aunt ! a paper 
was attached to it, on which we read the following words 
written, by my uncle i — "Madame M *s clothes. Ths 



first good action of her life was leaving me, by her death, 



In the inventory we observed several notes in dot uncle's 
hand, which gave no very advantageous idea of the qualities 
of his heart or understanding ; but we were too anxious to 
come at tbo will to pa; much attention to anything else. 

At length, wo opened the box in which the deceased had 
told us wo should find his final disposition of his effects. 
We discovered it accordingly : it was written on two sheets 
of paper, properly stamped, in due form, and bound up with 
an enormous quantity of manuscripts. After the usual pre- 

"Aud, considering that my two nephews are of very 
opposite dispositions, that Nicholas is more long-winded 
and more tiresome than a journalist, while Charles, on the 
oontrarv. is more laconic and more patient than a judge : 
that Nicholas is incapable of performing a sum 
i addition, while his brother appears to me born 
ed by nature to the study of the sciences, ah- 
. , and calculations, wishing to prevent between 
every subject of contest and disagreement as to the 



calculations sufficient to span him the trouble of making 
any daring his life. 

"2ndly. I leave to the said Nicholas all my furniture, 
lineu, wearing apparel, kitchen utensils, Sea. I think it but 
right to give to him the produce of my industry, since I 
leave to bis brother the means of acquiring the most bril- 
liant fortune. 

3dly. I leave to my neuhew Charles, all the manuscripts 
nd up with this my will, on the express condition that 



government to make them adopt and put in execution all 
wis plans, schemes and projects on which I have established 
the fame and the fortune of my country : and aa an indem- 
nity for his trouble and pains herein, I leave him absolutely 
the emoluments, places, pensions, presents, gratifications, — 
in a word, all the testimonies of gratitude thai the govern* 
mout will not fail to shower down on the worthy represent- 
ative of him who was born for the regeneration of France, 
" Reflecting, however, that governments are always ready 
to punish and slow to recompense, in order to place the said 



Charles in a situation to 
isry inconvenient, I, m 
l whioh he will And a eoneidenUil* 



ofckmUtion. I leavo it entirely to nk own disposition." 

Signed • • ■ • 
If my uocWa will na ridiculous, the titleo of hii projects 



The first I popped my hand upon » 
naptetmg m lam «•» dogs, eat*, and ternary bird*. 

In this work, my undo proved in Um mast irrefutable 
manner, aeoording to himself , thst the coffers of the state 



The second re, On Ae atobhilmait of a Royal Port at 
Pari: After having detailed all the mean* of oonnwtitko 
and all the advantages resuWng from it 



<"Yes,y.. 

magnificent seventy-fours perfon 
windows of the Tuileries I" 



Another was, on the EaenUfm advantage* government 
alight reap from egg shells, by establishing depots through- 
it the country, when each individual should be obliged to 



tarry the shells of all the eggs that be c* 
Sonne of the year. My nncle in this work pretended that 
the produce alone of thin operation, Would suffice to assure 
n omelet to all those who have already the goad fortune' 



memoirs ; bat, as several of the European powers are al 
this moment occupied with similar projects, I should no* 
be able to boast of originality, and rn%ht perhaps be Recused 

After having congratulated each otbsr on ear legacies, 
Nicholas took possession of his goods and I of my waste 
paper. I have, however, compiled with the wishes of the 
testator: I have given his life, wit* his portfolio to the pub- 
lic, and 1 am now basllv employed In arranging bia fmandsl 
project* for the press. 



MY-UHCLE'S POHTFOLIO. 
Oh the Language and Jfawisr* of tie ParMmr of lie 



The French language of 1700, is not that of 1801. Tim 
resolution has engendered ft thousand words r Citizen 
Meraer adds three thousand ; so that, upon a fair ealcula- 
tioii, we are the legal proprietors of four thousand words. 
Her language was formerly accused of being a prond beg- 
gar ; surely, this reproach can now no longer be made. 

In the present day, a French work frequently requires to 
be translated into French in order to make it understood. 
The rage now consists in making use of over-refined ex- 
pressions and unknown words. Of an enthusiast! cal poet 
it is said, that bis style is volaatical .- of a vehement writer, 
that the torrent of kit ideat nukes vrith impelwaUy .- in 
speaking of Bonaparte, he has conquered peace, and his 
overspreading laurel shall be hor ctcruai luylwm : of a man 
of a, sportive fancy, that he is itciicinu : and those expres- 
sions are considered sublime. 

The virtues yield to the graces ; and ha. who understands 
play, knows the art of pleasing, and can say a thousand 
impertinent things with a brazen faee, is worthy of the first 
society. A man had better be vicious than appear ridicu- 
lous, and studies more to be thought endowed with wit than 
probity. 

Hen are now killed differently from what they were 
formerly, in order to have the pleasure of varying their 
■node of dying. Mercury baa taken the place of antimony, 
and an ematio la become a fashionable remedy. 

The rage for metaphysics has acquired such universal and 
absolute dominion, that its principles are attempted to bo 
driven by main force into the heads of the deaf and dumb. 
They are tortured without mercy to learn them things 
which are entirely useless to them. O tompora t mores I 

There were never less metaphysics and more metaphysi- 
cians than at present. Every one calls himself the disciple 
of Locke or Cordillac, yet hardly any one Bakes the trouble 
of reading those authors. Wit is handed about like a snuff- 
box or a newspaper : ridicule has driven oat sentiment, 
and a miserable jest is applauded and preferred to the 
guest thougt t. 



Men of tho moat humble talents »iiu M obtaining oolebritj- j 
and, to ensure saccese, they patronize themselves by all 
learned and literary societies, from whence they receive 
pretended passports to immortality. 

Publications of all eorts multiply, but what is more 
strange, they all End readers : the constant demand at 
market encourages the growth of the commodity. 

The names of certain authors are the passports of their 
works : absurdities which, from any other would excite 
contempt, become under their pens compositions of taste 
and genius, and those who do not admire them, are not 
worthy of being heard. 

In order to give more extensive ideas of the manners 
of the capital, we shall here transcribe the Countess 
Biribi's letter to her sister. 

The Cmmtat BiribPl Letter to %tr Sola: 

" What a charming place is Paris t what a land of gaiety I 
I can hardly persuade myself of the reality of what I aee 
and hear. Always agreeable surprises I always novelties I 
a friend you meet with in the morning, is no longer the 
same person in the evening ; neither in language nor dress, 
in look or behaviour : the least trifle is metamorphosed 
into an air of consequence ; the least event into a wonder- 
ful circumstance , the smallest incident constitutes an 

" What an abundance of wit in this charming city I but 
it is a sort of wit that neither you nor I understand, that 
all other people are ignorant of, and which consists in 
saying the most singular things* with a view of inspiring 

Siety, inventing a thousand new modes and putting them 
practice, creating original expressionsf and making them 
pass current, learning all sorts of attitudes and tones, and 
ridiculing the awkwardness or ignorance of others. 
" Every hour produces something new in the literary 

•The cotititcss mijht have laid, UtMil ttvpUtlungi. When 
a Parisian hu jriTcn what be emits a bun mot. an epigram, or a dot- 
tle entendre, he is the lint to applaud what he hu said, and not 

uiuiequentlv tins die [fiiiRh entirely to MmSElf. 
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world, 'and this la general 'y * novel or romance without 
make or shape : they seem abucat all to ran in the hum 
mould. Probability is entirely disregarded ; their authors 
strive to astonish ; but, unfortunately, they excite no other 
sentiment thai: contempt 

" There is not one among this crowd of- writers who is 
unanimously praised and admired : one half of the nation 
is passionately fond of a work, which is tamed into ridicule 
by the other. 

"I have for the bat two or three days been collecting a 
part of the modern pamphlets : it would ha impossible to 
read over the whole. The titles alone might form the sub- 
jects of several comedies. They contain nothing but con- 
tinual repetitions of what has been said for these hundred 
years, with the exception of a little glons of philosophy 
which is incorporated with them : invectives against car- 
tain individuals, projects respecting the amelioration of 
unfertile districts and the finances, together with learned 
and tiresome discussions on political economy. They are 
all more or less interlarded with chemistry, for chemistry 
is everywhere in vogue. Our Mount Vesuvius is in a less 
state of fermentation than the head of a Parisian. 

" The sentiments vary the same as the fashions. A. month 
is fully sufficient to acquire a new friend, as a week is a 
loug time to be constant to one mistress. 

"I have been obliged to tell all those I have seen my 
name, my place of abode, my family, from whence I came, 
whither I am going, and almost where I shall die : for, 
however little you appear reserved, yon are looked upon as 
an adventurer : and this mistrust is carried so far, that 
even the Frenchman who is travelling in Francois frequently 
suspected by his countrymen, who always believe the con- 
trary of what ho says to be the fact. 

" The women speak the whole day without saying any- 
thing, which is what is called, possessing wit. They are 
agreeable, if caprice has any charms. They make fainting 
■partia,* just as a card party is made, and they often inter- 
rupt loud bursts of laughter to complain of a pain which 
they fancy they feel. 

" There is no country on earth where nolMngt are so 
prettily said and done : turn your eyes where you will, you 



* The faiittnx parUtt an le 
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meet id* kahUnuka, the MfcMp And elegance of whist. 
are eharasteristie of the teste •nil genius of ll>e nation ; 

" ifniek- knacks on the raaiiUe-uiuot, 

"Kniek-knseka oa the clothes, 

" Knick-knacks on the head, 

* Kuiok-kneoka on the Book, 
« Knick-knacks In die hat*, 

■ And knick-knacks in the manners. 

" I hare the greatest difficulty to dress myself fashion- 
ably ; for if my seamstress is the least dilatory, the mode 
Is gone by, and, consequently, my robe ia old-fashioned. 

' " The mode ia a continual rotation, a perpetual flux and 
reflux. The quickness of the understanding, and the ele- 
gance of the taste ia observable in every article of drew or 
furniture. There ape persona of both sexes who have no 
other profession than that of imagining methods of refining 
taste and voluptuousness, and they are known, esteemed, 
and cried up, as if they laboured day and night to save their 
country. An elegant tailor, an ingenious perfumer, a skilful 
hair-dneaer, I should nay wig-maker, and a good cook, that 
is, one whose imagination is inexhaustible, axe considered 
as wonderful beings, whose names are as famous as the 
moat celebrated authors. 

" Some persons exclaim against religion only because it 
is ancient. It would be delightful were it but, a week old j 
for, as one of the poets says i 

" The games of chance may vary with the times. Brdan 
has been suooecded by BotiiHote : Trentc el r/uaranti, by 
RouletU:.* In a few months others will, doubtless, be in- 
vented, because «mhh is the most dreadful of diseases, and 
because ennui is the offspring of uniformity. 

" Id short, all hero is notlang. 

* We talk about «otA«*j. 
" We dress with nothing. 

" We are busied about vjlhing. 

" We are angry for notMmg. 

" We are friends again for nothing. 

* Great expenses are Incurred with nothing. 
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" A man voluntarily marries a wonnB with iwMttg. 

" The wits reduce their soul and their reftcion for mmMsv. 

"And, since I have become Frenchified, I write *e JOT 
of Jiortinj/. 

" I should hare been glad to hare had yoa with me a few 
days ago, the scene to laughable. Ad agreeable (enow* 
that I had never seen before, suddenly came op to me in 
the room where I was. He accosted me, bowed wi*h an 
air of the utmost freedom, praised me, and made me a 
thousand offers of his services : I arose from my seat ; he 
did the same : I went out, he fallowed rat ; I walked to the 
Tuileries, he accompanied me : he became my shadow, 
until at length, approaching my ear, he made a downright 
declaration of love in two words.f I buret into a laugh, 
he laughed also ; I turned from him, and a minute after- 
wards he had disappeared, and I saw him no more. Qttata 
i ben francsao, t now is vede mot in Italia. 

"I am pursued in the gromedades, as if my figure was 
not human, and this also is the fashion of the country. But 
what is much more singular, is that the greater part of the 
spectators ogle me through a glass, as if' their sight was 
defective. The eye-glass gives an air of importance, and 
your Frenchman neglects nothing that may make him ap- 
pear important. 

" I shall not say anything to yon of meals : they are 
delicate, and dinner-parties are now universal. Some wo- 
man of fashion who fancies she has an agreeable voice, or 
two or three professed wits, usually take upon themselves 
to amuse the company. After dinner, cards are introduced, 
and, not unfreqnently, the gnest pays a hundred times 
over for what he has eaten and dnink.J 




"Sochia the life thafcl have led for the last three months, 
■id that I should find iiiaipid if it were not enlivened by 
that flux Mid reflux of beaux which are continually coming 
and going, and whose actions are not unlike those of wiie- 
puppeta. They enter singing, they exeunt with a whirl, 
and all about them, even their very looka appear artificial. 
" Adieu, my dear sister, I love you most affectionately, 
' * ' '■ — -Me We to love one's rela- 



though it is qui! 



quite unfashionable h 



Different maimer* of teeing. 

all things in God. 

A woman sees all things in her lover. 

The banker, the broker, and the contractor see all 
things in gold and silver. 

The lover sees all things in his mistress. 

The landlord sees all things in the approach of the 
quarter-day. 

Every one has a centre to which his mind is attracted, 
and to which all his actions, and all his thoughts have a 

y classes of men, so many different manners of 



The banished man is incessantly praying for an opportu- 
nity of again seeing the city, the village or the cottage in 
which he was born. The wonders that he sees in other 
countries^ catch his attention for ■ moment, but do not 
affect his heart : he sighs after the lowly mansion which 
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witnessed the sports of his infancy. Ah he approaches it, 
his bosom heaven with sensations of delight ; Ms imagina- 
tion is nattered by agreeable recollections, he trembles, he 
shudders with pleasure as he oversteps the well-known 



Certain philosophers hare treated these delirious senti- 
ments as absurd. Cease your vociferations, hard-hearted 
and unfeeling men I all your fine reasoning will never pro- 
duce a single enjoyment : they are too barren to occasion 
the least emotion : they will never carry conviction with 



On Bali. 

We read in Ml old manuscript a chapter entitled, tie chap- 
ter on hati. The author goes back to the period when they 
first began to be tttttD, Mid describes the different forma 

they underwent dr- ■— *" ' ' '— ™ 

treatiug the matte 

ject of it ; thai is to say, ho has discussed it m a heavy ai 
pompons style. However, peace be to his ashes I and lei 
as not disturb the repose of the dead if it be only to insult 



during a certain number of ages ; but, in 
tar methodically, he has forgotten the sub- 
s to say, he has discussed it in a heavy and 
However, peace be to hia ashes I and let 
is repose of the dead if it be only to insult 

will not, In this place, enter into a long and tiresome 
usaion in what I hare to say relating to the same eub- 
: I shall content myself with skimming over it. 



myself with skimming o< 
H Of the last twenty years,* hats have experi- 
enced 3TS revolutions- in their form, the most prominent of 
which I shall notice. 

They were at Ural worn with a angle each or corner, 
probably, because women were then prudent and reserved. 

Two cocks afterwards ornamented the hat :f a proof that 
the fair sex began to relax in their manner*. 

At length came the three-cornered hat J Families now 
fell into disorder : husbands were rapidly enrolled in the 
universal fraternity. 

• I have not thcorht tt worth wbBs to pi nutter bsat at the risk 
of maMnr my chapter too loni and tedkns. _ 

t These sorts of hats were In the form of a boat. Ther are stul 

t The Usrw-cornmd bat is t bat which i» the most TSnersUy worn. 



i, «ud m uK ijtlifld tiienigas o. 

Tliia h«iii«i 'did not oocliHiie Joag. He iuwbanda. tor 
decency's cake, did all they could to get rid qf * token 
which ton plainly and MaBdaloualy aunoeueed that aba ei- 



had then attained its height. The fair sex no longer 
bkiahcd : aupewaoo™ only wwe Mgarded, The funn of 
the hat then Uctaae mdiffereni. 

It wii nest tonnd embarrassing to iw a hat under any 
form whatever : in eonseqaeuce, they were diem ad on the 
head : it was sufficient to carry a little substitute under the 
arm* for purposes of ceremony. 

Round hats afterwards came again iato vegae, «* first, 
With large brims ; then, they wees pared down by degrees 
mttil nothing mors than a alight trace of them m left. 
Hey are no better than hah* Iwi* ; bat they are admirably 
adapted to those who wear them, sua* they cover only half 
heads. 

During the apace of twenty yean they were aduiawd la 
various manners : with ribbons, steel buckles, buttons and 
loops of thread si] k, and gold. 

But, enough has been said on as trifling a subject, and, 
without peroeiTing it, I ant imitating my paedostiar. Din. 

Twenty -wMiroiaA Aoajftfc of my Pater. 

Mr father was a good sort of man, whs swaiilliiii toofcit 
into his head to think and reflect. Ha ana night after sup- 
per entertained na with She fealowiag thiaathta, which be 



Ml wry long, aonaeqas nay , very ft' 

w thoughts I ban attained i fee our 

I have forgotten, which wiU not much fHarimsn the reader 
As the former pea " ' "' 



*. Ths-weria hi nothing bits 
d* the honmn of ta 
tjrJ drinh with the s 

the contrary, keep conseajod under 1M1 in 
oboa n ' m g e rerythtng nut saying nothing .* 

II. The hospital rf» Qamia- Vimgt* is an epitome- of the 
world. Nothing is known but by the feel, ,■■■-*' 

whin it fifaniin nwi,' 

III. 8h«w me two wosaen rip oretj friends aid who merer 
speak ill of eneh other, tmA ysw will produce ■ wonder with- 
out pamlleL A vmu WW teB 70a ehe is net obliged to 

loro a woman, but a mm. 

IT. Itie«rhomi>Juid toomtlmtweshallliere-^roTigeam 
absolnto barbarian We here so thoroughly sifted tin mode 
in nil its raniilSoation*, so ftillj- refined upon tastes, furniture 
nod drees, that, fatigued, exhausted, and overwhelmed with 
dslieaeiee, we shall be led to •onsider the restoration of the 
Gothic m sonwlhing new, and adept it. We are not always. 
young. The tmte will come, nay, is not far distant, when 
w» owrtclves shatt hare become Qotbie. 

T. There has been in alt ages the same portion of nnder- 



sucb is the case at present. We harsyfor example, between 
eighty moderate men a quantity of understanding, which, 
dirined only among <■«, would compose sis admirable men. 
Tain, every ana auwa-days baa understanding, bat no one 
has cneogh ot it 

TI. Gamesters are like birds : to-day they have a beau- 
tuM ahtmage, and to-ntowow tmny are moelttng. 

VII. AH day at Ms, what ghttteny ! all day 00 a sofa, 
what idleness 1 att day gaming, what martyrdom 1 alt night 
dancing, what folly 1 Nevertheless, rasnkind is almost 
wheny hacbaM in them fonr sfasaM i they at* either 
epicures, idlers, gamesters or fools. 

VIII. The beat di—e f party fct only good in proportion 

■■ II is mil 1 iiiiiiI lij ag n sa l ihi 11 lat l ni If nothing be 

said, there is no difference between the table and the man- 
gar. Every one p nu eat becomes the statoe in Don Juan. 

* Accordiai to mf war of tMaMnr, the irlieicrH do not play a 
Tcry HmoHlDf part, and J prefer that of thefoola, foolish as ft may 

• T ill s taoutflt of mj fiiiajft nay WW M am" rearteTt a Htfla- 
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IX. Mm of letters fight duels as well as men of the 
sword, bat one is much lees serious than the other. When 
1 see * couple of authors at open war, methinks 1 behold 
two persons fencing with tooth-picks. 

X. A man in favour is always labouring under a, danger- 
ous malady : he ought every moment to be expecting the 
stroke of death. 

XI. What an age is the present ! How replete with 
phenomena and honours ! how stained by indelible crimes I 
Would not any one hare passed for a madman who, sixty 
years ago, should have predicted what has since happened ! 
Ages succeed each other like the seasons ; but will the pre- 
sent ever be parallelled ! and if so, would not men become 
tigers and leopards t 

XII. Jfimi has a curious little face : the different fea- 
tures seem ss if they were not made for each other. But, 
is it Mimi's fault that her face is made of patch-work, when 

" ' anty fathers instead of or " *" 



XIII. Lore is nothing but s> coin which passes c 
everywhere. A woman says to each of her lovers, « 
ing she has a dozen, I adore you only in the whole ui 



says as much to each of his mistresses. Things 
being at this pass, no one is deceived. 

XIV. A kingdom is an equipage : the ministers are the 
wheels ; the people, the horses ; the sovereign, the coaeh- 

XV. Ancient words are respectable, because they sprang 
from the use of the necessaries of life : modern ones are 
ridiculous, because they arise from the introduction of 
superfluities, 

XVI. There is no people on earth that does not resemble 
certain animals : here they are parrots, there monkeys : 
here tigers, there oxen : here squirrels, there hedgehogs. 

XVII. Author was formerly a title, now it is a trade. A 
manuscript is put up for sale, in the si 
of shoes. 

XVIII. Modern publication; 
the frost traces on our windows ; breathe upon them, and 
the objects disappear. 

XIX. Our forefathers spoke well and thought still better : 
the present race speak ill and do not think at all.+ 

•M; hither whs iometlme» ■ little satirical. He bated IrreruUr. 
Itr, and was a btrot to order and method. 



iug colours to a blind man. They live in the midst of their 
hooks, like onnnchs in a seraglio.* 

Th* ruling pauion. 

Such is the variety of prerogative peculiar to mankind, 
which we call Beaton, that of itself it corresponds to all the 
diversity of the instinct observable in the amiable creation. 
Thus, under the biped form of man, there is no inhabitant 
noxious or innocent of the air, the forest or the water, that 
yon may not recognise. 

There is the wolf man. 

The tiger man. 

The fan man. 

The mole man. 

The swine man. 

leep man, and 

i : grasp hie 
„ it fingers. 

The shark man, who devours everything. 

The serpent man, who twines abont in a thousand differ- 
ent manners. 

The bear man, with whom I am by no means displeased. 

The eagle man, who soars above the clouds. 

The raven man, yon know Mm by the smoothness of Itis 
language. 

The hawk man. 

The man of prey. 

A man who should have no other qualities than those 

EDcnliar to the human race, would be a rarity indeed : we 
ave all, more or less, defects which are universally stig- 
matized in the brute creation. 

Accordingly, so many men, so many different cries or 
languages. 
There is the language of nature ; we hear it when Sarali, 



Utile Uinlibed : a nason tor their nraamr Hum. Wait t 
offered an aomeUraM brilliant, bv whip Bettlfitt I* dasal 

know task tt«il« i ujtr take only what tluytUnk wnlnli, and tk 
lit in the rletit. The public (Mte is alone to blame. 



spooking of the sacrifieo of her Ban, says, Qad icouid water 
luttt required it of hit mother. 

Wlieu Fon tcnclle, witness- of the programs of incredulity, 
says, / ihauld like to live tixty year! tonger, to we what it 
would come to in that time, he really attoko after his heart : 
he wished to live so long. 

There U the l"jpy of passion, and it may be distin- 
guished iu the pott, when Herminne says to-Orcstcs : Who 
told the* to t when to,— then ehall ™« ( "° ^ Phaedra 
replies : tAsy isitf n«w onn to let's I whon at Ihe end of an- 
ajgqoent charity seimion, a raiser saya : liii will encourage, 
begging : when a mistress, surprised ia the tact, says to her 
lover : Ah I you low me no longer, nnre you rather believe 
your eyes, than what I tell y<m : when the usurer at the 
point of death, says to the priest who is exhorting him : / 
cannot in contcience lend more than a hundred crownt on 
this crucifix ; it it /all at much at it it worth. 

What a variety of tones 1 how many discordant cries in 
the forest called society. 

This says to the priest who announces to him the visit of 
his God : I know Kim by the animal he beitridet ; it woi 
thai he entered Jeruialent. 

That, less satirical, spares, himself in his last moments 
the troubling to the exhortation of the vicar who had admi- 
nistered the usual ceremonies, iiy saying to him ; Can I da 
yon any further termet, rir t This is the language of the 
disposition. 

The monkey man is indsfinable : he has all sorts of cries 
at command. The step you speak of may be of service to 

S iu, but it will ruin your friend. — Welt 1 /cannot help that. 
ut consider, a friend ! Why, ya ; out, charity begins at 
home. Do you think; sir, that she wishes you to be gf the 
party ! What core / whether the doa or not, toot it mils 
me to make one I This is the language of the selfish man. 

/ have entered into thit agreement with you, to be litre ; 
but, I tell you plainly that I will not fuffilU. Not fulfil it, 
my lord ! and why, suffer me to ask your lordship 1 Bccaute 
I am Ihe ttronger. The language of fore* is still one of the 
cries of nature. 

Ton thmi me a villain : 1 defy your penetration. This 
ia the language of impudence. 

Do you like turtle! / thinl it excellent, delidout/ AM 
would that J were aflicttd with a ditorder, of which the eat- 
in^t/tP^Himld-ifietittiitWenrtJ Tens ia the racism*. 



m 



(ten of a ghMnn, e-jflfertng from having eaten toe: 
111 physician. 



The language of mtn also assumes an infinity of various 

forme from the profession be happens ts> e~* *t ~* J s i) ; they 

belie the aaa— *- - r *»■■■ * ; *-"— - 



When a medical man says : Xvfiicd mi fofera tB, I 

attended Mm: lie died, 1 diuectedkim : it doe* not follow 
tint he is hard-hearted. 

The Abbe" de Caimaye wrote a little satire m witty aa it 
was severe, on the wens of hie friend Remand de St Hare. 
The latter, who was ignorant that the Abbe! was the anther 
of,the satire, was one day complaining of this piece of 
malice to a lady the friend of both. While St- Marc, whose 



sure, the prick of a pin, the Abbe*, placed behind him and 
opposite the lady, made signs to her that the satire was 
composed by him, and ridiculed his friend by patting oat 
his tongue. Some said that the Abbess behaviour was on- 

K'donabie ; while others maintained that it was a mere, 
lie. This question of maimers was referred to the judg- 
ment of the learned Abbe* Fenel, from whom no other 
decision could ever be obtained, exoopt that it wot a custom 
among (Tie ancient Gaul* la pat out their tntigve. 

What is to be eondnded from that ! that the Abbe - de 
Caimaye was naturally mnlidous 1 I should think so. That 
the other Abbe* was a fool ; I deny it He was a man who 
had wasted his eyes and spent his life m erudite researches 
and who saw nothing in thn? world of any importance in 
comparison of (he restitution of a long-lost passage, or the 
discovery of an ancient custom. It is the pendant of the 
geometrician who, fatigued by the applauses with which the 
capital resounded when Racine produced his Ipkigtniet, fett 
a desire to read this pnflfed-np drama. He procured the 



accustomed, from bis infancy, to write at the top si 
pan: ffhat t» to be dammntrated. 

A man may appear ridiculous, but he is neither ignorant 
nor foolish, much less wicked, became he never loses sight 
of his hobby-horse. 

When a monarch, who commanded hie armies in person, 
said to some of Ms officers who had abandoned an attach 
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any advantage : Why, were you Sons /or anything die but 
to diet He spoke only the truth, though, perhaps, unwit- 

Whon a company of grenadiers eoliciLed of their general 
the pardon of one of their brave comrades surprised in the 
set of marauding, and said to him ; Let your honour give 
him *p to it*. You rr.ight take otooy hie life .* tee know how 
to punith a grenadier more tevercly ; he ihail not be praenl 
at tie meet battle yon will gain I They spoke with the elo 
quence of their profession. Sublime eloquence t woe to the 
marble heart that is deaf to it 1 

But the bomb, sin ! What hat the bomb to do with the 
letter I am dictating to you ?—Thc that hat carried off the 
porridge-pot, but, luckily, the beef vaen't in it. It was a king 
that made use of the former of these expressions, to his 
secretary : a soldier of the Utter : but both were the lan- 
' u energetic mind : they are independent of the 



of a poor wretch labouring under one of those infirmities 

which perplex and frequently baffle all the efforts of art. 
The physicians and surgeons consulted on his case. One 
of them proposed an operation which might have turned 
ant either ratal or salutary. Opinions were divided. They 
inclined to leave the patient to the decision of nature, when 
one among them more intrepid as well as more unfeeling 
than the rest, said : faciamui experimaUum in aiiimi vilt. 
This was the language of a wild beast Bat, between the 
curtains that surrounded Muret, was heard die cry of the 
man, the philosopher and the christian : Tatxgsan font 
imuma uW*,iUa pro qua cAruiiu mm dedignatat at moril 
These words prevented the operation, and the patient re- 

To this variety of the language of nature, passion, dispo- 
sition and profession, may be added the diapason of national 
manners. This is heard when old Horatius, speaking of his 
son, says : thai he mii/ht die, and when the Spartans say of 
Alexander : tiuce Alexander would be a god, let hint be a 
god. These expressions are not characteristic of an indi- 
vidual, bnt shew the general disposition of a nation. 

We might have given this article at much greater length ; 
but we have preferred extracting what appeared to us the 
most striking. To fix the attention, the nvuid must be cap- 



tivated : it is the only method of writing if ono winbiw to 

be read. 

MARRIAGE. 



Mi uncle, John Joseph William Desormesux, is ■ ' 
great experience : he was twice married, and was 
publicly enrolled in the htmwrable brotherhood, In 
liia moments of spleen he gave free vent to his gall i 
marriage : I wag present, and here ia what I can : 
of it:— 

"My dear nephew, I have been, and I am still a memor- 
able victim of marriage : the evils that I hare Buffered are 
incalculable : it is necessary to have experienced them to 
know truly the horror of the abyss into which a man plunges 
by marrying. As to the second time, I confess it was, 
in a great measure, my own fault However, I have pretty 
well atoned for it : but I am at least desirous that it should 
serve as an example to others, although I have not had 
sufficient resolution to profit by it. 

"Here are some reflections which T wish yon to get 
printed : they are of the greatest importance, --■ ■ T 
receive cousoUtr - ~ : '- " " "" — '" ~ L — 



parting them to the public I know 
ley will not prevent marriages taking place as usual ; bui 
shall have done my duty, and my conscience will be ai 



My uncle then read from a paper which he afterwards 
gave into my han ds, the reflections which are bare tran- 
scribed. 

" I should like there to be a noviciate in marriage before 
assuming the veil— too often that of blindness. How many 
unhappy marriages are there from a want of a more intimate 
acquaintance on both aides ! External appearances are very 
deceitful." 

My uncle paused a moment, fetched a deep sigh, hemmed 
twice, and thus proceeded : 

" Marriage ia an affair that requires the most serious 
consideration. Nothing so gay as a wedding, nothing so 
terrible as housekeeping. A wife constantly scolding or 



" If y ou do not love your wHe> aha will live for a hundred 
yearn to torment you ; If yon lore her, she presently 

dies, and jot are in despair : — how it one to act- 1— keep 

" Marriage ia ■ greater tie than the vows of a monk : he 
Iw t»4y hi pasaiooe to subdue, — the husband has his owk 
nuti those ef aia wife, who is generally possessed by seven. 

" Them m hardly * msrried mu who does Dot repent of 
being so: then is hardly a married woman who does not 
wish for a second husband, and sometimes a third. 

" Yea are laid that yon and your wife are to be hot one ; 
and this (• the philosojiher's atone, to incorporate two sub- 
sianeee n* — "y umiiKirporataltU." 

The rest of my tsacle's philippic merits no attention, and 
I shall, therefore, spare myself the trouble of traueor ibing 
say saeieof it. It souaated of haekniod complaints against 
the- (air sea, which have- neither novelty, wit, candour, nor 
perhaae truth to reeoaanwad them. 

After he . had read to the and, for I waa obliged to give 
low the hearing, I ashed my uncle if be had seen a htilo 



"Ho t why Ansa he pret a nd to meddle with asuhj est he 
can know nothing of t And if women have so much merit, 
why ilnan'l he choose a wife t Ncsn of these poets have 
carnmoa senaey" snntnaed my ancle, with warmth and vi- 
vacity : ■ they bKndly follow their imaginations, and give 
tat their idle imam foe facts. But are his verses geod I" 

" Some say the? are ; o thc*s, the oontratrj : the general 
cry is, that hat poena ia ne great thing*." 

"In tha*saaa>I wish aba aoshor'a pasanhinent for having 
written a bad poem, was forcing him to marry : we should 
■ J 'y haw bmeasswt forth hi ' 



My uncle said no more : I quitted him impressed with 
what he had said agaana* the Isnainiw gender, ax4 promising 
myaelf th^lwa^riwA^iaotbehMMim* 



Google 



Analj/ti* qf all the novels and nmanca, pott, present, .<t»d 
' te come, 0/ Citizen Ducrai PmtstuU. 

A QE.N-n.niiK in the country lately wrote to ■ bookseller In 
Paris, informing him Shst be was desirous of purchasing 

the whole of D D 's novels and romances ; but, 

before making Die purchase, which ho understood would be 
considerable, he wished to have sent trim a list and a sort 
of analysis of each of them. The bookseller, a little arch in 
his inclination, transmitted the gentleman the list as he 
desired, and added the following analysis. Having com- 
municated it to me, I have thought it my dirty to give it to 
tile public, who, I hope, will take it in good part, as it je 



" Cruel fortune— Barbara* destiny- -Pitiless fate— Ah 1 
—Alas !— Bm— 1— Celestial beauty !— Why I— Hoi !— 



For — O heartens 1— Gods 1 Eternal providence 1 — My 

heart — My soul — Intoxicating power— Happy ,"""' — ^ ' 
Dnlooked for delight !— Past felicity !— " 



heart — My eonl — Intoxicating p 

-._,. _,...,',.._. iJi-u !_paat fe , 

— Precious sensibility ! — Beatitude — 
How beautiful she was I — Good young man ! — Could I hays 

hoped K 1 — Dreadful fatality 1 Remorse In store 1 — My 

God I — Celestial powers t — Terrifie vengeance 1 — The iniir- 
nturing stream— The warbling of the feathered tribe — The 
tears of Aurora — The perfumes of Flora — The umbrageous 

groves— A pure and cloudless sky The agitation of the 

foliage— Gentle Zephyr— t ill! !—[—." 

In this maimer may be made the analysis of almost eveiy 
mesel or romance of the present day. With a certain 
siumber of words, notes of interrogation and admiration ; 
retieencea, sudden pauses, apostrophes, invocations, and the 
like, every thought, every idea may be expressed in a grand, 
suitable, and majestic style. 

Neither is it exclusively in novels and romances that 
these ansiHaries are found serviceable : &ey are also made 
nee of in most of our modern dramas. The authors imagine 
that all these invocations addressed to the Deity, these 
misplaced apostrophes, misplaced because no reason exists 
for their insertion, these ridiculous exclamations are iudu- 



Bmp p i m m . 

Viaao« in his time reckoned two hundred and eighty- 
eight different opinion* on this question : What it happi- 

We might now reckon a much greater number, and yet 
we are not a whit happier. 

Who it the Icing of the tnuvfrJ demanded Seneua. He 
Oat km noMta la detire, was his reply.* This idea in 
false. The man without desires is an inanimate, indifferent 
being, who nan never be happy : for happiness cannot exist 
with apathy and indifference. 

Another philosopher who heard somebody say : It it a 
great Kappvnut (o havewhat one viihti for, and who replied ; 
It it a omkA greater to with for no more than one hat, was 
nearer the truth, since the limitation of our desires may, 
doubtless, prove a aource of contentment 

Happiness is a series of enjoyments, and that state is in- 
compatible with the passions of human nature- 
According to Jean Jacques Rousseau, man cannot be 
happy on earth : the utmost he can acquire is contentment : 
and Rousseau was in the right. Let us endeavour then to 
find it, and not fatigue ourselves by running after a chimera, 
that has no existence but in the imagination. 

But how few are there who enjoy content ! The rich sigh 
after fresh treasures : the ambitious seek accession of hon- 
ours, and the sensualists new pleasures. 

Let <n do weil, let thott wlo eon do better, should be the- 
maxim of those who wish to pass their lives in tranquillity 
and content. It may be added, that this tranquillity and 
content depend greatly on the manner in which we are 
organized, and that there are some individuals who can 
never procure these blessings. 

More than two thousand volumes have been written on 
happiness, which treated chapter after chapter of this 
chimera, as if the subject had been a plant or a disease. 
Some of them have been read for the sake of their authors: 
others, and the far greater part, have deservedly descended 
from the cradle to the grave never to rise again. All the 
utility to be drawn from them is to stuff up the head with 
systems each more absurd than the others. Happiness in 
An tenia fat nus that lures the eves, 
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II norer has been, it never will be (bond, notwithstanding 
the opinions of certain philosophers who have thought to 
palm their reveries upon us for so many incontestable 
truths, and who have all set out with proving by their own 
example, that they refuged to partake of a fruit which they 
offered to all the world. 



HumNrrr, philanthrophy, beneficence, fine words by which 
our ears are perpetually stunned, which are in every mouth, 

but by which few hearts are affected. 

Implore humanity of a rich upstart i he will tell you it 
is a virtue impossible to be realized in society, and that to 
do good to any one is only to foster ingratitude. 

Solicit the beneficence of a stoek-jobber : he will look you 
in the face with a smile of contempt, will afterwards harshly 
refuse you, and speedily turn his back towards 'Change, in 
order to learn whether any opportunity offers to enrich 
himself still further — the means he never thinks about. 

A fine sentiment, beautiful in theory ; but nothing more. 
The hearts of mankind are shut to all the disinterested 
passions : every one thinks only of himself, cares only for 

himself in the vast universe. Man is rery little to 

rather he is nothing. He begins to beeomi 

when be may be of service to us and second oar incraiivo 

views : in aft other cases, man worries man without pity or 

Bat the fair sex, you will say, are not so unfeeling ; they 
are touched with compassion at the miseries of others. 
That may be, and yet the satire on the young lady patting 
her lap-dog and feeding him with biscuit, while she refuses 
charity to a lame mendicant seems, at least, to put the mat- 
terjn doubt-* 

■e there to whom this fable might 



be applied 1 But it is in vaib to preach : they are incorngi- 




But the plileeopher t*» m 
■ft-uri.it breaihe His great anil noble passions ; ye*, U 
in absolutely a stranger to them. .Like ilvecs, lie vuapa 
to conduct others to the pienumd land, b«t never to eater 



Nevertheless, examples of humjuttiy 
neee ere to be found Yes, but they are so rare I 

Apparent ran nanUt tn gurgitc socio. 

Among this small number, here is one which deserves 
attention : it is not exactly new ; but of this sort there arc 
but few modern instances. It is extracted from a Chinese 
history, and the hero of it is a lung. 

" The Emperor Gam-hi being one day hunting, and bar- 
ing strayed from all his attendants, saw a poor old man 
who was weeping bitterly, and seemed afflicted at souje 
extraordinary disgrace. He approached him. affected with 
the situation in which he saw him, and without making 
himself known, asked him the cause of his sorrow. 

" My sorrow F' said the old mau ; " alas, sir, if I should 
tell you, it is an evil out of your power to remedy." 

" Perhaps, my good man," resumed the Emperor, " I 
may be of greater service to yon than you imagine : inform 
me of the nature of your affliction." 

" Since you wish to know it," replied the old man, " it 
U this : — A governor of One of the Emperor's country - 
houses, finding my little property, which lies near the royal 
domains, to bis liking, has seized upon it, and reduced me 
to the utmost distress. He has not stopped there : I bad 
only one sou, who was the support and comfort of my old 

slaves. This, sir, is the occasion of my grief." 

" The Emperor was so much allocked at this account, 

bis authority, be asked the old man whether it was far from 
the place Where they were to the country-house be spoke 
of, and the old man saying that it was not more than half 
a league, he told him that he would go with him to the 
governor, and exhort him to give up his property and re- 
lease his son ; adding, that he did not despair of being able 
to persuade him." " Persuade him !" replied the old man; 
" all, ah-, consider, if yon please, what I have just told you, 
that this man belongs to tbe Emperor : surely, it is neither 
Safe for me nor for you to ask him such a thing ; he would 
only treat me the worse ; and as to you, you might receive 
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some insult, that I should be Sorry to see happen for four 
compassion to me." " Do Dot be alarmed on my account," 
observed the Emperor : " I am determined to nuke the 
attempt, and I hope that our negociatiun will be attended 
with better .success thai) you seem to expect." 
, " The old man, who distinguished something in the appear- 
ance of the stranger of that nobleness visible in the looks of 
men of his illustrious rank, offered no further resistance : 
be merely objected that being worn out with age and trou- 
ble, he could not keep pace with the horse on which the 
Emperor was mounted. " I am young," said the prince ; 
" get on my horse, I will go on foot." The old man could 
not think of accepting this offer : the Emperor proposed s 
medium ; lie desired the old man to get up behind him i 
the latter still excused himself, observing that as his extreme 
poverty had deprived him of the means of changing his 
clothes and lineu, be could not warrant his being so free 
from vermin as he could wish. " Get up, my friend," re- 
plied the Emperor, K say no more ; it will only be putting 
on other garments, at the worst." 

"The old man at last did as he was desired, and they 
presently reached the spot of their destination. The Em- 
peror was no sooner arrived than he demanded to see the 
governor, who appearing, was not a little surprised when v 
the prince, accosting him, discovered the golden dragon that 
he wore on his breast, and which his hunting-dress had 
concealed. To render this memorable action of justice and 
humanity more celebrated, it happened that the greater 
part of the nobles who had accompanied the Emperor were 
present, as if it had been preconcerted between him and 
them ; for it was before them all that be reproached the 
good old man's persecutor in the severest terms ; and that, 
after having obliged him to restore his property and his 
son, he sentenced him to lose his head, which order was 
directly executed. He did more i he appointed the old 
man his place, advising him to take care that, fortune chang- 
ing his manners, another might not one day profit by his 
injustice, in the same way that he had profited by that of 
his predecessor."* 

* Onr seed Henry lib, nn manr jaooh of his humanttv which 
PW Jg *pnr related In tins place, but all to* world knows Um 



IBB un OF 



pexfectiuii They an in all quarters : quacks in public 
places, quacks in the streets, and these are not the must 
dangerous : quacks in trade, quacks in religion, quacks even 
in the hall of Themis, quacks in the field of Man, quacks 
in the arts and sciences, quacks in literature ; in short, all 
is quackery. It ill a current coin that rapidly circulates 
thruufh every class of individuals of which this Tast universe 

But die most dangerous class of all these quacks is the 
polities! quacks :' they overturn states and enect the ruin 
of empires. We have given a frightful example in the 
revolution ; but that will not prevent them from being; 
listened to in future. Tht world it the prej c,f <Ae nunning- 

There are the philosophical quacks, who, in order to lead 
you rata the paths of wisdom sod virtue, make yen traverse 
the bread reads of vice, by inviting you to yield to the 

The ehenueal quacks, who are always decompounding^ 
but nefer compound anything. 

The ' matbeimtieal quacks, who delude yon with linea 
without length, breadth or depth. 

The literary quacks, who abuse Corueille, Racine and 
™ i, in order to pass off their own miserable produo 




curst i that Cor- 
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The poetical quacks, who bare sworn to make ns acknow- 
ledge their paltry rhymes for the quintessence of put try. 

The medical quacks, who endeavour with all their might 
to persuade as that no disorders can be cured without the 
produce of other countries- 

The apothecary quacks, who pretend to prove that a 
mixture of a few drugs Becomes x universal specific. 

The astronomical quacks, who strive to demonstrate that 
the world is the result of chance. 

The bookselling quacks, vbu have naming so much at 
heart as to sell bad books for good, rhapsodies for excellent 
works, and the &nff of Madame Ango for the offspring of 

The culinary quacks, who have adopted the lucrative 
custom of serving up cats for rabbits, tough cocks for ca- 
pons, and dowager hem for pullets. 

The ill imliinl qaackB, who, for Urn best wine, sell 



The confectionery quacks, who sell you w 



The shoe-maker quacks, who put you in. sheep for goat 

Quackery of quackery ; all here below is nothing but 
quackery. 



Df poenr. Hippllr. the opinion of these 
'<mc llr. <fn Vlnnigrlrr, the intimities of lot 



bled u man; M 
to play together. 

who understood nothing of this nor any other music, on- 
serving that three hundred men played at a time, presumed 
that with a little impudence, he might pass in the crowd, 
In fact, he wag appointed and received his salary with the 
rest for several years. The King dying, his successor gave 
public notice that he liked even more than his predecessor 
the instrument yv ; but that he intended to hear every one 
of the three hundred play one after the other. Upon this 
intimation, Nan-Ro absconded and was never heard of. 
afterwards/* 

How many Nan-Ho'i may be met with in the different 
professions If 



neks, lnctadmr the KobcrUr 
and a thousand otbert. But, 
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POLANDERS. 



THE Sarmatians had lost n put of those barbarous custom* 
which had caused half of the known universe to be despised 
b j the ancient Romans. The modem Romans, fallen from 
their forma 1 iplendour, concentrated in the capital of the 
Christian world, the useful or agreeable arts : under the 
■hade of which rapidly arose religious prejudices and politi- 
cal ignorance, — striking and dangerous proofs of the ahaoo 
merit and decline of a nation. 

The Popes reigned by the strength of public opinion : 
the Emperors of Germany supported their power by the 
force ot'armi, or by the divisions which agitated Europe : 
the weaker sorereigoa opposed intrigue to ambition' : the 
great Tassels everywhere crushed the people ; and the vul- 
gar were born, laboured and died, to humour the caprice 
or pride of their in ' ' ' ' 

northern uatkna, scarcely knew anything of th 
whoso bravery had bo long balanced the fortune of the' 
Roman eagles ; bat the Sarmatians, become Polanders, in 
the midst of the storm* which disordered Europe, preserved 
thai', national pride, that impetuous courage, by which they 



the midst of the storm* which disordered Europe, preserved 
" t national pride, that impetuous courage, by which " 
voce always distinguished. 

According to the customs of those times, they united 
rude and sometimes sublime virtues, to the most shocking 
vioee ; the most heroic deeds were joined to the most 
superstitious ceremonies ; and Christianity to absurd or 
cruel customs, which had bean consecrated bj the blindest 
idolatry. 

At die end of the twelfth century, the Poland*.™ still 
■mothered their children that were born with any bodily 
imperfection : they abridged the existence of the aged who 
were infirm : the Palatines had right of life and death over 
their peasants, and could not be arrested for any crime be- 
fore they had been legally convicted of it. 



Rape, ._. 

ae* of the just and valuable privilege of following tho dic- 
tates of the heart, was only punished with death when the 
female so highly outraged in her honour and affections, 
refused to etTaoa, by tbe gift of her hand, die slain which 
had been fixed upon her by a feracious passion. The spirit 
of chivalry alone counterbalanced these monstrous institu- 
tions, and maintained appearance of order in Che midst of 
anarchy and barbarism. 

A weak state, the different members of which, either 

another : irregular diets, ware the moat imp ortant ifciga 
discussed with aafcre in hand : the right ef dying for 

the country i ■■ n il to the auWes, who alone eoaid be said 
to hare a country : intrepid, bat «ndi»*i|itned ana !— 
arily enupire to ant Poland 



a foreign yoke, and she had irfrT^"! tt 

become tributary t- 



Emperors of Germany, 

■ t - Poianderi 



al throne, and who m 
of *hfl hoaee of Austria, whieh for id many IBM has baai 
tbe admiration and the aneufge af the world ( Rodohdw 
rendered leas a>pportabk> the yaks under whieh toe Po- 
landers groaned, hut whtati had not eubdaed their national 



A Palatine, aa bnaaa and t"*r , *" ; ' - ""° M he waa nab 
and jealoua of Us rights, powerful by the »m»i«— i af his 
Twnali. by the popularity of fail Hi, and instructed n 
the art «f war by twenty years' cram-ware, Meaaako was 
the first who dared to commence the erf of iioriy, always 
ao dear to the Pelaadcas. 

This cry flew from nalajaaata to paktinata, The aaane 
of Metoako ravrrad banc wkieh waa nearly ajaj jahnj, 
and inspired rimfiiWns. The people eraaywhora mas, tfaey 
aseembkd, they maaiaksd without order, and >ahnr took 
the place of discipline. 

Several detnahmoaai of Insaorial arsopa warn beaten by 
men without leader*, bwtati— latad by tbe noble pride uf 
rescuing their country. A aiiisuma amy, caasaoaad af a 
hundred corps which eante from all perls of Potaad and 
Oeoiseo, unauUBOnHly appointed tho ardaat 
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This warrior had not solicited the fcgaaur of «hia arduous 
post; lint, feeling himaelf vuTtity of it, he awepted with a 
oobie frscknaea the rank whioli the gpi wl oo teo m . con- 
ferred upon faiiu. He aware to justify it, and wai faithful 
to bis oath. 

Among thorn who bad voluntarily ranged thnmarjjea 
Under his standard, was diHtiagaiahad the young Subisafci, 
one of tho ancestors of that famous family which afterwards 
rendered Poland illustrious. To tie qualities ivhioh com- 
pose great men, be added a rare modesty, an extreme aen- 
sibilHy, and (hat courteous behaviour watch diaaima even 
envy of bar sting. 

Educated in baa haired of opnreaaien, tar from a eoort 
that his fatter despised, hi* youth was passed at the oaatle 
of Mouliiicza, where military exercises occupied to* greater 
part of hia time. Every lekora mocnent, when be could 
escape observation, he employed in the secret otddvation 
of his. mind, for fear of rendering himself ridicule™ in the 
eyes of those who then considered ignonenoa aa can of the 



oer coiBaaniaa in arou of the 
father of Sobioslii. They had both covered thetnselvBs 
with laurel* in the wan againrt the Tonka and Hungarians ; 
bat, the ebilhng hand of age bad now left them only the 
power of forming wishes for the liberty of their country. 

The two veterana often nw each other, and the uma 
habits, the same political opinions nknagawaaai aaeir farmer 
friendship. 

Poliuaki had a daughter, aUteen yean of age, an enchant- 
ing figure, tali and wetl-eliaped, a moat ffiteeeating, onuuton- 
ancs, sparkliug eye*, the disposition of an angol, and a 
tender heart j— such ia the pnnrait of Polinski. 

Sobieaki BawhnrfortawnrallHneatwmtafa whan, the 

senses expending with im ' 

solely to tare i when bu it 

communkatae its beat to ail that a 

saw Polinaka, and from thai moment lived only by her, a 

for her. He had not declared hia ji anion, and beno*y, 

always observing, congratulated itself on not baring bean 

prn p oss cs s od in favour of an ncgrateful object. 

In ona of those feetivaJe whan gaiety ia Basted ui the 
moat rigid deeeney i where the sports, the songs, die dance, 
the tunsnil, and the daaahng glare at sxtnMsi lights, am- 



spire to beat an Imagination already exalted, and electrify 
a heart agitated by a secret impulse, not easily accounted 
fur, and incapable of definition ! Pofinska, alarmed at a 
■Bate of inind ao no* to her, retired from the midst of the 
throng, and went to seek in a solitary walk that tranquillity 
of the senses which the fresh air of a liesutiM night seldom 
fails to produce. Sealed on a mossy hillock, ahe was ab- 
sorbed in reflection : while unknowing what she did, she 
■tripped the leaves from a spreading lily, the whiteness of 
which wis effaced by her own transparent complexion. 
Nothing escapes the vigilant eye of a lover : Sobieslri had 
her quit the assembly. Like her, he was tormented 



The intimacy which had lately subsisted between them, 
aided by the favourable obscurity, emboldened the amiable 

Cng man : he found Polinska, he fell on his knees before 
, he spoke, and her whole frame thrilled with pleasure : 
he declared his love with that ingennonsnen which is a 
guarantee of in sincerity. Polinska was all innocence, all 
confidence : she could not dissimulate, she made no answer, 
hut let her hand fall into that of her lover. 

Their fathers were transported at the discovery of an 
attachment .widen seemed every instant to augment. They 
had for a long time proposed to form only one family : they 
yielded to the impatient wishes of their children, and fixed 
the day which was to see them united for ever. 

Sobiceki and Polinska counted the hours, the minutes ; 
but they counted them together. Happy period, when love 
b nourished by hope, illusions, the caresses of innocence, 
and a thousand nameless delights, without doubt, less vio- 
lent, but much sweater- than enjoyment, and which is not 
like tiiat, succeeded by satiety and regret 1 . 

The amiablu pair were walking Dew thai retired spot, the 
discreet and favoured witateaa of their first mutual confes- 
sion. Emblem of their hearts, their arras were fondly 
entwined, while the vacant hand of each, impelled by the 
same attraction, at length met, and the touch vibrated to 
their souls. 

The animated eye of Sobieslri called up the blush of 
modesty into the cheeks of Polinska : her natural timidity 
struggled with her love ; like a gentle rose-bud about to 
blow in full perfection, which awaits, yet nan the rays of 
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the von. Suddenly, the trumpet aroused the peseefnl in- 
habitants of Blonie : its shrill sound pierced the foliage that 
surrounded the lovers, and interrupted their endearments. 
Sobiesbi and Polinska trembled without being able to assign 
a cause for their apprehension : but, when we are arrived 
at happiness, we begin to feel that it Is only a fugitive sha- 
dow, always ready to disappoint our grasp. 

Sobiseki, with hasty (brides left the garden ; his father 
and Polinski were seeking him : the joy which sparkled in 
their eyes for a moment dispelled his alarm : an icy chill- 
neas glided through his veins on hearing these words : — ■ 

" Rejoice, my son, Poland has at length found avengers, 
and the name alone of Metusko raises armies. Join with- 
out delay the nobility of the environs, who are assembling 
at Blonie. Go, serve your country with the same ardour 
as yon study to please beauty, with the same success : re- 
turn victorious, "ami the palm of glory shall be presented to 
you by the hand of love." 

Young Sobieski sighed sa he cast a parting look on his 
pale, trembling and inanimate mistress. He presumed to 
snatch a kiss, retired in silence, leaped on horseback, drew 
his scimitar, and vowed to prove bjnmlf worthy of Po- 

Rodolpho, adored by his troops, beloved by his subjects, 
confiding in his power, slumbered in the midst of the volup- 
tuousness that surrounded the throne, and suspected nothing 
of the storm that was gathering; at a distance. With the 
news of the insurrection of the Poles, he learned that 
Mctuskn's forces were superior to his own, and that he had 
created that famous pospolite, a body of cavalry composed 
of the flower of the nation, which afterwards, under the 
lageltons, were sometimes defeated, without ever being 
vanquished. 

He was also informed that the levies were made with 
unprecedented celerity ; that magazines were established 
and distribute.! with the greatest order ; that a plan of 
finance had been conceived and put into execution, a method 
then unknown in Europe, when tile vassals followed their 
lords to the wsrs without pay or supplies, and returned to 
their respective homes when authorized by defeat, eioes- 
sive fatigue, harvest time, or the approach of winter, 
according to a custom the origin of which is lost in the 
earliest ages, 

Rodolpno, the chief of the empire, but without states, 



witheut say ikrci authority over independent gojuu'^M), 
could rakier raise men nor money v-ithuut the imU of 
the different Circles. He aonvoked a AM at Katioboa, and 
while they deli berated on tbs demands of the Emperor, 
Metusko took Warsaw, drove from the throne die phantom 
- of d king appointed by Rodolpho, stripped or dispersed bin 
partizans, acquired evei-j' day new ones himself, and pre- 
pared to repass the Vistula, in order to march by Sandomir 
to meet the troops, which were sent aaamst him from Aus- 
tria by the way of Upper Hungary. 

Tha Count of Munich, faithful to the aide of the emperor, 
had hastily assembled the garrisons of Lencici, Iceow and 
Bml He advanced by forced marches towards Warsaw, 
to dispute with Metusko the passage of the river, to keep 
li«n in check as long as poankilc, and to give tune to the 
united bodies of the circles to enter Poland before the 
Palatinates, stili overawed by the Imperial troops, BooaJd 
declare for the insurgents. If he should meet with a repulse, 
he intended to retire to the places be had fust evacuated, 
before which, he had no doubt of being able to stop the 
program of Metusko, until a sufficient army could be col- 
lected to make bead against him. 

His plan was wisely conceived, and might have succeeded 
if his adversary had not diaoovend it The Geree Polander 
deviated ft moment from his natural impetuosity : he ap- 
peared as if he dreaded the Imperialists : he retired within 
the city as soon as their archers shewed themselves on the 
other aide of the Vistula : he began a ncgociation which he 
aooa broke off, presented himself anew to pass the river, 
and retreated on the first discharge of the enemy's arrows. 

The German general knew the intrepidity of Metusko : 
his manoMivres eoeld not betha effector fear; li is intention 
must then be to engage him to pass the Vistula, in order 
that be might attack him with more advantage, is the dis- 
order that snob an operation oould not oul to produoe. 

Munich was too inferior in numbers to hazard an eater- 
prize of this nature. The apparent irresolution of the Poire 
seconded his secret designs already communicated : he, 
therefore, determined on bis part to temporise, and en- 
camped within a bow-shot of the river. 

Metusko plainly perceived that he might easily pass it in 
spite of the Imperialists ; but he muat experience consider- 
able loss, and he was desirous of encouraging new troops 
by a brilliant exploit, which should nei th er be purchased 



by UK*r Mood nor their ooursge. He bad remarked, in Ike 
partial combats that bod already Uiaa plana, the intelligence, 
ike wisdom, end (he bravary of fkibioiki. 

When the count first approached W«iu>, hs Lad detached 
the young Palathte at toe heed of aii thousand horse, with 
WWM to coast the river as fur as Plockio, to tarry the 
town by assault, to leave in it a thousand men as a garrison, 
to MM the Vistula, and with all possible expedition to some 
and take the Count of Mindeh in the rean. As soon aa 
SebieaU should appear in the plain, be himeelf wai to cross 
the river wish all hie snaliy, and fariouslj attack the Ger- 
amin Such were the motives of the vogue and unaccount- 
able eoadwet that he had affected for several days pasL 

aiWaWH howew, was an old General, whom it was not 
aaay ** atfao : his ssohui at length repsrted to him mat 
a numerous eerps appeared behind him, and advanced from 
the aide of Soheeaow. The count then eoneeived the ex- 
tent of the danger to which he had exposed himself I he 
know uot what tiiie body of cavalry might he; but resolved 
immediately to decamp and attack Sobieaki, hoping U> de- 
feat him before Metuato should be informed of his arrival. 

The German scoute had only discovered the advanced 
guard, and Munich was astonished to find himself opposed 
by ■ body sufficiently numerous to hold the victory si con- 

AiiloMhla iJo-n. n aiiamnoo Ho ^hidb in uumixb ft foj taking 



au advantageoua position : he drew up his army o 
eminence, defended on one side by a swamp inaccessible to 
hone, on the. other by a thick wood, in which he lodged 
five hundred cross-bow men : hie troops, wholly composed 
of infantry, would be able to net in every direction, aa cir- 
sumstaDOsa aught require, with the utmost facility. 

Sobieaki pscweived the advantage of this position. Never- 
theless a degree of impetuosity, nslural to youth, induced 
him to think of s Hacking alone, and to share with no one 
the honour of the victory which he flattered himself he 
should be able to maintain : a moment's reflection, how- 
ever, brought him to more moderate sentiments : he re- 
proached himself with having conceived the ides of sacri- 
ficing to his ambition the lives of so many brave men. He 
despatched several couriers to Warsaw, the approach to 
which waa rendered open by the retreat of Munich ; and 
informing Meissko of his situation, demanded hi* orders. 



sjsawat seal BwsP appris ed of SBpiesfci'f annj n a ca , tfi n 
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this advice necessary. The messengers of the young Palatine 
found him already out of Warsaw, marching in order of 
battle, and extending his left wing towards Czeisko, to pre- 
vent the enemy from escaping by Sandomir and Cracow, 
which still held oat for the emperor : all other means of 
retreat were taken away from him by the position occupied 
by Sobieski. 

Metuako sent orders to the young warrior to dismount 
the whole of his men, to leave the horses hi the care of the 
attendants, and to attack without delay by the swamp. He 
expected himself to arrive soon enough powerfully to assist 
Sobieski, surround Munich entirely, and to pat to the 
sword those who should refuse to lay down their arms. 

Sobieski executed the orders of his commander with the 
valour of a soldier, and the prudence of an old general 
He passed the swamp in the midst of a shower of arrows, 
which in troth did little injury to his men, who were all 
clad iu armour : but when he attempted to ehmbthe height, 
trunks of trees and huge fragments of stone were rolled on 
his troops, and overthrew whole columns. 

By the intelligence and order with which Munich con- 
ducted his defence, as well as by his efforts constantly 
directed against him, he judged that Metusko had not yet 
attacked. He did not believe him capable of treachery ; 
but, whatever might be the cause of the delay, he presently 
found that he must vanquish alone : he felt a secret pleasure 
at the idea, and prepared to carry it into execution. 

It was not possible that the Germans in so short a time 
could have supplied every part of the summit of the emi- 
nence with trunks of trees and stones : these masses could 
not be easily conveyed to all the different points where he 
might make Ms attack : he therefore descended the height, 
marched part of the way round it with the utmost celerity, 
renewed the assault at another quarter, without any other 
opposition than from a flight of impotent arrows, came to 
close quarters with the Germans, and in the confusion that 
ensued, the scimitar, the sword and the clnb were raised 
on either aide, for the destruction of Imperialists and 
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before they perceived their enemy. Metusko, become 

furious, treated the Germans as cowards, defied them, 

. according to the custom of those times, to combat openly ; 

and had the mortification to Bee his bravest gentlemen fall 

by his side, while his progress was completely impeded. 

Meantime, he heard the clashing of arms and the cries 
of the combatants who were destroying each other on the 
height. Sobieski was opposed to superior numbers, and 
must infallibly be vanquished. Metusko, as generous as be 
was brave, resolved to disengage him or perish in the 
attempt. He took the flower of his troops, leaving only in 
the wood a sufficient force to keep the enemy m cheek, 
marched to the swamp, crossed it without being perceived, 
ascended with rapidity, and resolutely threw himself be- 
tween the Imperialists and Sobieski. It was time : the 
only hope remaining to the young hero and his companions 
was to die sword in hand. The lover of Polinska bad pro- 
nounced for the last time the adored name, and was about 
to rush on the German lances : a prodigy alone could save 
him, — it was performed by Metusko. 

Already the soldiers of Munich had cried out victory, 
and were astonished to see a new army, which sprung up 
between them and that which they had thought completely 
overwhelmed. The combat recommenced with fury ; but, 
the fatigued Germans could give only feeble and ill-aimed 
blows, while a ferocious animosity, the contempt of life, and 
an extraordinary strength of body, rendered woae of Me- 
tusko terrible and sure. His men, irritated at so long a 
resistance, imitated their chief, and carried everywhere 
terror and death. 

The Polanders cried victory in their turn, and effectually 
secured it What remained of the Imperialists threw down 
.their arms and demanded quarter. Metusko added to his 
glory by sparing the enemies whose obstinate resistance 
made his triumph more glorious. 

It only remained to dislodge the bow-men from the wood : 
he gave his orders for that purpose, but Sobieski had been 
beforehand. Tormented by the desire of still rendering 
himself useful, he had communicated his noble emulation 
to those who had just partaken his danger : and when Me- 
tusko appeared, ho was receiving the word of honour of the 
commander of the bowmen, who, finding he was attacked 
in the rear, judged that the battle was oat and surrendered 
himself prisoner with hi* whole party. 



110 im na*M*m. 

Two warriors bravo-euuugh to be strangers to Jealousy, 
necessarily loved eaeh other. Sohieski admired Metusko : 
Metuako took a pleasure in beholding in the young Palatine, 
the hop* of Poland and hie worthy successor. He leaded 
him with honours on the field of battle, and lost no oppor- 
tunity of giving bim ootid marks of hie esteem and swift- 

He appointed him to comraaud a> detaeh maut destined to 
attack and take the three towns that Munich had evacuated ; 
and alter raising eontributuma, to endeavour to engage the 
oebiEty of the country in the common cause. 

The mission was, doubtless, honourable : but Sobieski had 
left behind Mm at Blome, more than his gfory, mora than 
his life. Before achieving fresh exploits, be burned to re- 
ceive the sweetest, the most vamable approbation of his 
first essay in amis, a smile, a flattering ward from Pofinska, 
The interest of his country, however, prevailed over the 
dearest sentiment* of his heart. Besides, hew could he rob 
glory of the momenta which belonged net to love I 

Metusko knew only how to fight and vanquish : he had 
never loved, and those pains which we have never felt, sel- 
dom attract our compassion. SobiesM, therefore, reluctantly 
disposed himself to obedience : he wrote on the very spot 
on which he had fought : be wrote with that ardour, that 
charm, that disorder, which flows from an amorous heart 
as from an inexhaustible spring. His eld squire, Wilfrid, 
who, in the battle exposed bra life to watch over that of his 
master, set off with the preeioua packet, charged to say and 
repeat all that was not expressed in Die letter, which, never- 
theless, contained everything. 

Let ne leave Sobieski to follow the course of Ms con- 
quests, advancing into Poland at the head of an army that 
his courage, his mildness, his winning exterior and his 
eloquence every moment increased ; covering the frontier, 
and sometimes attacking, sometimes on the defensive, de- 
feating all the projects of the Elector of Saxony, who was 
endeavouring topeaetrato into the country by the way of 
Blandebourg. We will return to Metisske, against whom 
Rodorpho was marching In person, by Austria, Moravia, 
and Silesia. 

The art of conquering is of littfe comparative vatne, with- 
out a knowledge of taking proper advantage of victory he 
added to it. Metueko hast not a moment : his troops im- 
posed on the field of battle : at day-break they began their 



march, and" Ml msrrh wag a real triumph. The Pokuiden 
flocked from nil parts to see the hero of their coutry : the 
youth enrolled themselves under ins standard : the mothers 
pointed him out to their children, who were yet too young 
to tread the path of glory : the old men overwhelmed him 
with praises and benedictions : the young females strewed 
with flowers the road along which he had to pass- 
In this manner Metosko advanced as far as Blonie : he 
was at a little distance from it, when he perceived a great 
number of the inhabitants who came out to meet him, ac- 
companied with martul music. They were headed by 
Pohnski, bending under his heavy armour, which he had 
determined to resume on this memorable day. 

His daughter, adorned with all that art could add to the 
gifts of nature, rode by his side, mounted on a beautiful 
palfrey, that seemed proud of his precious burden. Polin- 
ska had received Sobioski's letter : she knew she was not. 
to see him, but she might, at least, hear his eologium from 
the mouth of his general ; and everything n interesting to 

Metosko received Polinski as a man doubly respectable 
from his age and his memorable exploits. Poniteka, enoeor- 
aged by the flattering reception her father met with, longed 
to mention him for whom alone she existed -. Metusko ob- 
served her i his eyes, fixed on her lovely countenance, could 
behold no other object : Pofinska Mushed, cast tier's on the 
ground, and the beloved name expired on her lips. 

The fierce Polander had passed his life wholly in camps, 
and, till then, had considered love as a weakness unworthy 
of a great mind. At the age of forty, he retained the 
strength and agility of his youth, and never had he smiled 
at the sight of beauty. At the sight of Pofinska he experi- 
enced not that agitation which precedes Inio and defecate 
love, but a sensation which convinced him glory atone would 
not satisfy him : eitreme in everything, he Could only Jove 
as he made war. 

Polinski had offered him his castle, where he entertained 
and lodged him, together with his principal officer*. Ilia 
daughter, intimidated by that ferocious nor which always 
alarms virgin modesty, had retired to the society of her 
alone was wanting al 
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with a recent passion bat al ready in its fall ferae, because 
it was the first tribute of a heart unused to control mid 
that knew not how to dissemble, Metuako noticed nothing 
but the absence of Polinska : he studiously avoided, the 
homage by which he was overwhelmed, and taking the 
earliest opportunity of returning, be sought her apart- 

Be was a stranger to that embarrassment — that over- 
strained delicacy which sometimes forces a smile from in- 
nocence itself : he declared his passion with a degree of 
clearness, precision and energy, that renders a positive 
answer inevitable. He offered his hand with the unpolished 
frankness of a soldier who knows how to love, but not how 
to toll his love : ha seized and kissed that of Polinska with 
the soufidence of a man whom nothing ought to resist ; and 
who thinks he honours the woman, whoever she may be, that 
be deigns to raise to his own rank. 

Polinska, shocked at so abrupt a proposal, felt the danger 
of a decided negative : she preserved strict silence ; and 
her eyes, as well as the paleness of her countenance, would 



to modesty alone, a sort of irreeolutic 
secretly flattered his pride : it was not 
doubt for a moment that the young lady would willingly 



secretly flattered his pride : it was not in his dispositio 
doubt for a moment that the young lady would willi: . . , 
accept the hand of the liberator of Poland ; be, therefore, 



returned to tile public-hall, and thus addressed himself 
Polinski : — 

" A warrior counts the momenta, and mine are peculiarly 
precious. The laurel which to-day adorns my forehead, 
may to-morrow overshadow my tomb. Your daughter is 
sensible to the ardour with which she has inspired me : 
my name, my rank, my fortune, I lay all at her feet : let 
the minister of the altar instantly consecrate our mutual 
wishes. At the first rays of to-morrow's sun, I will quit 
the arms of my bride, march against Rodolpho, and new 
victories shall illustrate your son-in-law, and redound to 



» well acqoaii 
it be greatly ei 



oeive die state of mind of this venerable parent, who had 
all hia life been accustomed to practise the open frankness 
of former ages i he paused a few minutes, Mid thought that 



precipitate!/ 
e away even the nope of 

For the first time, Polinski condescended to speak a lan- 
guage foreign to hie heart. He lamented that anterior 
engagements must deprive him of this opportunity of ally- 
ing himself to the greatest man by which Poland was 
honoured : but he spoke emphatically of the inviolability of 
a noble Polander's word ; he insisted on the obligation im- 
posed by nature on a father, to insure, as ■ far as in his 
power, the happiness of his children : he, at last, declared, 
with moderation, with marks of deference, thanks for the 
offer ho declined, that he regretted a mutual attachment, 
consecrated by his consent, united Sobieski to Polinskn. 

Metusko was silent in his turn ; but it was not difficult 
to judge by the alteration in his features whit was passing 
in his soul. Enraged at a refusal which he had not in the 
least .expected, and which he thought humbled him in the 
eyes of his officers who were present, his boaom swelled 
with indignation, his look was menacing, his hand pressed 
the hilt of his scimitar, and be seemed to defy Polinski ; 
he, however, recollected himself before the storm burst : aji 
easy victory would have been beDealh him :— be retired 
with hia friends. 

Polinski was ignorant that his daughter had refused the 
proposals of Metusko : he went to her aoartroent and found 
her in a situation difficult to be described. AH that can 
afflict or alarm the bosom of love tormented the mistress 
of Sobieski ; she would have inspired Metusko himself 
with pity, if a stronger sentiment had not taken possession 
of his heart. « 

She heard her father without arousing from the distress 
ia which she was plunged : she gently reproached bim for 
having named her lover, and thus indiscreetly exposing him 
to the hatred and vengeance of his General. 

"It would have been better," said she, "to have hn- 
tnoured his pride, made use of plausible pretences, gained 
time, and suffered hun to quit us in doubt as to the success 
of Ms proposal ; when he would, doubtless, in tho midst of 
his warlike enterprises, have presently forgotten a person 
whom he -would have seen but for a moment." 

Polinski, assailed at once by his apprehensions of Metusko, 
the dangers that menaced Sobieeki, and the sorrow which 
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overwhelmed Ins daughter, fcic* not what resolution to 
adopt. He consoled, he endeavoured to encourage 'the nifr- 
happy Polinska : be described Metusko aa too magnnTrtniona 
to permit in affair of such a nature to influence bis conduct 
to Sotrteaki, and make him sacrifice to a blind passidn (he 
important dntiee entrusted to his care. His daughter ap- 
peared to give way to these reasons : he fanned he had 
restored lier to tranquillity, and embracing lier, went *n tin 
chamber, where he long invoked sleep to dose biseyeHds. 
Metusko alone with his officers, conversed respecting the 
affront he thought he had received. He codd not conceive 
that a boy who had scarcely drawn his sword, could be pre- 
ferred to him. Nevertheless, this boy, who to the advan- 
tages of birth and fortune added a fine person and an 
extraordinary amiableness of manners, was not a rind to 
be disdained : and the mere idea of having the possession 
of a heart to dispute with him, irritated his self-love, 
already much hurt, and augmented the violence of his 

Pretending to vanquish a woman as he overcame an 
onceived a thousand different projects: he 
inishing Sobieski for the crime of pleasing, by 
inuiuiiu; mm to the Imperialists: the next moment he 
resolved to drag Polinska to the altar, and force her to 
receive his hand : he expected that her father and the 
minister should shew themselves equally insensible as he 
was to the resistance and theteare of beauty : he expected 
— in short, what did he not expect 1 

An officer, one of that class of men who have no other 
merit than that of braving death, Ragotoi, capable of sacri- 
ficing everything to the desire of gratifying his ehief, fia- 
gotzi, more ferocious, perhaps, than himself, pointed out a 
mode of proceeding which removed aH dHfieokiea, and 
which would place Potimfta under the bard necessity of 
accepting the hand of Metusko, or of bhnhmg before any 

Of what signification wae the gift «f her heart, the m«t 
indispensable qnality in the eyes of a delicate lover 1 It 
was her person that the Palatine desired, which was already 
in his power if he chose to exert it ; and persons in his 
confidence might be appointed, during his almwmijii observe 
and inform him of the conduct of his wife. 

This atrocious counsel was but too wsll calculated In 
fls'ter the impatient phrenzy of a man, accustomed to sea 
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tverything give way before him : be did not set himself to 
consider the consequences of this horrible action. This 
remembrance of Polinska's charms, Che idea still ' more 
seducing that he formed of the charms which modesty con- 
cealed, the facility of patting the plan suggested into exe- 
cution, blinded his reason and disordered his imagination. 
Be stripped himself of the different parts of that armour 
(rhieh he honoured in the field of glory, and the incum- 
brance of which would prevent his degradation : he 
traversed, with the rapidity of lightning, the long corridor 
that led to the asylum of innocence : he could only be com- 
pered to a destructive torrent which is about to overturn 
every impediment. 

He .entered the chamber whore Folinska's women had 
retired for the night ; hi* inflamed countenance, his haggard 
eye, his menacing air, the hour, the place, all conspired to 
create the moat dreadful apprehensions : they hoped to 
defend the entrance of the sanctuary, reserved one day fop 
the favoured and meritorious Sobieski ; bat the muscular 
arms of Metusko seized, and easily forced them out of the 
lent, shut the door upon them, and Polinska was left 



apartmun 
defence!^: 



The unhappy vioBm was thiH&ino; of her lover. She was, 
Speaking to him aa if he were within hearing :— she swore 
Inviolable fidelity to him as if Metusko would respect ho* 
oaths. — He appeared. Remonstrances, prayers, threats, 
the team and sobs of beauty, nothing could restore him to 
reason : the disorder into which he had thrown her, carried 
his delirium to its height ; he forgot his fame, his presump- 
tion knew no bounds Polinska, the innocent I'olinska, 

was for ever dishonoured ! 

Her women had immediately run to her father's apart- 
ment, and the old man advanced to that of his daughter as 
fast aa his age would permit him : he was followed by his 
most faithful domestics, and he carried in his feeble hand 
that sword once so formidable to the Turks and Hungarians, 
He entered — the sight ho beheld informed him enough ; 
the weapon was raised, — he was about to strike ■ 

° J am without arms," said Metasko, coldly • " nor would 
. I make use of mine against you. Strike, it you wish that 
your daughter's infamy should be eternal : hoar me, if you 
would restore her honour. My intention was not wantonly 
to commit a crime : if I have employed force, it waa because 
my suit was refused, because I had not time to use persua- 
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hod, and because by the mesun J have had recourse to, I 
hoped to obtain possession of a woman without whom I 
cannot exist Her attendants, as well as ray officers, know 
she is mioe. It is for you to decide : send directly for your 
chaplain, name me your son -in-law, I am happy, and all it 
repaired." 

This resolution was in fact the only one a father thus cir- 
cumstanced could adopt : it was, perhaps, also that most 
suitable to Polinska. But, how bring herself to look in the 
face without horror, the man who had just raised an eternal 
barrier between her and Sobieski 1 — how yield herself to 
his odious earesses (—how share in those transports which 
would every instant remind her of the happiness which had 
ao long and so fondly entirely occupied her imagination 1 
In a word, how could she determine to join her fate fox 
ever to that of a monster, for no other reason than because 
he had committed a crime of which she was the victim I 

" No, no," cried shefrom her bed of affliction, "he whoso 
love is brutality, "ho has rendered me unworthy of the man 
who was everything to me, and for whom alone I thought 
life desirable, shall never call me his. 1 will lament my 
Bhame and the loss I have experienced ; but that barbarian 
shall not obtain a reward for his cowardly outrage. Let 
him return to his eamp, let him shed rivers of blood, let 
him bathe in gore, let him glut himself with it : they are 
his pleasures, he ought (o taste no others." 

Polinski was the aoul of honour, consequently of those 
cold calculations of convenience or interest, by which the 
greater part of mankind are swayed. He could consider 
Metusko in no other light than as an infamous tyrant who 
had violated the rights of hospitality, disparaged a female 
who ought to have excited his respect, and broken off a 
marriage on which the consolation of his declining life de- 
pended. 

In despair that the impotence of his arm would not allow 
him to ayenge this insult, he called on, he Invoked p.'.bieski, 
he took rapid strides about the room, he stopped before his 
daughter, he sorrowfully contemplated her, he wiped away 
her tears; and, at length, addressing himself to Metusko : — 
"Away," said he: """ ' ■ ' " 

to profane : deliver 1 

All idea is not entirely extinguished, o 

naturally vicious. Metusko, a slave to ungov . 

incapable of the slightest restraint, was, never ttwleas, hi 
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from being a villain : Ma first effervescence mi scarcely 
Calmed, before reason, hi gome measure, resumed her em' 
pire ; and the words of Potusaka and her father made him 
feel the acute pangs of remorse. 

This man, so haughty, embraced the knees of Polinski, 
condescended in his turn to make use of prayers, and 
received no other answer to these last efforts than fresh 
reproaches, so much the more bitter as he felt he had 
merited them. He arose, seeing his importunities were in 
vain, left the apartment without daring to cast his eyes on 
the hapless victim of his baseness, assembled his chief 
officers, and ordered the signal to be sounded for mounting. 

" The action to which you advised me," said he to Ra- 
gotsi, stepping in his stump, « could spring only from a 
tiger or from a coward. Choose which of the two epithets 
you prefer : my arm will chastise the former, or chase the 
Utter from an army in which he is unworthy to serve." 

" If he who advises be a tiger, what shall we say of him 
who executes 1" 

"That he has repented of his ill conduct, and that he has 
still virtue enough left to punish the cowardly atrocious 
wretch, who had not an inordinate passiou to plead as bis 

Hagotzi was brave ; but bodily strength in those times 
decided everything, and. no one was able to resist Metusko. 
The two warriors were not more than a hundred toises from 
their respective squadrons, when they faced about and furi- 
ously charged each other. Ragotei, pierced in the breast 
by his adversary's lance that perforated his breast-plate, 
lost his seat and rolled in the dust. 

Metusko leaped from his horse, assisted him to rise, and 
drawing his sword ; " Your life is forfeited," said he, 
" according to the laws of chivalry ; but I am unwilling to 
add to the crime which you have been the cause of my 
committing the infamy of killing a defenceless antagonist. 
Let the sword decide between us." He attacked, he parried, 
he advanced, he warded off the blows that menaced him, 
he sprang forward, he retired, he united agility to address, 
the fire darted from the collision of the armour with the 
brandished steel ! at length, the helmet of Kagotxi ™ 
shivered in pieces, a feint deceived him, and his opponent 
was too skilful to neglect this advantage. " If the crime is 
not atoned for," said Metusko, remounting his horse, "It 
is at least avenged in tho blood of the instigator ; it only 



WTDJiuDi for me to Inflict the tamo justice on myself rod I 
swear to seek death at the first encounter with the enemy.** 
He faithfully adhered to hia oath, and he everywhere met 
with victor]'. 

It masr, perhaps, excite astonishment that PoTlnski, whose 
courage was become useless, should not have recourse to 
the laws against a criminal who had incurred the punish- 
ment of death. But to make the tribunals resound with 
his complain ta, was to divulge his daughter's shame, and: 
this unfortunate secret was known only to the officers of 
Metusko, who had immediately marched to a considerable 
distance,, and the attendants whose fidelity and secrecy 
might be relied on. Besides, what could the laws, avail 
against a warrior to whom everything submitted, and who 
was incessantly surrounded and. protected by the have and 1 
bliiiil admiration of his troops t 

The unfortunate Polinska remained abandoned to tha 
horror of her destiny. Alone with her father, who himself 
had but too much need of consolation, she shed tears at the 
SeooUection of those dreams of happiness, which were to be 
fallowed by days of serenity and delight. It is when a 
woman has hut for ever an adored lover, that she studies; 
details his qualities, his accomplishments, his virtues ; and 
the voagiaation wandering at pleasure, frequently adorns 
him witn those graces which he never possessed. 

Polinska's mind was continually occupied by the image 
of Sobieski, and a slightest recollection or a word from her 
father, plunged her in the most violent agonies. These 
dreadful reflections were only suspended by an idea srHl 
more distressing : by day, by night, even in the middle of 
a sleep, a hundred times interrupted, Metusko presented 
himself to Uer, just as he appeared at that terrible moment 
which, she strove, but which it was impossible for her to 

A prey to the most frightful effects of dreams, she ere 
deatoured to fly, to cry out for assistance : her feet and 
her voice refused her appeal : her arms were often agitated 
or extended, as if striving to seize or keep off the monster: 
it was the poet of her bed that she had struck with her 
delicate hands. The contusion she received in thoso en- 
counters awakened her, when she was found half dead with 
terror and fatigue, her long hair flowing on marble, and her 
limbs bedewed with an icy humidity. 

flee UObapDj father's affliction was die greater as he did 
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in his heart. Frequently in the middle of those conversa- 
tions in which each strove to conoeol from the other ideu 
that would forcibly intrude, Polinska suddenly left the room 
to give vent to her sobs, and on returning, found that her 
father hod also absented himself. She would then send for 
him, go herself to seek him, and discover him in a retired 
part of the castle, in the gardens or on the terrace. At her 
approach, ho wiped the teai from his aged eye, and, received 
' her with a forced smile. 

The Letters of Sohieski added, if possible, to the horror 
of their situation. Always tender, always faithful, he 
poured forth his most ardent wishes for the peace which 
•ion* would, permit him to return to Ilia lover: he indulged 
the hope of obliging the enemy to acknowledge the inde- 
pendence of Poland, and doubted not that bo great a. man 
as Hetusko would he able to humble the Imperial haughti- 
ness. He should then By on the wings of love to Blonie ; 
he should see again the enchanting spot in which beauty 
listened to the declaration of his passion, and deigned to 
make a kind return. 

He should fondly behold— he should mark with his Po- 
linska, the tree under which he had fiiund her seated : they 
would cultivate together those lilies that shestripped of their 
leaves while thinking of him. It was in that delightful walk 
where the first pledge of their union should make the ear- 
liest essay of his infant steps, and pass from the arms of 
bis fond mother into those of his happy father. 

And it was in that very walk, at the very spot that So- 
bieski so passionately reminded her of, that Polinska read 
jve» and over these heart-rending letters : — it was there 
that her tears and her kisses effaced the characters which, 
though obliterated bom the paper, were eternally engraven 
on her heart She would then let her head fall on her 
sosom : a profound stupor succeeded the crisis of her agita- 
tion, till, suddenly returning to the full seuae of her misery, 
she exclaimed in a mournful tone of voice : — 

"I am sullied by crime : you will never behold again 
this ouee-happy place : never more 1 boo her who looked 
upon her fate as inseparably united to yours ; never em- 
brace tbo son whose presence you so fondly anticipate." 

This wretchedness of these two innocent victims of pas 
afcmad power lasted, several months i it had ruined tho 
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already-shattered constitution of the old man, and inflamed 
the blood of his hapless daughter : both were at the same 
time seized by a malady which rapidly conducted them to 
the brink of tho grave. The father there found an asylum 
against sorrow : the youth of Polinska, the assiduous atten- 
tion of Clotilda and her women, to whom she was inort 
attached, at length restored her to life. 

Upon resuming the possession of her senses, she named, 
she called for her father ; she learned that she was aban- 
doned to her 'own courage. Alas ! it was wholly gone. 
Her eyes again closed, she earnestly invoked death, she, 
perhaps, would have inflicted the blow herself : certain un- 
equivocal movements informed her that her life was no 
longer her Own to dispose of, and that she was bonnd to 
live for the sale of a being who was not guilty of ite father's 

The first letters which had been written to Sobieaki in 
reply to his, bore the impression of the most ardent sensi- 
bility, and were adorned with the charms of hope. Those 
which it had been necessary to write after the fatal event 
had taken place, were, evidently, constrained, obscure, and 
sometimes cold. Pohnska feared to express a sentiment 
which the cruelty of fate had condemned her to overcome.: 
above all, she feared to flatter the unfortunate youth with 
the prospect of a happiness to which neither one nor the 
other could longer aspire : she, nevertheless, continued to 
write. Indeed, how could she refuse herself this mournful 
consolation t— how could she, of a sudden, break off all 
communication with him she had loved, whom she still 
loved, and whom she should never cease to love 1 

Of all the passions which compose the felicity or torment 
of man, there is no one so easily alarmed as that of love. 
Sobieaki no longer found that animated and enchanting 
atyle, which aided him to support a long separation from 
the object of his affections. Could absence have changed 
ber I Could she go so far as to forget engagements which 
death alone ought to dissolve 1 Had a more fortunate rival 
succeeded in pleasing her ? Perhaps they were both jesfc 
ing at his credulity : perhaps, tho sword of the enemy had 
spared him only to deliver him to all the evil; which can 



By degrees he became a prey to mistrust, suspicion and 
jealousy ; which last^ is not less poignant for having no 
determined object to fix upon ; he was unable to bear the 



Sobieski, in despair, was read/ secretly to abandon h 

army, and appear in person * " ' '' 

soul, with the audacious n 



arm}', and appear in person to dispute for the idol of his 
' with the auda ' ' ' ..... 



in consequence, he gave his orders 
to the faithful Wilfrid, who immediately saw the impro- 
priety of the proponed step, but who was weak enough to 
prefer his master's repose to his glory ; the horses were 
prepared at a little distance : Sobieski stole out of his camp 
at midnight. 

Scarcely had lie ventured a few paces beyond it when he 
suddenly stopped, terrified at the idea of his ignoble con- 
duct. What opinion must he expect from all Poland, 
whose eyes were fixed on him at that critical moment t — 
What would be the opinion of posterity that judges dis- 
passionately t — that he sacrificed his honour to lore, and 
his country to an inconstant woman : that, for her sake, he 
delivered up the flower of the Polish nobility to the sword 
of the Imperialists. 

He saw his . memory dishonoured, and his name ranged 
among those of traitors : he shuddered, he pat his hands 
before his face, as if the sun .had already revealed his 
shame, as if thirty thousand spectators were publicly pro- 
claiming it around him. " No," cried he, " no, never. 
Let us leave perfidy to a sex naturally crafty, break these 
inglorious chains, and think only of the salvation of Po- 
land." 

He returned to his tent, and passed the rest of that cruel 
night alternately combating love and duty. He loved too 
much to be able in so short a. time to forget Polinska, 
though thoroughly convinced of her duplicity ; he was 
desirous, however, of obtaining full assurance of his m 



fortune : he wished to be acquainted with every particular : 
he hoped that the multiplicity of the injuries done him 
might arm his pride against his heart. 

" Away," said he to Wilfrid, " secretly enter Blooie, nse 
your utmost endeavours to get informed of her actions, her 
words, and even her thoughts, if that be possible : above 
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Wilfrid, ns seal' 
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exactly follow his instructions. 

Tbis faithful squire hod grown old in the service of the 
(amily i. he had an excellent heart, but was bo little used to 
BEMtice deception that ho was never more easily seen 
yiruugh than when he attempted to dissimulate- Every 
one to whom he addressed himself at Blouie, immediately 
perceived that the alarm of Sobicski was the cause of hit 
journey ; butj the fatal event had not escaped beyond the 
castle walls ; and the Polish officers who could have-men- 
tioned it, were already opposed to lbs Imperialists. 

The only information Wilfrid could obtain was, thai 
Polinaka was just recovering from a dangerous illness : that 
siuce the departure of her lover she had lived extremely 
retired, and saw the ladies of the city no oftener titan 
politeness absolutely forced her. He, however, was more- 
over apprized by the physician who had attended her, mat 
during all her delirium she had been wholly occupied by 
the idea of his master, and was incessantly pronouncing ha 

Wilfrid was satisfied with these encouraging particulars : 
hot, hpw were they to be reconciled with the icy expressions 
of her letters, which had at first awakened the mistrust of 
Subicski, and with the silence she had maintained ! A wiser 
man than Wilfrid might have been as much embarrassed 
as be was at these seeming contradictions. 

He at length judged that the young lady was swayed by 
motives that she alone could explain. His master bad not 
forbidden him to see her ; and, since it appeared certain 
that be was Still beloved, what possible inconvenience could 
result bom his squire requesting a conversation which 
would justify her, dispel the suspicions of his master, and 
restore harmony between two hearts evidently formed fur 
each other 1 

He arrived at the castle ; no one at the gate : — he en- 
tered, he passed through several rooms in the some manner 
as he had been accustomed to do at a time whan modest 
beauty gave him the meeting, smiled on receiving his mes- 
sages, and blushed on delivering hers in return. He, at 
laus, encountered Clotilda. ; but, instead of the favourable, 



recaption with which he had formerly always been honoured 
and which K« now expected^ ahe haatily turned- har buck At 
the sight of him, dint the door after her, ud left rum more 
amazed, more puzzled than ever. 

One of the companions of Clotilda soon after catered the 
hull, in which he continued immoveable fixed, by another 
door ; and accosting him with only two words, matt here, di- 
rectly withdrew. Wilfrid, aroused from his stupor, sat 
down, and vainly strove to clear up ili» mysterious con- 
duet. A whole hoar elapsed, during which ha saw do one ; 
a second m the some manner : Pnlinskj, Clotilda, nobody 
appeared. The squire knew- not) what to conclude, nor him 
he should act on the occasion. 

At length, tired of staying ao long in vain, he was about 
a depart from the castle; when Clotilda returned, deliver. 
„„ i,, m . \M**r t retired, and again shut-the doors af>~- •>— 
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igmng to answer a single one of 1 the (ideations 
which succeeded each other with the utmost rapidity, from 
fhe month of the curious Wilfrid. However, -hutting up tho 
letter, ho remounted his horse wittiest delay, and took the 
road to the camp, pretty well assured that neither the young 
lady nor her attendants had the proper use of their senses. 
PoUnaka had been informed of the arrival of the squire 
at Blonie, and his unexpected' presence added to her afflic- 
I how difficult Was it to deprii 



adored < But at the same time, how could she appear be- 
fore him in the state m which violence had placed her I 

Since she had acquired Hie melancholy certainty, she had 
given up all her acquaintance : Clotilda and her companion 
were tho only persons whom she would admit to witness 
her blushes. Nevertheless, her situation was not so apparent 
but that it might, in alt probability, escape tit* notice of an 
old man, not the most discerning in the world. If, however, 
he should observe anything, or if he* confusion should reveal 
the odious truth, would not Sobieski immediately believe 
that she had been the willing accomplice of the atrocious 
Metuskol 

Even admitting that he did Justine to her innocent con- 
duct, what could a woman, irreparably dishonoured, expect 
from him but compassion I And ought she not to persist 
in her design of renouncing him, although, a blind passion 
should induce him V> hrnve 0» voice of publio opinion I'' 



"His pit]'," cried she, sobbing, "his pity is all that I 
can implore, that is the utmost he can grant to the wretched 
Polinska, — But, not to see his servant, tu leave him a prof 
to the anxiety by which he is, doubtless, tormented ! No, 
the dreadful truth shall be told him : my pen shall perform 
the hateful office ; I will liberate him from his engage- 
ments : the sacrifice is horrible, but it is indispensable. I 
will renounce the happiness of my life, which I am still 
doomed to support for the sake of Ah 1" 

She wrote, and love for the last time dictated to her. 
The beginning of her letter was impassioned, ardent : her 
heart was a volcano from which issued, by torrents, flames 
which had been long concentrating. These preliminary 
phrases, however, said nothing 1 — the horrid recital still 
remained to begin. — The pen fell from her band : she had 
not the power to trace the scene of infamy, and tore her 
letter in pieces. 

" Let him believe me esprioioos, faithless, and perjured," 
cried she : " bat let him for ever be ignorant that his mis- 
trees is dishonoured. Time will dose the wound his heart 
will, doubtless, receive : he will learn to pronounce my 

name with indifference : perhaps, another object . And 

1 shall all the while be secretly faithful to Mm. Retired 
from the world with my innocent child, the first word it 
will be taught to pronounce will be the name of Sobioaki. 
Cruel infant 1 how much have you already cost your hap- 
less mother 1" 

She began to write afresh : this letter, as well as several 
others, shared the fate of ths former : the following was, at 
last, delivered into the hands of Wilfrid :— 

" Our affections depend not on ourselves. I once loved 

foo greatly, time and absence have changed my sentiments : 
renounce you for ever, and your efforts to make me alter 
this resolution would be in yain. Whatever opinion you 
may entertain of my inconstancy, depend on my last and 
inviolable promise, that no other man shall ever succeed 
you in my heart, or receive the hand which cannot bo 

This billet would, doubtless, plunge Sobieski into despair : 
but, it was better that he should lose all hope at ones : it 
was necessary that he should feel extremely offended, in 
order to summon up courage sufficient to combat his love : 
and Polinska's affection for him was such, that she, for his 
sake, sincerely desired he might wholly forget her. 



actually happened. Vexation, self-lore, all the little passion 
that ho possessed Id common with other men, were for one 
useful to him, and commanded efforts over his heart which 
brought it at length to a situation more supportable than it 
had been for lame time. The toils and operations of war 
diverted hie imagination from an object, which, in spite of 
himself, was still dear to him, but which no longer occupied 
his mind except at intervals. 

Meantime, Polinska sustained alone the weight of their 
joint unhappineeg ; and her reason that she was incessantly 
invoking was often insufficient. She seemed to have become 
more attached to Sobieaki, by the sacrifice that she had 
found courage to make, with a view to his repose. Some- 
times she felt a wish for his return, that he might foree her 
secret from her, be convinced of her innocence, and impose 
silence to her delicacy. 

She would fondly give way to these illusions, which are 
never without charms for a woman that lores, and which 
Depend awhile her sorrows ; but, if her eyes happened in 
these -moments to glance on herself, if certain internal mo- 
tions should remind her of her situation, she immediately 
awoke, .the dream completely vanished, she experienced her 
misery in its fullest jextent, and anticipated a' long and 
wretched futurity. 

In this manner she dragged on ber existence until the 
time of her becoming a mother : this moment, so sweet for 
a beloved wife who is surrounded by a prudent and atten- 
tive mother, a husband anxiously waiting for the first cry 
of the desired infant, a young friend, who is herself a mother, 
and who encourages her to support those pains which will 
bo succeeded by so many new enjoyments, — this moment 
was as hard for the unfortunate Polinska, as the days which 
had preceded it. 

- Alone with Clotilda and her companion, who were both 
ignorant of that beneficent art which aids nature, though it 
can do no more, without any other assistance than their 
useless moans, without the hope that any consolation would 
succeed the eruel pains she suffered, she gave birth to a 
son who had caused all her unhappiness, and whom, never- 
theless, she bedewed with her maternal tears. 

The faithful Clotilda had, under different pretences, taken 
care to remove out of hearing the attendants belonging to 



the rustle. She fli ng afo ud herself as wetl ai riie BaU, ten- 
derly wnifeped up ttte infant, -and teaviag BlcBSe "by the feast 
f reijuenttS streets, entered the vomtoj without knowing: ■• 
whose hands Bhe-shtrrfM corrfide the fcttle object of to ram* 

The fear of being recognized by boom of the pniinli 
who resided in the environs of the city, determined her to 
walk to a. considerable distance. She, at length, arrived at 
the borders of a wood : she heard the strokes Of the hatobet, 
the dull sound of which was blended with the mstie song «f 
the wood-eotter. She timidly approached ; a hale, active 
man, whose ruddy com]>lexion and open countenance be- 
spoke an easy mind, was attacking an oak apparently coeval 
with the world. His wife was smiling at hffi efforts : site 
was seated just by : a child of love, blooming as health, 
was hanging at a breast white as alabaster : his Stile sister, 
Who was scarcely able to stand alone, was playing with her 
mother's hair, and from time to time ([uHMsI her arouse- 
ihips wader (he earthen vessel, in which 



Young and pretty as the cottager's wife, they were mntit- 
alry struck with each other : a similarity of tastes and dis- 
positions jjuiekly established a sort of intimacy between 
them. The wood-cotter laid down his instrument and gaily 

Clotilda explained herself : they were disposed to do their 
utmost to serVo her : a handsome present of gofd placed 
them entirely at her devotion J the new-born infant partec* 
With tho innocent child of this cheerful couple, of the milk 
and attention of this rustic matron ; who congratulated 
herself on the prospect of being able to procure a little 
repose for the father of her children, it was in this wood 
that Polinsks, disguised toeseape detection, was thenceforth 
to repair with a thousand precautions, at once to lament 
and console herself for "being a mother. 

Four years elapsed, and the disasters of war had alter- 
nately been felt by the Polanders and Imperialists. The 
great talents of Metusko, aided fry those which had been 
insensibly acquired by Sobieskt, at length fixed the insta- 
bility of fortune. RoSolpho, forced to abandon his preten. 
sions, released Poland from the tribute she had formerly 
paid, and consented to her independence. The Polanders 
gave loose to their raptures, and in the midst of their re- 
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loicings, forgot their sacrifices, their misery, and the blood 
they hod shed. 

Sobieski, overwhelmed with honours and at liberty to 
repose after bo long and laborious a warfare, discovered 
agsra la inaction, the seeds of those sentiments which he 
nod fancied extinguished, but which were only smothered 
at the bottom of his heart. 

Hie image of Polinska incessantly appeared to his imagi- 
nation, such as she had been tffton, with the ingenuousness 
*if native sensibility, she Answered to the ardent f!*nri^imifi 
of his love. She loved him no longer : this she had herself 
declared : nevertheless, faithful to her promise, she shunned 
the society of the other sex, and fame only spoke of her to 
tender homage to the modest virtues which she cultivated 



Perhaps, the presence of the lover once so dear to her, 
would revive her former partiality : perhaps, her capricious 
resolution would give way to prayers, to supplications, to 
the necessity of loving so natural at the age of twenty. It 
la enough to hope, to induce us to hazard something ; and 
what risk do we run by the experiment whon already every 

Sobieski set but from the palatinate of Posuanla ! he 
traversed the mountains of Lutomirsk almost alone, and 
disengaged from that pomp which always fatigues, and so 
seldom satisfies the person on whose account it exists. 

Accompanied by Wilfrid and followed by two servants, 
he pressed on his steed, and beguiled tho length of the road 
by indulging the delicious chimeras which had so long and 
so agreeably deceived him. Wholly occupied by Polinska, 
he did not perceive that the animal he bestrode decreased 



was on its decline ; but, before the approaching darkness 
should prevent him from difitjnguishiug his rood, he would 
lie at the feet of her who had by this time resumed her 
former empire over his soul. 

His horse, worn out with fatigue, suddenly sunk under 
hini, and all his efforts to raise him up were in vain : ho 
looked behind him : his servants, less advantageously 
mounted than himself, had not been able to keep pace 



with him : he oiled to them : echo only answered to his 

In those times, those excellent roads kept up at the pub- 
lic expense, as well as those useful establishments in which 
the traveller, in exchange for hie money, receives the bene- 
fits of hospitality, were absolutely unknown. Sobiessi was 
convinced that Wilfrid and hie servants would make tho 
best of their way to Btonie, by the first track that should 
present itself to them. Chance alone could direct them to 
choose that which he had taken: besides, it would be losing 
time to wait far tliem ; and their horses less vigorous than 
his own, could be of no utility to him. 

It was not, however, to be expected, that he could get 
clear of the wood on foot before night should surprise him : 
he would be running the risk of losing hia way and wander- 
ing from tho proper direction, which would retard the mo- 
ment that was to decide his fate. Could he hut find a, guide 1 
This last idea made him determine to seek one, and putting 
this resolution In to practice, he mounted an eminence from 
whence ha could see to a considerable distance. 

The smoke which arose above the trees, announced a 
Habitation not far off : he, accordingly, proceeded towards 
the quarter where he had observed it, cutting away with 
his sabre the brambles and flexible shrubs that impeded 
his progress. 

He came to a modest cottage, which he entered without 
ceremony. Nothing could exceed tho neatness of this lowly 
abode : a young woman was giving their supper to ihree 
children, previously to consigning them to their bed of clean 
straw for the night. She was terrified at the aspect of a 
warrior, whose shining armour reminded her of the glory 
and miseries of Poland. 

Sobieski lifted up the visor of his helmet, and the mild- 
ness of his countenance soon tranquillized the timid villager : 
he stripped his head entirely : his flaxen hair flowing in 
eurls on his shoulders, without hiding the arched brow that 
overhung a blue eye which beamed gentleness and virtue ; 



him t — " By finding me some one who would be willing ti. 
conduct me to Blonio," replied the young traveller, in t 
Voice by no means calculated to revive her alarm. 

The husband of the woman was gone to meet two ladies 
who would not bo long before they arrived, and whom h 



THE J-QLAHD.SljS. jyy 

would attend back at midnight. The gentleman, if he pleased 
might accompany them, and (he ladies would not be at alf 
sorry, for they were very fearful. 

Whatever chagrin may afflict a young gentleman, he is 
not inseusiblu to the simple graces of auy woman whatever, 
and cannot ait at table with her without now and then ad- 
dressing her with a word. It is natural also, to wish to 
imow something of the courteous stranger, in whose fate wo 
take an interest simply on account of the servico we have 
rendered him. The conversation insensibly became regular : 
the Questions rapidly succeeded ; Sobieski answered them 

The name of the young hero had reached the heart of 
(he forest. The good woman, struck with admiration and 
yespect, took the childreu in her hands, brought them to 
hlflfcet, and then fell on her knees before him. Sobieski, 
much affected at this unsuspicious homage, raised tlicm up, 
assured her of his gratitude for her kindness, and took in 
his arms the finest ef the boys. 

He questioned him, and received replies which he could 
not have expected from his age : ho caressed him, and the 
child, encouraged by this treatment, displayed his natural 
genius in several sallies that escaped him : the bread, the 
milk, thp fruit, all became common between them ; and iho 
HtUe favourite, enchanted by the pleasing manners of the 
stouiger, repaid him his caresses with usury. 

Sobieski had his back turned to the door. At the moment 
lie was receiving a hundred kisses from the child, bite 
master of the cottage returned, accompanied by two women 
enveloped in large hoods. On entering, they perceived n 
stranger, but, as it was unlikely he should know them, his 
presence did not inspire any mistrust One of them ad- 
Tanced towards the infant witii extended aims, eagerly 
calling out : " My son ! my dear son !" When, lookii:;; 
the Palatine in the face, she exclaimed : "Heavens I 'til he! 
'tis he !— my God !— Signor, I am innocent I" and she 
fell senseless on the floor. 

Sobieski had recollected that voice which so long charmed 
his ear. Led by an involuntary movement, he raised up 
the unfortunate object of bis journey ; but, iminuJistcly 
calling to mind the words which had struck him like thun- 
der ; "My "inl my tanl—I am iniioan!/" his jealousy 
.bursf .ftrth, hja honour arousod Urn : he determined to 
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quit nveiy place where the perfidious and dissimulating 
woman should present herself to me sight : he resolved to 
retire with all expedition to his estates, and wait in absolute 
solitude for the term of his sorrowful career. 

Already he had broken from the arms of Polinska, who, 
though she was unable to speak, had recovered her senses, 
and who, discovering by his countenance the passions by 
which he was agitated, was desirous of retaining him to 
make him listen to her justification. Already he had passed 



Clotilda, who attended her mistress, could not suffer him, 
to go away with so unfavourable and so unjust a persuasion 
respecting her conduct. She followed him : she called to 
him : she urged him to stop and hear reason. 

" A word, Signor,— one word ." 

" I have heard too much already." 

" Appearances deeeivi 



"filiii is 



a mother, she has confessed it." 

" She is, nevertheless, innocent." 

*■ Impossible, — impossible 1" 

" I swear it, and I will convince you of it." 

Clotilda related to him the arrival of Metusko, his lore, 
and his propositions, the refusal of Polinska, tha horrible 
excess to which he was carried, the tears, the lamentations, 
the constaucy of her mistress, the sacrifice that she made of 
her happiness to a man who loved her enough to many her, 
sullied as she was by a crime of which she was not the 
accomplice, but the shame of which he would partake with 

Sobieski passed in an instant from the extreme of fury 
and despair, to the height of transport and tenderneea : he 
ran, he flew back to the cottage, he embraced the knees of 
Polinska, ho asked, he solicited, he pressed for his pardon : 
he had not merited it, sinco he had been able to doubt for 
a moment her virtue ; but, was it possible to love truly, 
without feeling jealousy from such appearaDoest This 
excuse was the only one he could give i indeed, was that or 
any other necessary to a woman who still adored him 1 

Polinska reclined upon his bosom : he discovered in her 
eyes that tenderness which her conduct had never belied : 
she abandoned to him her hand that he covered with kisses : 
a ray of joy beamed In every feature of the haplens fair 
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this was the first joyful moment she had experienced during 
four tedious years. 

Plunged in an ecstncy of delight, she forgot her child, 
his detestable father, and her resolutions to shun for ever 
the man of her heart, the first, the only object of her affec- 
tions. All that innocence can grant she lavished on her 
lover : all the delicious sensations which appertain to the 
human heart, intoxicated that of the fond Sobieaki. 

Celestial delirium ! that elevates us above our being, and 
which seems an emanation of the divinity, why are you not 
eternal like our immortal Author 1 Has he intended that 
we should thus conceive the extent of his felicity, and re* 
mind us, by a sudden return to ourselves, that it is not 
made for us 1 Insensibly the charm that enraptured So- 
bieslti and Polinska was dispelled. 

She sought, she embraced her son : tears streamed from 
her eyes, and the name of Metusko escaped her lips. This 
name made a terrible impression on Sobieski : no longer 
the gentle lover sighing at the fecf of beauty the purest and 
tenderest expressions of his passionate heart : he became 
the soldier wounded in what he holds most dear, who pants 
for the combat, and burns to shed the blood of a fellow- 
creatnre. 

A hundred leagues separated him from Metusko ; at 
least, so ho had reason to believe : but, he would pass them 
on wings of vengeance, and that which he would take, 
should be as terrible as the crime that had provoked it- 
Fate, then, bad yet other sufferings in reserve for the 
unfortunate Polinska : she was doomed to tremble for the 
life of her lover, in addition to what she had already under- 
gone. All that eloquence possesses of strength, or senti- 
ment of persuasion, was employed to divert him from his 
sinister project ; his resolution remained unaltered : he 
would listen to nothing. 

She took up bar son : she ventured to present him to the 
young Falatine. " He is innocent also, and you have not 
thorigh' 1" deprive him of his father.— That father is cul- 
pable, and may become more so by shedding your blood. 
Ah ! where could I then fly for consolation I Could I sur- 
vive that, the most terrible of all misfortunes 1 Ungrateful 
man 1 yon do not imagine I should. I have regained your 
esteem ; let that, with your friendship, aid me to support 
the burthen of life." 

"Friendship, do you Bay 1— Can you exact that a heart 



nish yoi 

„,,..,_ „. h we ftre'both ignorant,' and tho cruel effects 

of which we have felt but too ranch already 1 Yon are nof. 
tag predoiH in my eyes, you are not loss respectable in 
those of virtuous persona, because a villain has taken by 
force what nature reserves for love. And you wish that he 
should five, tfco monster that I detest, that 1 despise ! WeU 
.then, madam, he shall live, sipce you desire it : I feel my- 
sfelf capable of this effort. But, if for your Bake I renounce 
my just vengeance, you will abjure your prejudices : be 
mine, I wul adopt your son, and you may expect from my 
generosity (hat I wilt treat Mm with the tenderness of a> 

What eould Pollnska say to this proposal t Could she 
expose, by a longer resistance, the life of Sobieski) Did not 
his doublo offer prove tho excess of his delicacy 1 Ought it 
not to assure her respecting his future conduct, and did it 
not meet her fondest wishes! She should bo tho wife of him 
she adored : she might acknowledge her son, who was de- 
rtirvil] v iii:ar to her, and to whom her husband would give 
his name : they coulfl all three retire to tho remote estates 
of Sobieski, where they should be able to conceal their pre- 
sent felicity, and Jose the remembrance of their past mis- 
fortunes. 

It was by these motives, which the reason of Polinslo, 
could not reject, that Sobieski, and her faithful Clotilda 
strove to overcome her. She listened, she sometimes ap- 

Cived, she, however, still hesitated, though she secretly 
rned with tho desire of yielding : so forcible, in those 
times which have since been styled barbarous, the opinion 
entertained by a woman of tho reserve and duties of her 

" Yon have opposed this cMld to my vengeance,™ said ' 



,o had by that ti 
wislii's, tlicir prayers, and pressed her on their tnces to 
cr.n.-^iiL d> bo happy. ''■ May y.-.u be ahvay^ *■""/' ri'f'lxd 
she, with a modest bhub, ■daresslng nei lover, "and never 
forget that I judged myself unworthy of you." 

|t was. in thjs very ^tUf^e, .in the mjdst of tho r^ihirea 



oj para and heart-felt joy, that tho prcfi'niin&ies' of it uliioii 
So much- desired were agreed upon. PbtiuSka and SobiesK 
loved each other, said ho, could say nothing else, and did 
4ot trouble themselves about what was passing Around tHem :' 
iovo always prefers privacy. 

But Clotilda was naturally gay and irigeiiiousi and fegil- 
Iatod the procession and the entertainments to admiration, 
at least, in her own opinion. Wilfrid, a stickler also for 
ancient ceremony, spoke lip for it, and settled the 1 points of 
etiquette : the servants now and then slipped in a word I 
the wood-cutter and hia wife contented themselves wltft 
ongratulating each other upon their beauSful visitor Eurn> 
* *a be tho lady of their district. 



Wont to b. 
The hour: 



le spot, in the same attitude : their expressions were as 
ardent as ever: their hearts experienced equal sifljsfaction : 
they had as much to say as when they first met ; tfie effu- 
sion of their souls seemed inexhaustible. 

The appearance of day however, brought wltt it eertaili 
reflections. Should Polinska return to Bloiiie in i " 



before old Wilfrid was on horseback : he rode to the castle, 
assembled Polinska'a women, whom he brought back 1 With 
him to the cottage, accompanied by the huntsinetf with 
spare horses, that, for four years past, had 1 led a life of it!- 

The young lady was arrayed* hi a brfuiarif dfeas 1 of elTfe 
nnd gold, oruameuts formerly tlie garb of sorrow, now, the 
symbols of her faded lustre, which Hymen was about to 
restore to its pristine brightness. Tho son of Meluako was 
clad in a dress suitable to his years : Sobicski required 1 no 
addition to his elegant person. All were mounted on pal- 
freys, with trappings embroidered with silver, sweeping fife 

They entered Blonie in tho midst of Che aeelainations of 
the people, eager to see again. ■bim who had So long beefi 
destined to form the happiness of their lady ; and whose 
return the loquacious Wilfrid had not failed Co announce. 

They enquired who that pretty child was that Poltnska 
regarded with so much complacency, when her eyes wan- 
dered for s moment from Sobicski. Wilfrid was discreet, 
at least, he himself fancied so ; but, it has been before 
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observed, bis secrets were easily discovered : a ward t* 
two which dropped, had circulated and flew from mouth to 
mouth with the usual celerity, and augmented in the usual 
manner. Some mystery was presently suspected : Clotilda, 
to clear her mistress from the blame that attaches to a step 
of which she was incapable, eagerly related the fact as it 
had been ; and such were the love and respect entertained 
for her, that she was, notwithstanding, judged the chastest 
of women, and Sobieski, the moat delicate as well as the 
happiest of men. In short, nothing was wanting to render 
his worthy father a witness of the felicity that he had pre- 
pared for him : he had recently paid the melancholy tribute 
that we all owe to nature. 

The nobility of the environs were invited : the lists dis- 
posed : the amphitheatres prepared. The knights arrived 
at Blonic, ornamented with the colours of their respective 
mistresses, superbly mounted, preceded by their banners, 
and followed by their 'squires : the streets were strewed 
with Sowers : flags were hung at all the windows : the 
people crowded every avenne : Clotilda, Wilfrid and others, 
distributed on all sides, the pledges of the magnificence and 
affection of their master and mistress : numerous bands of 
music announced the general joy, and the ringing of the 
bells, that the most respectable of connexions was about to 
be formed, and solemnized under the auspices of religion. 

Sobiesai, radiant as the rising sun that dispels the mists 
of night, eagerly entered the apartment of his Polinska, 
Embellished with the charms of love and young desire, she 
awaited his coming. At the sight of him she arose and 
presented him her hand : a numerous procession preceded 
and followed them : the Pontiff and his deacons, clothed in 
their sacerdotal robes, stood ready to meet them at the 

porch of the 1 "' 

They appr 
denly a cry v ._ 

procession baited : death was in the eyes of Polinska, fur; 
in those of Sobieski : indignation in every heart. The agi- 
tation was general : each questioned his neighbour, several 
ran to learn particulars, and brought back the intelligence, 
that a body of horse was entering the city, conducting Me- 
tosko prisoner- 
It was the officers who fought under the immediate com- 
mand of a man, highly guilty with respect to his conduct 
towards Polinska, bat who had eternal claims to the public 
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gratitude, that were leading him to the scaffold ; to punish 
hull, as Hie; said, for a crime for which beauty was fur 
from desiring to be avenged. 

An hour longer,she would have been the wife of Sobieaki ; 
but this uulooked-for, this fatal event, reduced her to the 
dreadful alternative of condemning to death the father of 
her child, to preserve her lover ; or to give her hand to a 
man she detested : a sacrifice much more cruel than (hat 
she had imposed upon herself when she renounced Sobieaki. 
The law, however, was positive, and insisted upon her pro- 
nouncing the doom of her violator. 

This last blow of fate, this horrible situation disordered 
her senses : she was conducted back to the castle, dying, 
inanimate. Sobieaki, carried to the highest degree of rag. 
insulted, defied, and even threatened Metusko. " If yc 
were loaded with chains," coldly replied the warrior, " 
should spare you." 

This man, whose whole life had been a long chain of ei 
ploits, and whose character bad received do other stain than 
tho reproach be had justly incurred for his ferocious eon- 
duct at Blonie, had forgotten, in the midst of his labours 
for the. repose and happiness of his country, the charms of 
Polioska ; time, to which everything gives way, had insen- 
sibly weakened the remembrance of an action which had at 
first been succeeded by the moat poignant remorse. Me- 
tusko had long lived but for glory, which, faithful to his 
standard, had with him held the place of the enjoyments of 
the heart. 

Constantly opposed to Kodolpho, the greatest general of 
the age, almost always inferior in numbers, but enabled to 
multiply his force by the enthusiasm with which be anima- 
ted his troops, Metusko had successively destroyed three 
armies which had presented themselves before him. His 
activity, his valour, his prudence forced the destiny of bat- 
tles to declare in his favour : his magnanimity seduced tho 
vanquished ■ his generosity fixed them in his ranks. 

The empire, exhausted by a war the object of which was 
foreign to the people, at length refused the Emperor the 
new levies that he continued to solicit ; Rodolpho was, 
therefore, obliged to treat with the man that he had at first 
considered as a rebel, but whose brilliant successes raised 
him above himself. 

Peace being thus restored to Poland, she thought of 
choosing a king. Sobieaki, who, to his military talents 



Iiava obtained a majority of suffrages but fth* KM extreme" 
youth, or rattier, but for that lore which rendered hthi itt- 
sensiblci to everything that iM not Polirtskrt. 

We have seen hira lay down his arms whetl nd tnore 
enemies remained to combat, leave the Poles to give them 
wives laws and a master, and, satisfied with teFgntng over 7 
u heart that was the objeei of Kbr utmost ambifhtff, occupy 
his whole attention with the means of re-eomJHerihg it 

Merusko had no dottbt that dm fM*ii would be the re- 
ward of his services ; and, knowing 4 he had merited It, ho 
made no BKruple of announcing his pretettHoiYs to Ae high 
honour. He dkl not attempt to conceal his aim ! his soldiers, 
idolizing their chief, waited only for the proper moment to 
second him i he would, doubtless, have ascended the rhruuc, 
if his Own officers, jealonB of Ms glory, Had not appfeltcnded 
the inflexibility of his disposition, as well as 1 ft fltafSod in- 
clination to abnolute power which they discovered in him, 
and which would reduce them to be the vain ornaments of 
the court, where they would enjoy no other Consideration 
than what such a prince might think lit to honour them 
with. 

The moat formidable competitor ffist Metuslto had to 
contend with wu Jagellon, Duke of Lithuania, stilt a Pagan 
as well a* roost of hie subjects, but who had assisted Poland 
with hi* treasures and his troops, and who, during the whole 
of the war, had oomtnaoded with- honour and advantage a 
body of the army, which, however, was subordinate to Me- 

The duke was flof without good qnaRtfes ;" But he-was 
open, easy, and prodigal, d a ngerous tiaitiss for the people, 
and atwais useful to conrBers ! fho Palatines were, there- 
fore, secretly for Jagellon ; bnt; how could" they exclude' 
M-stasSo from a rank, to wMdt he was called by the wish 
of the army and the rest of the nation- ! 

The first step necessary to be taken foT this purpose, was" 
to detach the people from his side. But what means could 
bo employed with success on minds so much prepossessed' 
in his favour I Hie crime towards Polinska was no stain 
in his character with BoMierH, naturally disposed to excus* 
tlie excesses which they themselves are always liable Co 



to put into execution as soon us be should tie seated on tile 
throne. This was, to keep up, even in ttie midst of peace, 
a considerable number of troops for tlie purpose of con- 
trolling the Turks and Iluii^arinns, tlie natural enemies of 
Piiland: to introduce among these soldiers a severe disci- 
pline, that would render property secure and respected, 
which, (ill then, had been ravaged at the discretion of the 
military body. 

ife intended to deprive the nobles of the power of life 
and death over their peasants, and to strip diem of the 
impunity which (hey received from the privilege of not 
being arrested for a capital crime, until after having been 
judicially convicted of it : ho was desirous also that the 

- i should torn its attention to commerce, which a 



absurd pride induced it to abandon to strangers : and the 
avmy, which depended wholly on him, was to support these 
innovations by overawing the discontented. 

These views were those of a prince worthy of a more 
enlightened ngc ; but it was necessary to conceal his inten- 
tions until circumstances would permit .thorn to be carried 
into execution : envy and malignity construing them into 
acts of tyranny and oppression) turned them against the 
benevolent author. 

It was industriously circulated amone the poor nobility', 
who alone composed the squadrons, that if Metusko obtained 
the crown, he meant to raise the peasant* to an equality 
with them in all respects. It was added, that he proposed 
to introduce the German discipline amoig the folish troopa 
and above all, to subject them to that infamous corporal 
chastisement, always disgusting to a haughty people, who 
can ill submit to any other check than that of honour, 

ft was insinuated to the Palatines that this army, destined 
in appearance to serve as a barrier against their external 
enemies, would, in fact, tie raised against them ; and would 
become in the hands of the new king, an instrument by 
which he would be able to destroy at pleasure their privi- 
ifl, consecrated by ages, and the most precious attributes 
' ir magnificence and exalted birth. 

11 was made a subject of reproach against him, that he 
intended to transform into a vile race of merchants, the 
most warlike and honourable nation of Europe ; in short, 
he was described as a rash and enterprising character, who 
would abuse his authority as far as in his pdwer, and ro- 



ieges,conf 
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dues his subjects to a state of slavery, unprecedented even 
under the masters nominated by the emperors. 

These insinuations were partly supported by proofs 
wrested from Metusko himself, who was too noble-minded 
to be mistrustful. They produced greater effects than even 
tbe authors of them had nattered themselves with obtain- 
ing : they at onee disgusted both the Palatines and the 
nobility ; all withdrew from a man who dared to think of 
depriving them of the privileges of which they were jealous 
to excess, and the liberty which they had hardly begun to 
enjoy, and which had coat them so much blood. The differ- 
ent parlies united in favour of Jagellon, and at the convo- 
cation of the diet, Mutusko was the only one who did not 
know that he had no longer anything to expect but from 
posterity. 

His exclusion, however, unjust as it might he, was pro- 
ductive of a 'real benefit The Palatines unanimously 
resolved to limit the authority of the prince who should bo 
chosen, and of those who should succeed him : they declared 
that the sceptre should not be hereditary : that the kings 
should not raise any fortress : that they should not dispose 
of the public treasure : that they should levy no troops 
without the consent of the diets ; and that they should con- 
secrate that famous declaration, which was to be pronounced 
by the new sovereign upon his advancement : "I invite the 
nation to dethrone me, if I do not observe the laws that I 
am about to swear to see maintained." 

These institutions, proposed by tho intimate confidents 
of Metusko, apprized him when too late, of the designs of 
the diet ; but they were the means of preventing public 
liberty from receiving a wound, until the time when three 
destructive powers conspired to efface the name of Poland 
from the map of Europe. 

After these fundamental bases had been duly considered, 
the Palatine who presided over the diet asked Jagellon 
whether he would embrace Christianity, and unite to Poland 
his duchy of Lithuania. The Prince submitted without 
resistance to these conditions, and was immediately pro- 
claimed King. It may bo presumed from the tranquillity 
of this election, so different from those which succeeded it, 
that everything was prepared and even agreed upon before- 

Metusko, incensed at the preference obtained over him 



by a foreigner, had not the prudence to conceal his resent- 
ment : he was particularly hurt to find that those whom he 
had overwhelmed with honours and kindness, to whom he 
had granted his moat intimate confidence, and whose suf- 
frages he looked upon as certain in his behalf, should basely 
betray his cause. Incapable of any medium, when he gave 
way to the irascibility of his disposition, he rushed oat of 



BT 



His bravsry was generally known and respected : his 
idigious strength and address were universally feared I 



most certain death. Intrepidity in the 
major part of men la no more than the persuasion, or at 
least, the hope of victory : and the Palatines, after so long 
a storm, desired nothing more than to enjoy their liberty 
and repose. In order to preserve their honour and retain 
their enjoyments inviolate, it became necessary to take off 



There was no direct conspiracy formed against Mm ; 
there are certain secret sentiments which, though perfectly 
understood to exist between individuals, are confined to 
their own breasts. No Palatine would have confessed with- 
out a blush, the motives which animated him against the 
hero of Poland ; but he who should begin the attack, how- 
ever indirectly, might rest assured of the concurrence of 
the rest. 

The Palatine of Rava first expressed himself in a style 
of great moderation, on the proceedings of Metusko against 
some of the members of the most respectable assembly. 
Encouraged by the air of approbation that he remarked on 
the countenances of the persons present, he demanded 
whether it was not their duty to consider of the punishment 
merited by those who openly attacked the liberty of eleo- 

He suggested to the king that Metusko, powerful from 
the extent of his domains, from the number and attachment 
of his vassals, and above all, from bis insurmountable cou- 
rage, would be able to dispute 



n by main force, overthrow him from the throne, 
or, at insert, plunge his country in the horrors of civil war. 
These apprehensions, which were not without foundation, 



were tether exaggerated" by t&e other PalatineS, and OH 
areduloua monarch appeared forcibly struek by them. 

No existing law, however, was applicable to the impro- 
priety of conduct in question. In the preceding diets, tho 
sabre had frequently cut short the discussions which had 
arisen, without bringing to account those who abed the 
blood of their fellow-countrymen. 

Metusko was not one of those obscure characters thai 
authority immolates with impunity : it was to bo feared 
that Poland would oppose to heads of imaginary accusa- 
tions, the services and great qualities of him whom It was 
wished to get rid of. In order, therefore, to place on their 
side an appearance of justice, the Palatines availed them- 
selves of the ancient, the only crime of Metuako, long for- 
gotten in a crowd of brilliant exploits, and exaggerated tho 
nircnmstances attending it with all their malicious ingenuity. 
Tile king signed the order for bis arrest, and the execution 
of it was confided to his most inveterate enemies. 

It was well known that love united Potinska to Sobieskii 
she could, consequently, consider Metosko in no other light 
than as the most odious of men ; and it was not at alt pro- 
bable that she would redeem his life by (he gift of her hand. 
The success of the plan formed against him, therefore, ap- 
peared certain : one difficulty only remained, which was. to 
arrest the person of a warrior, who would die rather than 
submit his hands to the chains which were destined for 
them : and it was foreseen what lie might be capable of, if 
urged to the last patch of desperation. 

It was resolved to surprise him in his sleep ; and thai 
none of his friends, if be still had any, might apprise him 
of the danger by which he ivaS menaced, the assembly waa 
protracted until the night was far advanced, and no person 
was permitted to quit it on any pretence. 

Metusko waa unable to take repose Tormented by tine 
violence of his passions, he kept pacing his apartment with 
rapid strides : his attendants expected the explosion would 
follow a silence mora energetic than words, whatever they 
might be. 

■ No," at length he exclaimed, suddenly stopping, H no, 
ungrateful country, I will not betray thee: I will not deliver 
thee again to the yoke from which I have rescued thee ; 
but I will not, by my presence, add to the triumph of a 
— "reign, unworthy to reign over a man like me 1 I will 
■e to my estates, live in obscurity, and offer up my fee- 



ye»t wishes (or Ihe pufclio pECisjiei%, tat Dry horses sod 
equipage be instantly prepared/' 

His attendants were about to obey him, when a servant 
entered the room, to say .that several Palatines requested 
Admittance. "Let them, come iu," replied Metuako, and 
his formidable sword wis at several yards distance. 

To the fust that appeared succeeded others, and more to 
(b^se. Metuako was surrounded by traitors, and yet sus- 

Scled nothing of their designs. Ihoy darted upon him 
e ferocious auknajs of prey, overthrew him, loaded Mm 
with chains, and deliveroil him tp bis lieutenante ; who, 
yitpes^es of the misfortune of Poliuska, basely consented 
.to depose agniiujt him wky bad always conducted them to 
victory. 

They had expected to see him enraged, and to meat with 
efforts of despair that it might, perhaps, prove difficult to 
repress j but never did Metuako appear greater than in litis 
disaster. He opposed coolness to outrages, and his magna- 
nimity to the contempt with which they affected to treat 
him. He walked in the midst of his guards with that air 
of superiority which announced that he had been their chief, 
if id that he still felt himself worthy of being so, 

Tho feeble and irresolute people flocked id multitudes to 
fjeo him pass, pitied him, but made no attempt in his favour. 
They seemed to wait for a word from Metuako, to form him 
a party in an instant 

Faithful to his last resolution, the warrior would have 
.continued equally to disdain the ingratitude of the throng 
and the ferocity «f his guards, if the latter, fearing an in- 
surrection in bis behalf, had not endeavoured to justify tho 
^igour with which he was treated, by accusing him of crimes 



The honour of Metuako did nut permit him to dissimulate 
his errors ; and bis austere frankness would not let him 
pass in silence the injustice of those who dared to insinuate 
' ' it was not true. He replied to these slander- 
with that energy which characterised him ; 



against him what was not true. He replied to these slander- 
ous accusations with that energy which characterised I ' — 
and having once outstepped the limits that he had 6 



without re 

He reproached his conductors with the indignity of their 
behaviour : he reminded the spectators of hia services : 
several among them had fought under htm, and been eye- 
witnesses of his heroic bravery i he animated them by his 
eloquence, by, [fw fire ,of hjs countenance, and particularly 



by his misfortune. The very thing that the guards had in- 
tended to avert, wu the consequence of their imprudence : 
the people murmured, expressed their dis»pprob»iioD, and 
communicated their sentiments to one another. 

They ran, and hastily arming themselves with what came 
first to hand, the lance shone by the side of the instrument 
of agriculture, and the polished helmet near the humble 
cap of the artisan. They surrounded, they pressed about 
Metusko : they were going to attack the escort, which. 
though intimidated by superior numbers, nevertheless, put 
themselves in a posture of defence. 

The Poles were on the point of destroying each other i 
Metnsko alone could spare the effusion of blood, and he was 
magnanimous enough to do it, whatever might be the fate 
for which he was reserved. 

■ My countrymen," said he, "maybe ungrateful :— re- 
publicans were always bo : but posterity shall not reproach 
me with having willingly caused the death of a single Po- 
lander. I hare liberated my country, 1 have done my duty, 
she neglects hers ! however, I am yet to see whether there 
are judges whose hearts are so callous as to let them doom 
to the scaffold the saviour of Poland. My true, my faith- 
ful friends, you shall not expose your lives, you shall not 
involve the safety, the happiness of your wives and children. 
I expect, I wish only one service from you, bat it will be 
dear to me : — conduct your general to Blonie : let him 
appear before the tribunal surrounded by the witness of hi* 
glory : let their presence prove his justification, and let 
those who have dragged me hither henceforth confine them- 
selves to the vile employment of accusers : — it suits their 
grovelling souls." 

These words added astonishment and respect to the ad- 
miration and respect which Metusko already inspired : he 
was released from his escort, a living rampart was raised 
between him and them, and every one was anxious to touch 
his garments, his spurs, or the trappings of his horse ; all 
were desirous of following him to hear bis justification, or 
to snatch him from punishment by main force, if, in fact, 
he should bo found guilty- 
He was freed from his indignant bonds, and had a sword 
Cut into his hand : he was no longer a criminal, dragged 
y vile myrmidons before the tribunal ; bat a great man 
who, surrounded by his friends, was going to brave injus- 
tice, and, if necessary, to die as he had lived. 



His lieutenants, confused at these proceedings, retired 
behind the procession : rage sad malice were in their 
hearts, but they dared not rive vent to their feelings, or 
even lift their eyes on the hero whom they had bo atro- 
ciously traduced. 

Such grandeur of soul, a conduct so disinterested, will, 
doubtless, astonish on the part of a warrior who, taking 
advantage of favourable circumstances, might have regained 
his freedom and avenged himself on his enemies. But 
perhaps he was thoroughly persuaded that no judges would 
presume to condemn him ! perhaps he knew that Polinska 
was still at liberty : perhaps he nattered himself that time 
had weakened the sense of his outrage, and that she would 
not be insensible to the glory of saving a man like him : he 
was, at least, certain that he considered his own honour far 
above his life, and that he intended it should descend with 
him unsullied to the tomb. 

Scarcely had he entered Blonie, scarcely had he pro- 
nounced the name of Polinska, when he understood that he 
was a father. A new sentiment kindled in his heart, and 
replaced the contempt of life he had nourished. It was 
still desirable, he clung to it, and hoped he should be hi' 
debted for it to his' son. Illiterate, like all the nobles of his 
time, he caused a letter to be written to Polinska from the 
palace, in which his word alone retained him prisoner. 

This letter was filled with expressions of tenderness : it 
was dictated by the inflexibility of his disposition : he sim- 
ply solicited an interview that the law authorized him to 
demand, and which the rank of Polinska did not prevent 
her from granting. 

This unfortunate victim was deploring her fate : her son 
was attempting to dry her tears, and Sobieski was at her 
feet when she received this cruel letter. To see Metusko, 
to hear him, to speak to him, was to her the most dreadful 
of punishments : to refuse his request was impossible. 

Sobieski, agitated by a thousand different emotions, strove 
to retain her in the castle : he wished to fly with her from 
the evils that menaced them, and pressed her, with respect 
and submission, to adopt this resolution : a moment after- 
wards, he imperiously required that die should publicly 



fai-g.it Mi livra, an j want over (he fate of a hero whose pmat 
qualities lie admired, and whose zealous defender he would 
aertainly have been, bad he not, like him, pretended to the 
band of Polinska 

To forsake such a character seemed dreadful to him ; to 
Sacrifice to him the object of his ardent tenderness, v.-n» au 
jfibrt above his sWength : this idea alone brought him back 
to the recollection of a crime which appeared to htm un- 
pardonable ; and revived hi his bosom l[ie animosity he had 
Bweeived and vowed against its author. 

It waft, however, necessary to come to a determination. 
Sobiegki could only give utterance to complaints and impru- 
mtuma against his destiny : his lover, to sighs, tears, and 
repeated.' promises to be always faithful to him. A second 
message fi-unj Metusko announced that time pressed, and 
Atat he expected to enjoy the permjseiou which the Jaw 
granted. The unhappy roliuska ajoae, traversed her apart' 
meats supported by her women and attended by Subieski ; 
Wlho, unable to bear tliis cruel separation, followed bar with 
hie eyes, after having conjured hep twenty times bo£ to fcj.- 
aet her oaths. 

The strength and fortitude of Polinska completely failed 
bar when she entered the ball where the criminal awaited 
her arrival. The presence, the cold and severe air of the 
judges assembled to receive the expression of her will, added 
to her confusion. Hewako advanced a few paces and seemed 
desirous of assisting her : hia crime, the miseries U bad 
tsioned her, tile horrors of this disgusting ir 



at the sight of ber violator, closed her eyes, and sunk into 
the arms of Clotilda, who conducted ber to a seat appointed 

The warrior had not expected that Ids appearance would 
produce audi a terrible effect : he had prepared himself 
with the arguments that he thought best adapted to persuade 
Polinska : her trouble, her paleness, her fainting, agitated 
him greatb/ .: his remorse revived with all its force, and 
what the united strength of the empire had not been able 
to corn pass, a timid woman effected id an instant Metusko, 
embarrassed, confused, deprived of courage and speech, was 
ready to fall at her feet 



Mebuako to speak. More m 
erad fie free use ef his as 

" Madam," Mid he, "1_. .„ 

rf the paat, it would be cruel, to you, and 1 humiiistiag to me: 
1 will, therefore, confine myself to th« present Your faio 
is to far connected wittr nine, that what I have to say can- 
not be regarded by you with indifference. Hear me with 
tranquillity : my expression* shall have a refermoe to the 
respect with which yon umpire me. 

" I am not so fondly attached to life as to solicit yon to 
redeem it, though it should have coat yon bo other sacrifice 
than what yon now make, were none bat myself involved in 

able to your family, to your friends, to Poland herself, for 
a fault which nothing can excuse, you yourself would be- 
come so by refusing to restore your injured honour by an 
act in your power, and whioh I ant willing to join in- pcr- 

" I will not apeak to you of my sentiments : I have long 
entertained for you only those of the profoundest esteem. 
It in the perfectly bnncoiil state of my heart which ought 
to render you secure with reepect to the consequences of a 
union that must, doubtless, appear odious to you. Rename 
tho place in society which yon are entitled to occupy, the 
consideration, of whioh I alone hare deserved to be deprived > 
and I swear by my honour, (you may know whether Metasko 
is Incapable of 'tailing in Unit,) I swear to quit you the mo- 
ment ws descend from the altar* to leave you at liberty iu 
whatever place you may think fit to reade, never to see 
yen again if you desre that prohibition should bo impffmd, 
and above si), not to form a pretension to these rights of 
which 1 am too well convinced I am unworthy/' 

He ceased, sad waited for a reply, which Polmska'wSB 
far from being in a state to make hint : bar ear had only 
been struck by sounds, the sense of whiob her extreme dis- 
order did not permit her to comprehend, and she remained) 
mute and immoveable. The judgesy affected at her painful 
situation, pressed her immediately to break up the a mi in i 
bly herself, by declaring whether or no she would accept 
aMnafeo for her husband. 

"Kg, no," exebumed she in a,. tons of nu,iJsh, and 
■pMotly able to articulate a word, " never, no, never '" 

* I am aware," returned the warrior, " that you, arc in- 



let THE POLINDRBS. 

flneneed by ft passion for another : Sobieski alone induces 

Sm to reject an engagement that your reason approves, 
at, madam, ought all your affections to centre in him 1 
Do not the chums of your bod balance those of your lover 1 
It is for him that I still presume to raise my voice. Will 
you one day consent to render him satisfaction for his 
father's blood which he will demand of yon, for the station 
in society of which you will have been the means of depriv- 
ing him : and when the attachment, to which you sacrifice 
everything, shall be weakened or severed by tune, and you 
shall be enabled to judge your conduct dispassionately, will 
you preserve your existence hated by your child and des- 
pised by yourself ! Weigh these considerations, madam : 
you are a mother, by a crime, 1 confess ; but the duties 
imposed by that title ought Dot to be held by you as leaf 

At the name of her son, Polinskn became attentive, and 
the picture placed before her by Metusko extremely affected 
her. She had not the courage to renounce the public esteem, 
much less to forfeit the tenderness of her child, the moat 
indispensable blessing to a feeling mother. She forgot, for 
a moment, Sobieski : she hesitated. Clotilda, in a low voice 
reminded her of those words solemnly pronounced in the 
wood-cutter's cottage : I will adopt your ion, and you map 
expect from my genervtity &"* I ™& treat him vrith the ten- 
derness of a father. The reasons of Metusko had shaken 
her resolution : the interference of Clotilda restored her to 
love : she saw nothing but Sobieski : she firmly repeated 
her refusal to wed Metusko, and left the assembly. 

Fores alone seemed now to be the only resource of this 
great man : the sentence of death was about to issue from 
the mouth of the presiding judge. " I ask bat an hour," 
said he, addressing the tribunal ; ** and if PoUnska persist 
in her resolution, I am ready to die." 

So short ft delay was not denied to the obscurest criminal : 
they easily acceded to the wish of a hero. He had still 
ground for hope : one of his friends who hod softened hia 
captivity on the road, had token advantage of the absence 
of Poliiiska : he had found means to introduce himself into 
the castle, and gold, liberally presented, hod gained him 
free access to the infant. Young as he was, he was not in- 
sensible to the interest that lie ought to take in his father's 
fate ; his tender heart was forcibly struck with the danger 
to which he was exposed ; and his uncommon natural uii- 



dersianding made him readily comprehend the line of-con- 
duet he was conjured to puraue. 

The gestures, the inflexions of the voice, the expressions, 
all were repeated to him over and over again ; and his own 

could not be otherwise than energetic, affecting in the 
extreme, and the effect of it was no longer doubtful. 

Polinska was returning to congratulate herself upon her 
resistance in the presence of Sobieski, and receive from bint 
his thanks, his protestations, his endearments, for so much 
love and constancy. She was tranquil, even happy : her 
eon perceived her ; he ran, he flew, he started across the 
drawbridge, and throwing himself at his mother's feet, while 
his innocent hands pressed the bottom of her robe : — 

"Never," said he, "will I quit this position, until yon 
have granted me the life of my father I If you reject my 
prayer, spurn me from your arms, repulse me far from you, 
despise the tears which flow from the eyes of a dutiful child 
for his unhappy sire : go, be united to your lover whom I 
disdain, whose offers of kindness I abhor, while I fly to the 
embraces of a parent whose name 1 am proud to bear ; I 
will console him, 1 will support bis courage : my tender 
caresses shall conceal the approach of the fatal blow, as it 
will soften the pangs of death, when I will return covered 
with blood, and Bay, and incessantly repeat to you : Afodom, 
At wont it jwwt .- yovrt will be the repentance I" 

No part of this oration was natural to the child, but the 
energetic tone in which he pronounced it. He was not even 
of au age to be able to appreciate the menaces which it did 
not belong to him to address to his mother, but which it 
was Impassible for her to resist. She was almost van- 
quished : the boy completed bis success by these sallies of 
ingenuity and sentiment, by those delicious caresses, by 
those ardent prayers, which never fail to carry persuasion 
to the maternal heart. 

" Let him live,'' cried Polinska, " let his son inform him 
that I yield, and that I am ready to swear to be miserable 
for the remainder of my life." 

The child was raised in the arms of his father's friend, 
and they soon arrived at the place of his confinement. 
Mr an while, Polinska shut herself up, and particularly for- 
bade that Sobieski should be admitted to approach her; 
should she see him again she was lost. 



km ii | a Tta »i i %a T atatow»» with araatada m& tare : 

k declared to km that he hart no lon^ar anything to 
' ' ■ the m»t deny him m tb* eonaolaaioii <* 
.plaint* to PoiiaBka. 



j perfaetfr iajanlaat. That which be had 

)nat met willi, rc-plnnred him otu one of Uieas nriasa in 
wbiahthaanmwhohthera^ r r n aatiTa.taainortinoata ia ta, 
the matt courageaBB, is a* laager water of BJimnh* 

BcUtoki ibroed opan the apartment of Nkaala i k. eould 
liBkn to nothing : reproaches were tningtoi with Laiuuuia, 
ul ■Noaoea with prayer*. Pofcnska, tem9ed, agitated br* 
road npraawr- Pouneka, nhmja anwared whso tb* 
pentose of her mo did sot rapport her aeainrt heiwelf, — 
Foliaeka, hewerer, mad* > last effort ; she (poke to hew 
brer with that dignity whiah ouwraanda attention bom tin. 
raca* anapnaM nan ; aba oapaaad inatariHtttr to » 
ItawitoajaadMhM^toTfeawiaB.ahwowtoiwJaowtoaMto 
qwHlta(»atte,pr<*ib*todhiffllr( m .v««Ltai™gitag»h, 



exhausted flw whale fratitiais at haw at 
aWahaiooofny^o«(abwagiiitoith*ai 
Lafl alea*, a pray to hwj awbetin, " 
warrior abaailnand liiinwf In ill tl 
noaoM ahanJnte fh aaniy, a* waneiv at heat, aretbefsra- 
■aamon of it Ha> groan*, bat iator— atl a n a iwwamoM 
emreogh the afferent apaftaMato of the eeatto i vbatwnw 
aame beneath Ma band* wan ahaUend toatean, or Urn 
ratoalboarand pee**, QokUda ka wa jMa . i mm awBad in 
Wilfrid. Sobieaki had drawn his award, the point waa 
tamed to lii* breast, a* waaaewt to die, and thai complete 
«W naacry af U. wjharaaa, 

] by awnl fcwawiw, at length 



conduct him in goonrito aatafthi awy,aaa> rancid in aaanv 



St* wMeMt. J hot, *MH>Ht fi»" themattho comer 
n*«*i he ran to aha pak«* where MeWakp m> (till 
guarded Ma prisoner. 

*he wearier, far flat ate Mas* an* — thi n ning hia sen, 
and white he held him in his snns, lie forgot bis brilliant 
otresr aad the diagracae which had followed it A man 
rushed into the raw in wild disorder, and threw hunaajf 
at hia feet. " Thar ■*•» pivreoted km fo*Q taking away 
my life," oried hi|"a pity, deprirs me of >L or reataro 
me that which e*a abate bs*aW it enpnortabla?' 

Bdbiaaki did not roflost thai it *m ike daath o£ Melnsko 
which ka aakadaf Heawko aaaaaaV ; the here made this 
abanrrntian to hiaa, whib he mined him up with kindness : 
and the youthful lever aaw, tfirengh to* oust that obscured 
his ideas, that neither of them could be perfectly happy 
bat i r tin dsatraraion of the other. Metuako agreed to 
this coneluwen, ant, aaWrithatandmg, refaaed the combat 
proposed to him by hi* rival. 

"My reputation for eourege," mid he to him, "iaestab- 



Gobiaaki than HI mat hi* mistress waa inevitably loat to 
Urn : fab head suddenly eoaema giddy, hia limbs benumbed, 
he feU senseless on the floor. Advantage waa takea of thi* 
snjmwar a— dDtaa, ta aoavejr hiaa to a hoaae without the 
arty, whan ha faaarred ail the aaaiaienoe that art could 
afford, ami Wilfrid saw loat mat* of him for a moment. 
" Alaa 1" laid afeaaako, as the attendants ware soiiduetwg 
him from ma preesnas, « I •maaUpgaas persona uuarable, 
whs hare aaaaaja a iy enetiraied virtu, and I bare no other 
ahum to happiness or area to life than isy crime I" 

Meantime, the judge* bad retired, the tokens of captiTty 
bad disappeared, and the warrior ww informed that Pe> 
Unska waa ready to meat him at the altar, hie took his am 
by the band i Una child moat be eooetaeUy between bin 
and hia mother : he aha* eawM weah— the horror that hia 
la riatim in the 



of their miatreas. Sheelonedai 
i she appeared aslae, and affnrad 
took it, hot dared Bat pram it msh 



him her hand : Metosko took it, iwt dared aat'prass it with 

" ■ ■ l lS 

■terertofiwfartiteeawHteaiiowapttemaawhont 



us 

she was about to accept ai 
worthy of Polinska : she r< 
herself to make it 

The ceremony began : the formidable words were going 
to be pronounced, the victim maintained her firmness. She 
swore to Metusko a fidelity which she was incapable of 
violating, and a love that did not depend upon herself to 
experience. Bat, scarcely had the terrible oath escaped 
her lips, when she sank down on the steps of the altar. 

« This is too much," cried Metusko, " she has fulfilled 
her duty, and learned me to know mine." Then, address- 
ing himself to Clotilda, "Conduct back your mistress," said 
he, " when she revives, place her son in her arms : tell her 
that Metusko h desirous she should live, and that he will 
still afford ber the means." 

She was conveyed to Iho castle, anguish on her counte- 
nance, and death in her heart. The caresses of her child 
restored her to a fall sense of her wretchedness : she looked 
sorrowfully around her, slowly turning herself to every part 
of the room : she named not her husband, but it was per- 
ceived that she noticed his absence, and was not insensible 
to his respectful behaviour. A messenger solicited and 
obtained admittance : his paleness, his agitation announced 
the nature of his errand. He delivered a letter to Polinska 
which she opened and read : 

" I was not born to perish on a scaffold, accompanied 
with the idea of a son, an outcast from the bosom of society, 
of a woman I had dishonoured, and of a rival so alive to her 
charms, so struck with her worth, as to be willing to par- 
take her shame. I was desirous of becoming your husband, 
it was my duty to offer this only reparation in my power, 
it was yours to consent to it ; but, it would be injustice it- 
self to make you atone for my fault by a life of nnbappineso 
after that I have already caused you. You have fulfilled 
your duty towards your son and his father : I will perform 
mine to you and Sobieski. I leave yon the heir of my name 
and of my glory : he will learn yon to drop a tear to my 
memory, and my death will restore me your esteem." 

Metusko, on leaving the temple, had shut himself up in 
the apartment destined for him by Polinska. Disgusted 
with the obscurity to which the ingratitude of his country 
condemned him, struck with the despair of Sobieski, with 
the kind of heroism of his bride, he conceived the idea of 
equalling her fortitude her self-devotion. An active poison 



circulated Bi Ilia veins ; and be had scarcely strength to 
dictate his dying sentiments to .the minister who attended 
him in his last momenta. 

As soon aa he had ceased to be a bar between Polinska 
and her lover, she felt convinced of the great qualities of 
the husband she had lost, she forgot his guilt, she saw him 
only aa the father of her child, and sincerely regretted 

This mourning, however, could not be of long duration : 
Sobieski, by degrees resumed all his former claims that 
duty had merely been able to suspend, and that no power 



thenceforth overcloud, a year was given to decorum, p 
the remainder of their lives to love. 

From this union sprang the ancestors of the famous 
Sobieaki ; who, while only grand-martial of the crown, 
liberated Poland from the yoke of the Turks. The victory 
of Chokzim gave him the sceptre that he rendered illustri- 
ous by the deliverance of Vienna, and by an assemblage of 
talents but too rarely met with in sovereigns. 






BA8TABD OF NORMANDY. 



CHAPTER L 

Ir ih on the band* of the river Seine, towering on m 
gvadual aeeeot, fronted by a thick cluster of trees, Out 
stood ao formidably muted, as to repel alike the mile blasts 
of winter, or the sultry scorchjjig of the summer's heat ; 
wedged around, like tome reverend aged pile, with friendly 
clusters of encircling ivy, and rendered both by every effort 
■of nature and of art, the beat asylum of virtue and of peace. 

la this delightful spot, stood the canfle of the Chevalier 
4e Banes. 

The chevalier, in his younger days, had fought for Ilia 
aaundi and tea lung : declining, therefore, aa he now was, 
in the vale of years, and fatigued with public toils, soma 
calm retreat became his fondest wish. Age, however, sat 
with reverence on hie aspect : it was a prospect, though 
dimmed by the hard unrelenting hand of tune, that shewed 
the traces of honour and of vii-Uie. 

The shoveller aleo, in hie juvenile years, had been linked 
is the tendereat bonds with a lair maid of Poitiers. This 
aflbotUHi, however, though it .could boast the most reciprocal 
ardour, had never been sanctioned by the nuptial form, 
having nature for its source alone ; the pride of ancestry 
aver warred against the sacred tie. Inclination, notwith- 
standing, swelled high in the bosom of de Barre, and be 
waited only for the levelling band of tune, which makes the 
feasant and the king alike, te cell his Anne, W\fe. 

Joe unoaaal chance at fate, which oftener mTtftfitnn 
against the good than bad intent soon overwhelmed the 
virtuous hope and honest love of de Barre into an abyss of 
irretrievable despair. The awful crisis rapidly advanced, 
when Anna was to produce the tender fruit of their mutual 
loves, The anxious moment came ; the infant followed ■ 
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bat followed only to bo the innocent harbinger of its mother'* 
speed; passage to the other world. Dying, she embraced 
her beloved lord, and begged him, in faultering accents, to 
call her infant, in remembrance of his unhappy mother, De 
P oitiers. Do Barre, raving and distracted, promised her 
he would : offered his own life to the Supreme Being, would 
he but vouchsafe to save his dearest Anna's. She dropped 
a tear ; then, casting a look of divine effervescence on the 
despairing chevalier, she softly murmured, "Ben father to 
my child : be as kind to him as you have ever been to me, 
and I die contented. Farewell, my beloved lord : — my 
dearest lord, — adieu." Thus Anna sunk to dust. 

De Barre, after this cruel and trying event, was sinking 
fast into a gloomy depth of inactivity and despair ; nothing 
appeared to alleviate his transports of grief, but the pre- 
sence and innocent manners of bis darling boy, his beloved 
Henry de Poitiers : to him alone he looked for consolation : 
he only could afford the least interval of hope, or even mo- 
mentarily soften the thick shade of sorrow, in which all his 
faculties were so thoroughly absorbed. 

The friends and kindred of the chevalier, ever}' way ap- 
prehensive that this gloomy habit of mind and body, which 
increased upon htm every day and hour, would terminate 
at last in a fatal dissolution, prevailed upon him to assist 
his king and country in the wars, wherein they were then 
most dangerously involved : ao, naturally of a brave and 
martial spirit, the chevalier did not require many incentives 
to stimulate him to the enterprise ! glory was a spur that 
roused him to the quick, and soon re-kindled the fading 
embers of his despairing soul ; to live for his king and 
country was a charm irresistible ; but, to live for his son, 
his Henry, and living, to train him up to deeds of courage 
and of glory, of honour, and of virtue, were powers of such 
energetic attraction, as to infuse into him a spirit renovated 
and unextinguishable. 

On the eve, however, of de Barre's departure to the wars, 
he placed his son Henry under the tuition and protection or 
an aged and faithful branch of his house : he was pre- 
ferred to the moat learned of the Normans, deservedly pre- 
ferred, as the chevalier on bis return from the field of 
battle, found his boy exactly what be wished him to be, of 
" ition that was brave, generous and humane : of a 
and withal so open, as i 
o, that were so nobly in 



Da Barre, having seen tho rnr concluded to the honour 
Mid glory of his country, retired from the bustle of the 
court, to his castle on the bonks of the Seine : in this re- 
treat, he was accompanied by Henry de Poitiers and his 
aged counsellor. To these inducements of retirement, was 
added, the vicinity of bis kinsman's castle, Robert fct Devot : 
he had long back married into the family of de Bavre, and 
the chevalier, having no legitimate successors, n now 
.looked upon as the heir of that illustrious house. 



CHAPTER II. 

Robert le Devot, though born of an ancient and nobla 
house, was reduced, through the splendour that his ances- 
tors had formerly maintained, to live retired in bis castla 
on the banks of the Seine, to recover that affluence, by his 
temperance and frugality, which they had wasted in luxury 
and prodigality. 

At a very early age, Le Devot had married Veronica, a 
near kinswoman of the Chevalier do Barre, sprung from a, 
race which was as famous for its opulence as its nobility ; 
and, taught by a few years' experience, to know the iu- 
equality to which she had been linked, Veronica began to 
outer-tain that contempt for her Lord, which, too often, pup- 
sues the wretched lot of poverty : as she was the only hope 
from which Lo Devot oould expect to restore the grandeur 
of his bouse, her pride and her reproaches became the more 
and mure pungent and insupportable, as the decay of the 
De Barres began to advance. 

The haughty and unfeeling temper of Veronica, however, 
was not the only domestic misfortune that embittered the 
repose of Robert : Lodowick, bis son, was the counterpart 
of Veronica, possessing her haughtiness of spirit and the 
same cruel inflexibility of soul, inheriting, at the same time, 
her noble majesty of person and her engaging insinuation 
of manners ; cunt with the same pride, the same dissimula- 
tion, and the same vices, without an individual virtue to 
balance the contrary extremes ; entertaining the same 
wishes, and nourishing the same hatreds, in short, tutored 
by Veronica in her own pursuit and desires, Lodowick de- 
spised his lather for the prudent resignation and calm 
inactivity with which he guided his conduct and met the 
adversity of his fate. 



id chsU, has darting diugUw, the 
ultimate bnpo a* eH Jus feud joji and wishes, had bam loot 
to Mm wham MHMb 1m maimer* old. fto mm who 
h»dbiBen«rttnMtaJwtlh«MBiaTiy»fchrfM«ga,htT>»gtf- 
uLsa to visit a dying rdaaisn lit St-— , Wok AseWto 
MMUn tar than abac wear ta* fount, however. wU 
leads wHwa, *e ajojaspasaj wMea had beea «nt <etbs thesa 
a* La Devot, waa irtusuH far robbers, ana Ah es w sfto 
ijaugbtered: ss»gssssssi baafaylriapai sWasssiswassl, 
left them exposed in the rosd, and made their escape into 
the woods : Uib mnrder of ao many people, when discovered 
in the morning, snaHag a gnes* nose through the country, 
it could not fill of aoon coming to the ears of Le Derot : 
Ibe grief and haarnalweiparieneadoB sshoaatssss, nuur 
he easier eonoeJTed a» *»aris«l ; suffice ittaoay, ftat 
fa* made every possible search far ths hapless aorpa* of We. 
Adeline, but no rerosisa or sy-nbot * l 
bo found : aat dead bodies of the at 



fce diseererad i ask sdaeDture, though bearing witfe it ao 
extraordinary as anpaawa, aflarded, howenr, a smalt 
glimpse of future expectation to the ami of Etohe-t : taa 
remeine of Adeliua being undiseorsrsbla, it ™ poesMa 
that she ajghteffllensti HaawriiaaataMn handa (sofhnuesu 
Le Derott might have happily hWerreaerf, -and 
taa anMMi of hie obild urban, bona cast her m 
there** heap of Robetfa aoneaa, aad whispered ia aia 
diftUscted oar, that he might, poaubl/, beheld hit Adah** 
once again, 

Le Devot, thus unhappy, thus ton with domastie anurias, 
thrios bfeassd taa now that brought the OanaaaK DeBarrs 
to the banks of the Seine i as his Boeial convene, he kacar 
how well to begodle the weary hour on, aad how to eeus> 
panaats for the want of dearer ties, ia the atosssl bonds of 
friendship. 

tf the artiwd of Da Biauo afforded enefc aanwiaita aawea 
tiona W the soul of Robert, no (ha athsr hand, it atraek 
Veronien with sngauh sod dsap&je. Do Barre, aloae and 
iiissaitbi I ill, would hare s hi ar ad her ambitious eaarile 
fast deear, »*» aid am woaM two arowd aontfcanal esssai 
far her towering aesad i ant, to aaaeuee slogged, aa be del, 
with Hoary Da Poitiers,— to behold bar aeu Lodowiek op- 
posed by baatardr, mailed by las prnrieut issue of a 
peasants blood, to Veronica,— Aa bare thought was worm 



igepirit grasped stall: to find, thore- 



Hho imagined Henry De Poitiers then to be, made her soul 
lick with horrible conceke, gave hex contriving mind con- 
tinual food for plots, stirred her ambition to the quick, and 
made her devil more than womos. 



CHAPTER UL 

Da, BiBfiE, whose enlarged awl from its first respiration 
teemed with maty good, with every noble attribute, soon 
caught * ainoere affection for Veronica and Lodowick ; re- 
garding the latter in the same tender view as hie boy Henry, 
not as a bare *■'"■ T" of a, distant tie, but aa a son, aa the 
rirtaoua oSsprieg of hi* dear and ancient friend. 

Veronica and Ledowiek, easily discovering this generous 
turn and fbrtnnale BMporfinrion of the ohenlier, never 
after asJhawd w^ opoortnnity to put of improving that 
esteem he had for them, so. far aa their art and diminw la- 
tin* eeuldpaBsiiity Mtend i self-interest and future prospects 
swmanasd some sacrifice •{ their inclinations, and caused 
taws, kkangh with most nowilling hands, to put on the vizor 
sChypoerisy, and wear a mantla'of deceit, which both thsir 
beasts invetersiely abhorred. 

Ibis forced deportment, howoser, of mother and son, 
though built upon bo- vila a labric, answered one happy pur- 
pose, ef establish iug fcra time, that tranquillity in the house 
of Le Dsrot, to whioh it hadloug. been a stranger. 

V- °n — . ~ u - *— I t — s — i *-rQ J- * *~ *"' : — . ""* fccsn 
■sport enfe/, but even faro the esonab of hia ki n sman , that 
the bitterest diaseutions had long subsisted in bis family, 
was not only sorprised, but greatly rejoiced, to find bo joy- 
ful an alteration : even Le Devot himself wondered at so 



restored tranquillity in every mind, and in every part : 
which tamed his wonted gloominess to a calm serenity, 
and afforded a pleasing nreeags, that the remainder of hi* 
any* would pass away aadiaturbed by future doms ttin 

Henry De Poitiers and Lodowiek »«w grew up like two 
•tout oaks, -nhisn nrrraiglk aatd aupwrips &"*» of body gave 
them a dignity, which eclipsed all other object! that sur- 
rounded them. At the chase, at the proud exercise of the 



spear and shield, the javelin, sword, battle-axe, and every 
manly, noble enterpriie, they contended stoutly far the 
palm of conquest ; and, where the Chevalier or Le Devot 
could not mingle in the exercise, they stood the umpires of 
the nell-dispated feat 

Henry De Poitiers, though he excelled in strength and 
activity, was surpassed by Lodowiclt in the pleasing insinua- 
tion of his manners and address : his tongue was temperate 
and placid as the silver stream, undisturbed by the smallest 
breeze : Henry's, was the honest echo of his heart ; Lodo- 
wick's, on the other hand, the most distant : dissimulation 
was a stranger to the one ; in the other, it might be called 
a masterpiece : De Poitiers esteemed Lodowick as a bro- 
ther, as a friend : Lodowick only assumed those noble 
d&racters, blackening them, beneath the cloak of artifice, 
pretending to feel the warmest and most inviolable attach- 
ment for De Poitiers, though, at the same time, he abhorred 
his person, despised bis bastardy, detested his illegitimate 
alliance, and altogether hated him, with the rankest invet- 
eracy, for daring to be his rival. 

Thus stood the families of De Bute and I* Devot, 
apparently united in the strict bonds of friendship and 
unanimity : two years had already passed, since the chev- 
alier had first retired to his castle, on the banks of the 
Seine. Henry de Poitiers and Lodowick, had now attained 
the ripe years of manhood, becoming the hopes and glory 
of their illustrious sires. Veronica, the revengeful, design- 
ing Veronica, had, in this interval, fed the flames of hatred 
and ambition in her bosom till it came to such a glow, that 
it almost burst for evaporation, waiting only for a favour- 
able crisis to overwhelm innocence and honourable old age 
in a horrible conflagration. 



CHAPTER IV. ' 

Lk Drvot, after such a period of concord and tranquillity, 
began to imagine that his future peace and happiness wen 
irremoveably established I to think it almost beyond tha 
power of any ill fate to disturb the general unanimity that 
prevailed. These pleasing anticipations, however, lasted 
only like a transient dream, evanescent as the unsubstantial 
shadow when eclipsed by some passing cloud but moment- 
arily formed, and as momentarily annihilated. 



OP K0MC1KDT SOT 1 

Robert, having wandered in his gardens further than he 
usually prescribed himself in his morning rambles, was 
struck with the sound of a voice raised to a pitch of the 
most impassioned energy, and which, on his approach, he 
soon discovered to be that of Veronica's : advancing still 
nearer, his curiosity received fresh stimulation : concealing 
himself therefore behind the arbour where Veronica was 
seated, he soon found that the person with whom she was 
so warmly engaged, was no other than his son Lodowick. 
" Fatal destiny ! must we, and all our race, for ever pine 
in slavish poverty ! For over," continued Veronica, "slum- 
ber on this coarse, this unambitious pillow of obscurity t 
No, no, Lodowick, heaven forbid that we should rest upon 
it one day, one hour, nay, one moment longer ; though your 
father will succeed his kinsman in his titles and the heredi- 
tary pratrimony of the house, which, we know, is but as a 
drop of water poured into yonder fountain, when compared 
with the riches that both Do Barre and his ancestors have 
acquired in the wars : what are titles, then, without wealth 
to support its honours, and aggrandize their name ! We 
shall "enjoy these empty baubles then, whilst De Poitiers 
inherits the more substantial part ; with which he may ac- 
quire titles, ennoble his illegitimate name, and soon surpass 
a noble and honourable house ; therefore, it is plain, my 
son, that whilst this bastard Henry, this gamesome produce' 
of the harlot Poitiers' blood exists, we shall lie grappling in 
the dust : is it not so, Lodowick ! Then, it is equally as 
plain, that he must either die, or we must cease to live : for 
thus to live, to breathe the common air like the base-born 

Seasantry, is worse by far than death. Unsuspicious, there- 
>re, as both La Devot and De Barre must be of our intent, 
and misguided withal by our dissimulation and constrained 
love, we can effect the death of Henry without suspicion 
entering on either side : poison will soon consume his bas- 
tard blood : soon mix it in the original drain of obscurity, 
from which it first received its source, and lost therein, no 
longer disturb our peace, our future hopes, or the noble 
channel of our house." 

" Poison," replied Lodowick, after some moments of 
contemplation, ■ administered with every precaution as it 
may, must lay some one of the house open to suspicion ; 
though De ^Barre mistrusts us not, mother ; and, though 
De Poitiers confides so deeply in our mutual friendship, 
tny father no doubt, will turn his eye towards as us the 



w mmm that have seans; Us kinsman's bastard 9 he knows 
Ant well, Yeroniea, yonr noble spirit,— known that soaring 
mind has deeply touched him for his inactive torpor,— 
knows thnt yon have laid the path of amlrition open to hia 
sight ; marked it sb* with three-edged conviction : all this 
fie knows yon hare pointed out, and he has never dared to 
execute : eonsciows, moreover, must ha be, that your un- 
daunted spirit dwells in me : like you, I dare to soar above 
tiie tract of obscurity ; and, like you, am ever panting €0 
raise the glory of ode house, let come whatever may : 
knowing, therefore, our sentiments as he does, mistrust 
wiU soon point us out as the poisoners of Henry : then, 
mark me, mother : I lutve a safer sod speedier way to spill 
Do Poitiers* bleed 1 tk* bastard, common it is to cvory eye, 
eager of spirit, and topmost in every exploit, precipitates 
into the foremost dangers : the chase is his favourite pur- 
sort, the boar his darling victim : to-morrow, then, when 
we shall penetrate the forest, sad when De Poitiers' arm is 
raised to fell the hunted animal on the plain, my arrow, as 
though directed by the fatal hand of misguided fate, shall 
hurt Turn to the vet? death be meant to deal." 

No sooner had Lodowiok thus told his bloody purpose, 
than Veronica, as thongh deprived of speech, with savage 
joy rose from her seat, and ombrnced bun with such enei^ 
gctie ailenee, as speaks more forcibly than words, the tumult 
of ertasy that reigns within- : then, taking him by the arm, 
with rapturous delight, they left their shelter, and bent 
(btir step* towards the esaskj. 

Le Devo*, who had so fortunately continued undiscovered 
behind the arbour, still remained there petrified with horror 
and astonishment : for * tune,, he was Doable to move. 
TtHanj of so dark and so horrible an aspect, had struck 
Urn-inactive as marble, hia seal wa* enveloped in a mist, 
which thought oonld not for name time extricate him from; 
hearing, however, the approach of soma footstep) and fear- 
ful of being sarprfsed, has dormant faculties, in a. small de- 
gree, revived : so far reliOTed, be followed Veronica and 
Lodowick to the castle, without beitg able, however, to 
assist the agony of hi* mind with the smallest ray of aou- 
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CHAPTER V. 



That same day as Robert had discovered the barbarous 
designs of his wife and son, being devoted to tbe company 
if De Baxre at his castle, the family of Le Devots repaired 



thither, according to mutual appointment. Hospitality, ( 
the person of De Poitiers,) with an ardour which fully bo- 
spoke his honesty and good intent, flew to meet the guests 
at the outward castle-gate : Le Devot, Veronica, and hia 
comrade Lodowick, he welcomed with all that respect and 
friendship, whioh demanded from the latter the moat grate- 
ful return : with an extorted complacency, however, they 
returned hia honest salutations, and received his earnest 
greetings with a smile and affected gratitude, which Le 
Devot, conscious of their hypocrisy, regarded with a look 
demonstrative of every detestation. De Barre having con- 
gratulated his kinsmen and Veronica, with all his wonted 
affection and hospitality, made them sit down to a repast, 
at which, simplicity and a welcome fare, had a greater pro- 
portion than luxury or a constrained prodigality. That 
being concluded, the chevalier, with most evident tokens of 
joy and satisfaction, produced a letter from hia bosom, 
which he said to have received that morning from the Mar- 
quis St. Aiuand, his dear friend and fellow-soldier. Anxious 
(continued De Barre) to procure my dear boy, Lodowick, 
an honourable station, equal to his birth, and the friendship 
I have ever borne Ihte, Le Devot, I wrote, a few days back, 
to the Marquis, requesting bis interest in obtaining a post 
m the army for my young kinsman. Here, then, is the 
answer I have received, which, happily, informs me that 
the vacancy of colonel will take place in the course of a few 
months, and that 1 might depend on my kinsman's supply- 
ing the deficiency. 

Thus far, Lodowick, I have proved successful ; and at 
the same time, rendered thoroughly happy, in being enabled 
to procure you so honourable a post : a post which 1 am 
every way confident that your courage and abilities will 
render you worthy of ; not only, my boy, in the noble 
character of a soldier, but as the stout unshaken pillar of a 
house which your ancestors, to this day, liave transmitted 
unsullied down. 

Lo Devot, when he heard this convulsive, this uobie, dia- 






out durance, 
Soon fonwd to vanish before, the opposite feelings of pity, 
remorse and anguish ; for to behold, nearly in the some 
miMKil, tho gallant Henry De Poitiers, embrace lha 
avsaabsaTOSi Lodowiek, wjth all ma warmth of generous 
6rieo<Wiiii ) and afterwards, with equal noble greatness, 
" ' " - -■ - ]; amiroafhing happi- 

a they were, of me 



De Bane, supposing that the discovery of his letter was 
the ssjsw of these emotions so visible in the behaviour of 
Hubert, proposed to bis kindred that they should circuit 
the environs of the castle, till such time as he returned an 
answer to the Marquis St. Amand ; this being generally 
assented to, they all left the chevalier to his studios. 

The gloomy deportment of Le Devot, which had no 
closely bang ujmhi him since bis discovery of the plot ii) 
the arbour, did not escape the observation of De Poitiers, 
and at the same time, fail of touching his sensibility. Dis- 
covering his friend, therefore, thus deeply enveloped in 
melancholy, and oppressed by aomo secret anguish, Henry 
took an opportunity, as Veronica and Lodowick wandered, 
from Hie path that Robert had fixed upon, to question the 
cause of woe, that had so suddenly taken possession of his 
soul I The anxiety and tenderness which nf ' 



reqnest of De Poitiers were too powerful for the sensibility 
ef Le Devot to withstand. So tenderly overcome, so gene- 
rously vanquished, he clasped the honest youth by the 
hand 5 and, with a torrent of tears, ingenuously made hint 
acquainted with the whole plot he had discovered behind 
the arbour : adding, afterwards, his most strenuous entrea- 
ties, that he would henceforward refrain from his favourite 
diversion, so far at least, till his son Lodowick was invested 
with his commission. 

Henry De Poitiers, at the revelation of La Devot's horri- 
ble tale, found himself for some time, equally as incapable 
of motion as of thought. The history lie had heard strangled 



was almost hnpossibfe : whilst, on Die other hand, it was 
nearly as impossible to credit the vilbuiy that Ledowick 
had been branded with : to determine, therefor*, tius rai- 
eerUinty of mind, Henry waa determined to put the busmen 
to the proof ; for, till now, he bad been used to confide aa 
much in the eon as in the sire. Fear, he knew not, and death 
he scorned : than determined, he communicated his purpose 
to Lo Revot, accompanied with a firmness which the old 
man saw was in Tain to resist. One point he gained from 
Henry, and that waa, to avail himself so far of (fee d a aaa wt y 
that had been made, to arm himself with every precaution 
against the morrow's chase. Not only will I da that, mj 
friend, (exclaimed De Poitiers,) as being essential to blunt 

look upon die strobe at a bosom that never did Urn wrong, 
and at a heart that dares revenge a deed, which bears the 
■tamp of M black, so unprovoked, and so tUUbous a na- 



CHAPTER VI. 

The next morning at sunrise, the castles of De Barrs and 
he Devot were roused, to mingle In the pursuits of the 
chase, Henry and Lodowtck first appeared, mounted on 
their proudest coursers ; the former bearing a spear and 
shield; the latter, a. bow and quiver, filled with Ore etioieetrt 
Norman arrows : next, Veronica came forth (though, in 
her, a rare custom so to do,) upon a palfrey, which rivalled 
the top of mount Caucasus for its unsullied, whiteness : then 
her husband followed, eyeing her with the vigilance of a 
hawk, too conscious of her Tilianaus designs, and still more 
inflamed with . honor, by seeing her thus anxious lo view 
the perpetration of the deed. Last, name the honest chev- 
alier, who, unsuspicious of the black intent, and mettled by 
the heroic appearance of his kinswoman, shook a More of 
years away, and panted with every ardour to be the fore- 
most In the approaching chase. 

Lodowick first starting a boar of an enormous sin and 
most ferocious appearance, e v ery bosom became instantly 
elated with the hope of conquest : eaeh burned to deal de- 
struction on the savage animal : all gloried to bail him 
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breathless on the plain. Henry, scornful of ever; danger, 
and anxious to discover the villany of his deceitful friend, 
pressed hardest on the ferocious prey, thereby giving him 
every opportunity to avail himself of what he wishedT Le 
Dovot, however, followed close on De Poitiers, resolved 
either to fall himself or prevent the meditated stroke : 
alarmed alike for the preservation of hit friend and his 
child, he was determined to encounter every danger, rather 
than see the one or the other perish. The chevalier and 
Veronica, in the meantime, riding side by side, and dis- 
covering on a sudden that the boor was preparing to bend 
his course across the forest, turned alike as suddenly off, 
and met him front to front. De Barre, eager as the youngest 
in the field to oppose the thwarted animal, hurled his javelin 
with an irresistible force, and wounded him deeply in the 
flank. The beast, thus furiously attacked, and rendered 
more savage by this rude encounter, faced his assailants, 
and, leaping with all his power on the breast of Veronica's 
palfrey, he brought them like lightning to the ground. 
Danger now appeared on every side, and seemed prepared 
alike to overwhelm the guilty as the innocent. De Poitiers, 
however, conscious as he was, of Veronica's baseness, could 
net look tamely on, and see a woman perish : holding, 
therefore, a watchful eye on Lodowick, sod keeping his bo- 
som covered with his shield, he sprang onward to rescue 
his fallen kinswoman from the already extended jaws of the 
incensed boor. De Barre, however, being closest on the 
animal, pierced him a second time, deeper than at first, and 
sent him grovelling in the dost. The son, in the meantime, 
regardless of his mother's perilous state, and mindful alone 
of the general confusion that prevailed, grasped the oppor- 
tunity by the head, and let fly an arrow at De Poitiers' 
breast. The intended victim, however, perceived the 
treacherous aim, and caught the weapon in his shield. Le 
Devot, though engaged with the chevalier in assisting Ve- 
ronica on her palfrey, likewise continued to keep his eye on 
Lodowick, and, with horror, saw the meditated stroke. De 
Poitiers, confirmed by this attack of the traitor's murder- 
ous design, and incensed at the same time by such an un- 
provoked act of treachery, prepared to take revenge op the 
assassin with every vigour : advancing, therefore, on Lodo- 
wick, he attacked him furiously with his spear. This effort, 
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from his horeo : Do Poitiers leaped, likewise, immediately 
from his, though not before Lodowick had prepared a 
second arrow to execute his fatal purpose. His bow wag 
already extended to its furthest stretch : he aimed the 
horrid stroke— the arrow flew, and carried with it blood} 

streams : brought a sacred body on the plain : struck the 
vital spirit, not of De Poitiers, but of a father. 

The generous, the unfortunate Le Devot, again perceiv- 
ing a second weapon aimed, flew onward to avert its horrid 
course, and stop the sacrilegious arm that meditated it ; 
but, in this noble effort of interposition, he received the 
parricidal arrow in his own bosom. At Buch a deed all was 
horror, confusion and amazement. Revenge, so happily 
satisfied, took its distant flight, whilst agony and despair 
supplied her mournful vacancy. 

Robert, the suffering Robert, finding death inevitable, 
and feeling it approach, in a rapid pace, beseeched De 
Poitiers, who had first cast himself on the ground by his 
side, to order his conveyance to the castle, that he might 
there be suffered to draw his last breath, and there tell bis 
last tale of woe. 



CHAPTER VII. 

De Bakxb, thoroughly ignorant of the origin that had 
occasioned this encounter and disaster, was involved in an 
abyss of the most inextricable astonishment. De Poitiers, 
however, took the earliest opportunity of relieving his 
anxiety and amazement, by telling the whole of the melan- 
choly history, which was in all points strongly confirmed 
by the guilt and horror so glaringly pictured in the coun- 
tenances both of Lodowick and his mother. 

Le Devot, in the meantime being conveyed to the castle, 
and settled on a couch, he called his friends, hie wife, his 
eon, and ail to come around him, addressing himself flrat to 
Lodowick t the generous Robert assured him from his soul, 
which was to be separated so speedily from his body, that 
he forgave him for the death that he had so unwittingly 
been the author of. " Let not remorse or despair, there- 
fore," continued Le Devot, in the most affecting manner, 
" canker your thoughts with the torments of parricide : 
heaven, on the entreatiea of a dying father, will overlook 
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the intent: I, titan, from the iunwat fHMgti of uij heart, 
forgive the deed. If a abort time spent io aorcuw aid re- 
pentance fee the design OK the lib of De Poitiers, can in 
anywise avail, I am oonfid— t that my dear Hear; will 
accept of the at— Mat : the un of Do Berre has a noble 
tfinlj ■ heart generous and humane. Oh [ Lodowkk, my 
boy, job had almost done a dead, from which even death 
itself never could have effaced the Main ; happily, it emus 
OB ma : happily, f lamy law, (or I am old and weighed down 
with narrow." How painful Ike reflection, toe much bb for 
the faint spirits of Robert to overcome 1 

Da Poitiers, seizing tha opportunity which this panne 
afforded, grasped the generous La Devot by the hand, and 
with tear* affirmed that he forgave hie son sincerely, aa ha 
t»-~- u had dona : " Lodewiek," anatiSMBd Henry, stretch- 
ing out his arm, "here is my baud, which is bat a bars 
cimmI token of what nw heart luut for ever cancelled 
from its seared register.'' Lodowick, stretching out bis arm, 
as Da Poitiers, before had doss, accepted the forgj veness 



" Veronica, my dear wife," continued Robert, "I ever loved 
thee to the utmost of my son! : ambition, however, strangled 
that affection in yon, which nothing but reciprocity could 
ever reader perm spent and happy ; ] forgive thee, however, 
that wag sal i aW world, tiotwilnalaading, witt consider you 
tha sceampuco of your husband's murder ; therefore, tana 
care and avoid tha world's censnrai here, take this ring ; 
it was giro* can ay my s i st e r, when last we parted : she is 
tha abilans of a convent at Rouen i shew her that, ud yon 
will find every social oamfort, every mbstsntiai ueppineai 
and devotional bliss that a sisterly affection, the tenderest 
ss si dnit y , and tha para exorcise ot your religion am render 
yen : therefore, Veronica, take this ring, and with it take 
»y latest blessing/* 

Veroniaa on this toofc the ring ; hut, it was with a stiff- 
uses, and in an uneoulk manner, which bordered on the same 
enllonnnss, that, before had actuated the behaviour of Lodo- 



Poirissa, " I, lest of all, bid you sduu ; little sen I say, for, 
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*h*ts)oa* Mi BoMo" M yoo are, both God and 1*01 Will pro- 
tect Hid honour you : little mat I wy indeedy for death, 
ilifl 1 dtWWB near, aHd With it melancholy aapeftt, ofinTMands 
Be to be bTisf ; otte thing more, then Welcotne death : then 
welewiKi tannorfelHyi" Here (he tear* of the fading 
Robert VeMUt M few, "My daughter, Adehna^— my dear, 
deaf lost ehiM : yoa ttttderstatid me all : forgive this weak- 
Be!*, (heO^l father's *e»kness,— -the weakness Of • depart. 
tog mo. These moments art niy hurt : I find, therefore, 
kt IfeeaM ft d tv b l H y hovering around : * apirK that hangs 
•Ye* mf deporting soul, which whispers toe, she h still 
alive. I hoped to hare Been toy Adchra before I breathed 
tny hot. The EHrlne Power, however, forbids it, and hia 
WtOtghty will he done. My latest and most anxious en. 
Vealiee, therefore, Me, that if chance ahonld throw her in- 
fo lbs arms of My bertf present, to cherish and eottfbfl my 
Ififstft, tor her poor father's sake r to look upon Adofina as 
their Bister, of their ehM. The mark yotl will fed upon 
htt," eontmued Robert, after a short panes, " whtctl beaten, 
perhaps, m its great bounty set npofi her, to discover both 
W birth and parents, in a grape, of a Mne colour, on the 
left aide of wtrirfh Kos a suntf) green leaf, both of (beta hang. 

Well J ft* Terordo panted for the grape before my dear 
AdeBnn ever beheld the hght So many yeate having 
puna ill by, and in hopes, from the eireamstatfees attending 
on her loss, of seeing her affairi before I died, I delayed 
the recital of (bat sad tale till the last stage of life's short 
journey ; therefore, dwell upon it well— mark it all 1 and 
thou, Lodowidc, my son, if them ever aeest the spot upon 
~"f sister's neck, or ought that may lead thee to the know- 
Jge of Adehna, press her to thy heart, and be to her both 
a brother and a father. Mm* more I cannot say : fare- 
well :— the grape and &e green leaf, forget natl and; oh 1 
(f any here ever sees the mnoeent possessor of them, fell 
her that her father blessed— thrice blessed her, in h» last 
dying moments. Harry, my virraous boy, adieu !" — then 
Robert Le Devot, with these last Words, expired. 

CHAPTER Till. 

, »tastronne *f Robert 

eaatieatf Mb houses. Midi, but a fin* 
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days before, had, apparently, been the asylums of peace, 
happiness Mid good-fellowQhip. 

When every funeral ceremony w« performed to the 
memory of Lc Devot, De Barre, in a very strong and de- 
finitive manner;, signified his desire to Veronica, that she 
should prepare to obey the last will of her husband : against 
tills step she made a violent struggle, and exerted every 
possible evasion to counteract a command which had no 
other view but to plunge her into future oblivion, and bury 
her within the walla of monastic superstition. The cheva- 
lier, however, was determined, and the ambitious, unwilling 
Veronica, was obliged to obey. 

De Barre, on the other hand, signified his intention to 
Lodowick, that he would then, aa he bad heretofore done, 
support the honour of his father's house and castle ; but, 
observed at the same time, that, for his part, he wished to 
live retired in his own, with the association only of his son, 
Henry De Poitiers, and his ancient domestics. 

Misfortune, when she once appears, seldom vanishes on 
a sudden. A few days after the funeral of Le Devot, the 
castle of De Barre was alarmed by a violent knocking at 
the outward gate : the porter obeyed the summons ; and, 
seeing two strangers, demanded the nature of their visit at 
- '-*- -n hour ! Receiving thereupon a brief bj * L -^ 



ran to meet him with every possible eagerness, and, like 
lightning, flew into bis arms. De Barre, thus sudden]; 
attacked, and overwhelmed as he was with astonishment, 
found his bosom, nevertheless, animated with all the glow 
of fervid friendship : when the stranger, therefore, with 
drew his hand from the sacred repository, in which, for 
some moments it had been concealed, the chevalier looked 
attentively on the countenance, and, in an instant, recog- 
nized the features of his ancient friend and brother-soldier, 
the gallant Marquis St. Amand. As De Barre liad been 
hitherto, from surprise and ignorance, backward in paying 
the tributary reciprocation, he now, recompensed for hia 
leglect, in a two-fold embrace. 

The first transports of joy and surprise being past, the 
chevalier and De Poitiers conducted the Marquis and hia 
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friend to an apartment in the castle. When Do Barre con- 

■gratulated himself on the honour St Amand and his com- 
panion had done him by their visit, the Marquis, with a 
sigh, replied : " Ah 1 my worthy chevalier, to you we are 
much beholden : to your castle we shall be beholden also, 
as it must, Cor some time, be our refuge and our prison." 
De Barre, surprised and agitated, was going to question 
further. Si. Amand, however, interrupted his design, ob- 
serving, in consequence thereof, that on the morrow he 
should know all ; and, in return, should tell all he knew. 

Mutual curiosity being thus reciprocally adjourned till the 
following day, a repast was soon provided for the Marquis 
and his friend. Having fed very heartily, and afterwards 
spent a few hours in friendly converse, they, with the whole 
castle, retired to slumber- 
There was one, however, who retired not for slumber 
only, hut to enjoy the alternate sweets and bitterness of re- 
flection. Henry De Poitiers, whose soul bad been agitated 
of late, with troubles, distresses, and anxieties that it never 
before had experienced, opened a field, of which contem- 
plation made a most extensive circuit. 

A few days back, (so far had fancy and hypocrisy deceived 
him,) he enjoyed the maternal esteem and converse of Ve- 
ronica, the friendly society and mutual intercourse of 
Lodowick : the one was now secluded in the melancholy 
confines of a monastery, a prey to remorse and repentance ; 
the other, a wretched exile as it were, immured within the 
solitary walls of a castle ; no friend to whom he coald dis- 
cover his thoughts or his miseries. Having so basely 
proved himself unworthy of friendship's sweet alleviating 
converse : no wife, no sister to console his miseries ' no 
kinsman to ameliorate the rough edge of his sun-staring 
crimes ; and no domestic to pity his misfortunes : misfor- 
tunes engendered by ambition, and originating from an un- 
principled idea of a false and futile grandeur : a wanderer, 
in fact, over a deserted castle, stained with the blood of a 
father ; and a miserable object of solitude and reflection. 
I.e Devot, on the other hand, the generous, the sacrificed 
Le Devot, to have fallen so suddenly the fatal victim of the 
unhappy being to whom he had given breath, — existence : 
it was an idea so horrible, so scaring, that it struck the 
mind of Henry with a terror inexplicable. Hatred for the 
parricide, he could not cherish : the smallest ember of 
which ho assiduously banished from his thoughts, having 
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CHAPTER IX. 

In the morning, when Da Bane and 1>« Poitiers, witb their 



•peaud Ml roe that ha wash* lake be friend of St, Araarid 
(DafaberV far M wa* ha named,) to circuit the. earthy aa 
he was wont brraself to do boob after ha had risen. 

HaBrjt obeyed ting reqnieiticm of Ui father's whfe atoBtars 
and alacrity ; fir his assiduity he waa TOry aeon reeom. 
penned, aa he nastily discovered in Dagoberl, » man whose 
■Banner! and eonversBtiDn portrayed him ■> the light, not 
only aa a gentleman, hot one likely to become an inmate 
and a friend. 

In the meantime, De Barn made the Marquis acquainted 
with the- whala series of Ma life, since itut the; aaw each 
other, ineteding tin melancholy dwohitiott of Ma nnmrta- 
nale kinsmen, Le Derot, and the wannest eologiet on too 
virtue* of Henry, hie bob : this hut tircnaetsnee, m tha 
chevalier expressed himself, was what be wished to have 
kept a aeeret from all the world, the Marquis excepted ; 
and for: that purpose only, had requested Be Poitiers to 
conduct hi a friend Dagoberl about the eaatle, till seen Boa* 
aa ho had made a conehwion of trie tnkv 

Henry andhia new companion returning soon hbTM 
the Morquio, at the earnest intresrfaaB of erery one, B 
ig reettal of his adnntarMt 



against England ; which iflterval I shaH of course pass over, 
as nothing occurred in the least iTUoreatinfc, Rebmuaa 
home, however, subsequent to that, from a ioaniey that I 
had made through, different parts of Normandy, I perceived, 
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discovered one, who moved through the 
!tba daoce more lilte&aoperioF being thaa 
a rusticated mortal : unable, therefore, to restrain, the im- 
patient curiosity I felt of exchanging some soft converse 
with her, I leaped front my boras, and approaching an old 
man who sat playing on. the pipe at hie cottage door, I in' 
(roduoed myself to him when the dance was done, by ap- 
proving the happiness, conviviality and good-fellowship 
that so apparently subsisted between the honest people who 
wore amusing themsetwes than mneeently before his hahi tar 
tiun. The aged cottager smiling content and complacency 
at what a bad said, woald bane risen toj|lve me MB seat ; 
but I nil nil ii ill baa hospitable ardour, and stood by his 
side. Another dance soon after followed, and 1 became 
mare and new captivated every moment as I looked- ou 
The beautiful Sabinu, (for that was the fair stranger's 
name, that had struck me- an forcibly with her charms,) 
mevee. upon the verdant lawn more gmoufully than aver 
eeuld (he esteaB. of loves : to bo brief, Buy friend, I found 
my heart was- lost beyand redemption; : irretrievably en- 
slaved, with that beauties of an tmanown rustic maid : the 
peasants and their ladies, after a few more exertions of 
their hueeent pasti mo, thronged into the old man's cottage, 
to- partake- of a homely repast ; his daughter being that 
day married to an honest youth, sailed Romano, and the 
entertainments mat he bad given to hia friends and neigh- 
bours, were tokens of his content and happiness ; the father 
having invited me to enter his humble dwelling, I accep- 
ted the offer, as you may well conceive, with everv alacrity 
and rhrnnrrhmnai ■* lmiii(j.aiW assist nulla (ml to- mingle in 
the recast, I had the beppueea and. gees, taatan* to ait at 



the old nun's table, with Romans, Ms wife, and Sabina, 

who in a favourite with overy one, and everywhere, as I 
soon understood, more for her virtues and gentle deeds than 
her woodrous beauties and personal attractions. The repast 
being concluded, and the reverend host sounding his pipe 
for another muster to the spot of conviviality, I entreated 
the peasants that they would suffer me to mingle in the 
dance, and entreating, importuned for Sabin&'s hand : all 
my requisitions being granted as soon as they were peti- 
tioned for, I revelled in all those secret, rapturous joys that 
I had never tasted till that time. Finding the day, however, 
on the wane, I prepared to depart; and after taking a 
grateful leave of the poor honest rustics, and bidding the 
son, his sire and wife, with the beauteous Sabina, a tender 
farewell, I prosecuted my route, though, not without being 
first earnestly and unanimously invited to return and pay 
them a second visit ; an importunity which, you may sup- 
pose, I did not fail of accepting with gratitnde ; and, at the 
same time, with a full determination of putting it very 
early in execution. 



CHAPTER XI. 

" When I returned to my father's house, I soon discovered 
that vacant insipidity, that torpid species of inanity and in- 
sensibility,* overwhelm me altogether, which I could attri- 
bute only to the circumstances of my late adventure. The 
melancholy change of my behaviour, the doleful manner of 
my deportment, and the thorough ennui of my whole appear- 
ance and conversation, alarmed all my friends, and made 
them anxious to learn the cause of so strange and so sudden 
an alteration : their curiosity, however, I artfully evaded ; 
but finding at length their researches growing more dili- 
gent, and consequently, more nauseous, 1 begged permission 
of my father to travel once more, assigning the melancholy 
habit of body that I laboured under as my pretext Thia 
device, in short, proved as successful as I could wish, and 
the Marquis, every way anxious to behold a re-establish- 
meat of my health and cheerfulness, furnished me a second 
time with every convenience for my journey. 

Having departed from my father's house, with mora 
alacrity than would a spendthrift-heir return to take posses- 
sion of his patrimony and hereditary honours, I bended my 
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way, accompanied only by my faithful domestic, Eusobius, 
to the cottage, where I soon had the happiness of reviewing 
the beloved and beautiful Sahiua. Insinuating to my young 
host, a few hours after my arrival, that I should prefer 

rnding the greater part of my days in the country than 
city, he informed me that there was a house, not half a 
league from the river Seine, which was at present vacant, 
by the death of its late possessor : in the very same moment 
I grasped an opportunity, so favourable for the accomplish- 
ment of my amorous purposes, and desired him to purchase 
the house for me immediately. This commission being 
executed with every despatch, 1 found myself on the mor- 
row, comfortably situated in a neat, pleasant, rustic 
habitation- So far settled, I disclosed my whole plan to my 
domestic, enjoining him, at the same time, to a secrecy in- 
violable ; a virtue, however, for which I knew him to be as 
rigid as I could possibly wish : to avoid subjecting myself, 
on the other hand, to any discovery on the part of my 
friends, and likewise to accomplish my purpose with more 
security, I changed my name to that of Goderville. 

" As I always entertained the most honourable inte 
towards Sabina, I made proposals of marriage to her 
through the channel of Romane. When I opened my de- 
sensation originating, as I suppose, from discovering the 
superiority of my habiliments, and professing, perhaps, a 
greater refinement of manners than he, poor fellow, had 
been accustomed to meet with. Conscious, however, as I 
might be, of the disproportion in point of birth, between 
Sabina and me, and confident, as I was, that the discovery 
of such a dissimilar union would for ever lose me the friend- 
ship of my father ; still, notwithstanding all these scare- 
crow apprehensions, I preferred running every risk, rather 
than attempt to seduce the person, or attempt to debauch 
the mind of a woman, as amiable and virtuous as she was 
complacent and beautiful. I knew full well I could depend 
on the secrecy of my servant, and as that was a doctrine I 
never failed in myself, I did not foresee anything that I had 
to fear. To be brief, I discovered in return from the pea- 
sant, that Sabina loved me tenderly, as I did her ; and, in 
a few days after the mutual disclosure, wa were united in 
the most sacred and indissoluble Has. 



CHAPTER XII. 

" A fkw months suhsoquent to tills clandestine marriage, 
my father died, and, being the hS to his fortune and tide, 
I Lad then nothing to apprehend from the fuiy ot parental 
authority or ambition. The pride, however, that I still re- 
tained, notwithstanding all the sacrifices that I had made 
to it, and the honour of ancestry, withheld me from disclos- 
ing the circumstances of this event : to prevent, neverthe- 
less, the cloak from being thrown too open, I occasionally 
visited Rouen, though by far the greater part of my time 
was devoted to Salmis, and the country. Id this manner, 
my friends, I have spent nearly the last twenty years of my 
life, in which period my wife brought me two children, — a 
son and a daughter : their education I partly undertook 
myself, and partly entrusted to the eare of my faithful ser- 
vant. ' When my boy, Harold, had attained his twenty-first 
year, my design was to make him acquainted with my 
birth, my title and fortune, as I happily discovered, that 



Hopes and wishes, — destroying my future 
quick as the irresistible thunder-bolt of heav 
exhortations to my son, my perpetual theme ever was to 
forewarn him from entertaining the least serious idea for 
any of the young female peasants about the country, as I 
had soon a secret to impart to him, which an adventure of 
that complexion would annihilate at once : he promised an 
obedience the most implicit; still, however, bo cautions was 
I to defeat any measure of the kind, and so vigilant was my 
■errant likewise, that we never suffered him to wander any 
way from home, without one or the other accompanying 
him in his excursions. One cottage he visited only, which 
was that of the peasant, Romane ; and his family consisted 
alone of a female rustic, called Elwina ; (the old man, his 
father-in-law, and his wife, whom I spoke of at first, being 
dead for some time back :) ignoble, however, and unknown 
aa this peasant was, she possessed the most irresistible 
beauties, and manners the most interesting : such charms, 
in short, which youthful inclination always finds itself iocs- 
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pable of withstanding tana 
conucioue flfl I wan of my o< 
Pose the force of beauty, I perpetually forewarned Romsne 
from ever Buffering the girl to appear in the presence of my 
8on : ho promised as faithfully on his part, and I bad every 
reason to rely on his fidelity. Love, however, has a thou- 
sand ways and means to deceive the most penetrating eye, 
and elude the vigilance of the most rigid wstahfulnesa. 
Though Elwina was excluded from the confines of the, 
threshold, her futile curiosity led her to pry through the 
lattice — the fact was, she loved my sen, and he loved her : 
thus, mutually enamoured, as they were, the precipitate 

r'r found a fatal opportunity when I had made a journey 
Rouen, and as my servant, unfortunately, lay confined to 
his bod through a slight indisposition, in my absence, they, 
fa a few hours, effected what we had bo long taken puns to 
counteract. In this measure, they were assisted both by 
Sablna and Justine, who, being alike ignorant of my future 
designs, and seizing the opportunity of Romano a being 
abroad, eagerly joined to accomplish this unhappy union. 
When I returned, therefore, to my rustic mansion, which 
1 had so long regarded as the dear asylum of all my worldly 
happiness, Eusebius mat me with tears in his eyes, and told 



me, in a very few words, the melancholy adventure that 
bad taken place la my absence. I was bo enraged at the 
bore sounds which I had beard, that, In tho paroxysm of 



ngor I struck the honest fellow at my feet ; then, (ailing 
on uty knees, mado a most solemn vow to heaven, never to 
forgive cither my wife or children for their fatal disobedi- 
ence : then, entering the apartment where they stood 
trembling to receive mo, 1 threw tho key of my cabinet on 
tho table, telling Sabina, at the sumo time, that it contained 
throe hundred crowns, a sum that for the future she should 
receive yearly, bat that neither she, nor her children, would 
ever see me again. At this declaration, they all threw 
themselves at my feet, and with tears and entreaties pressed 
mo to stay, and change my fatal resolution. Their persua- 
sions—their lamentations were all in vain ; I was inflexible. 
■ — nothing could soften my determination — nothing could 
extinguish the violence of my rage : then, darting a look of 
the most implacable fury on my son and his rustic wife, I 
tore myself away, and ordering my servant to follow, I 
fsiinedmtely set off on my return to tho city. 



CHAPTER XUI. 

" Thus, in one unhappy hour were all my future, projects 
overturned: all my fonil hopes of happiness dsslicd at once 
in the bitter vessel of disappointment. My wife— my Sa- 
bina — my children, all — all that I doated on to distraction, 
lost to me for ever, by their rashness and disobedience. 
My boy, (oh, dire mishap!) who would have proved an 
honourable lustre to his father's name and title — whose 
virtues and whose sentiments would have formed the noblest 
badges of his distinction ; and thus to have plunged himself 
for ever in oblivion, in the arms of an ignoble peasant, un- 
known to all tho world !— Oh ! full of anguish is the reflec- 
tion ; and deeply abounding with misery and distraction ! 

" Perhaps, you contemplate, my friends, why I should 
obliterate all those I held once bo dear, for having sinned, 
only as I had sinned before 1 The frailty of human nature, 
however, at all times is great ; and age, when assisted by 
experience, spurns at that which it formerly looked upon 
with impunity and indifference. The present circumstances, 
moreover, contrasted with the others, admit of far less ex- 
tenuation ; my father knew not of my union with Sabina— 
the secret went down with him to the grave : I, however, 
ever forewarned my son from stumbling against the rash 
step he did — am still living, and miserably conscious of Lis 
dishonour and disobedience. 

"The sorrow that I felt upon the above melancholy ad- 
venture seized hold of my spirits with the moat inveterate 
rancour ; and never did 1 experience a happy moment ranee 
my separation from Sabina : this series of sadness was em- 
bittered, moreover, by the teazing importunities of my 



to their persuasions 
meantime, the most visible 



to my imagination in the most glaring descriptions, I acqui- 
esced at length to the counsel of my friends, who immedi- 
ately, with my approbation, made an overture of marriago 



„ it of the Duke : This proposal 

■ cheerfully accepted of, Mid the day of our union m 
booh after fixed upon, and publicly declared. On the eve, 
however, of this extorted match, the reflection of the hap- 
less Ssbina came athwart my mind, and the ideal presence 
of my children started the most cruel fancies — they all ap- 
peared to meat this period, moro beautiful, more virtuous and 
more solicitous for my happiness, than they ever had done 
before : even Elwina excited my commiseration, and, with 
her beauty and innocence, cancelled her precipitancy and 
ignoble pretensions. By an alliance with the duke's daughter, 
an entire obliteration of the past, I saw, must inevitably 
ensue :— that my Sabiua, my children, and all, mnst hence- 
forward appear as nonentities — things of a mere shadowy 
existence— never to be thought of more. The terrible 
reflection overwhelmed me with every horror, and made 
me shake with distraction and remorse : the bitter repre- 
sentations, of my fancy, excruciating as they proved, were 
not the moiety, however, of what crowded on my imagina- 
tion : my nature — my religion — everything informed me 
that Sabina was my wife — my wife, in the most sacred 
countenance of heaven, and of mau— How, then, was I about 
to act! Marry another I Forwhyl Forwhatl The cause 1 
Was it to be revenged on the innocent woman who had 
been the partner of my bosom for twenty years 1 On the 
offspring who had been the dear pledges of our mutual 
endearments I Oh, God I No. To be revenged rather on 
myself — to be my own destroyer — to be the actual self- 
origin of all my future miseries, despair, anguish and re 



CHAPTER XIV. 

" OmawnELMEO with theue terrible reflections and torment- 
ing apprehensions, I flew for relief to my dear friend, 
Dsgobert, and shortly disclosed to him the vast heap of 
sorrows under which I felt myself oppressed. I beaeeched 
him to be as quick and brief in his counsel, as the exigency of 
the saae required. Dagobert was truly so, for he hesitated 
Dot ft moment in dissuading me to resign all thoughts of an 
union with the duke's daughter. Honour I Heaven I Affec- 
tion ! Nature I and every tic, human and divine, (he said,) 



mwtg fc*w»deit, Tbia friendly inaawnawnw; wawaw 

audi obeyed the vatoof nty ewioaenne. UeButtfcfagto 

be considered va*, hear h* J " ""' — 

•Pi to take place early rut i 
perceived the dangm* Iw «fc .... 
justly reproached nie Ojr my wen* of m M— . He un- 
dertook the unUoty, wWhtoNfc and r - ' 
diaiduBU ay soairadKtory nalimnarti to the di 
me behind, a prey to eveiy ■ 
diuJ, however, had cut Haw il 
friend returned ; and, with infin 

informed mu thai I must accompany him a riurt di 
from the city, to natitjy tlio proud meant oa of the uo 



the lale paroxyim of diwpiir thai I had experienced mi 
changed into tha moat violent iwnjlitinn nf ay ; and when 
t should otherwiee have eaawntared the duke with on- 
villiugueaH, knowing myself to be the aggi annrjtbaaJront 
that he had broached on my friend a—Mai my utmost 
anger and indignation. Eager to ehey lb* praad anmmona, 
I flew with DairobertM the plane of mndwvoua, and found 

the duke already there, attended by taw ataxowjs d" A . 

The moment he taw me advance, he draw open me without 
deigning to enter into the await nay lidaliun. My friend, 
finding that fata pride and anger were too nam miaed fear on 
to expect the lead parley, eommanded am to keep an eojnal 
tadtamily, and reoaive hia attack. AU tlua 1 etrfony con- 
formed to, and the duke making a furiona bit at my bosom, 
1 skilfully parried the thrust, and sounded him m the asm. 
This nerved to inflame hia anger to a degree that knew 
no bounds, and, furiously rushing onward to revenge hia 
wound, he received my weapon through and through hia 

heart. The HarqaiB d'A perceiving hia friend dead, 

beyond anyfcopea of reoor«*y> genanxuuy waned as to Ay 
till some m uuioo and pacific measure coald be broubJ 
about Thia counsel we immediately took j and, nwntaur 
oor bnraej, rode swiftly to year cattle, wfe*rh I knew to ho 
the natoa eeylnm we euuld pnaribly is upon." 

The Marquis. St. Amend having thus eexududed hia 
hiatory. which, it waa easy to remark, had givan hmn aha 
moat palpable pain and liiManinem in the ncntaj, the ehev- 
alier and De Pattern, to divert hia attention aad remove 
hia melancholy, conducted him over the different apart- 



mental of tin e*sttei which eould boast of exciting ** 
cariosity of Ike first io»er of antiquity. Thin being done, 
Do Barns shewed (lis old MM sad Dagobert their destined 
apartments, both of wMeh enjoyed the most luxuriant 
proepeots oTlbe country, and looked directly on the banks 
of die it-.* Seine. 

CHAPTER XV. 

Ttl lively erfloetntion iufA friendly oonre»se of the Marquin 
and Dagosort, at the castle of De But*, infinite!? relieved 
that sorrow Mid inanity which the death of Le burnt, to- 
gether with the eiptdsion of Veronica and the absence of 
her sob, would eortainly have occasioned. De Poitiers. 
however, forge tttng the dewipi that Lodowiek had meditated 
against his life, lamented his solitude, and, at times, clan- 
desttoejy visited him at his melancholy abode. Nothing 
□a the other hand was wanting to perfect the happiness of 
St. Amend in his asylum, thea the presence of Saljjua and 



ingsbout. Fifteen months had ekpsed 
ainae the Buneia had beem shken* from his family, and 
bom share of aqnietade took hold of him, from the oon- 
sdaasBessof bis having neglected to remit Sabioa the mree 
hundred Brawns which he had promised her annually, a 
neglect swing to his prudent retirement in De Bane's 
castle ; but where he was soon determined to violate and 
fulfil his former promise in person • it was too tree that he 
had sworn never to see her more j bat repentance, he 
hoped, would eanest that tow of precipitate rashnesn, the 
disobeying of which appeared rather a virtue than a sin ; 
a measure wherewithal that oonld not be attended with 
mnoh danger on the score of the dnke's death, as the jour- 
ney to his coontn dwelling was scarcely six leagues from 
the Beetle of De.Barre, and the way thither lying entirely 
along the banks of the Seine. 



aspeat was snorting through erery adjacent part of the 
BOuntry,.to.Beekthedestrnetion of innocence, beauty, virtae, 
courage, and every noble attribute of possible human ex- 



unknown to De Barren who bad now entertained the moat 
inveterate antipathy for hi* kinsman,) appeared always 
clothed in the mantle of penitence, melancholy, Bud despair. 
The humane spirit of-tlie noble bastard, being itself unoon- 
Boioua of dissimulation, easily fell into the pit laid open to 
catch his sympathy and sorrow : so far did the disrimula- 
tion of Lodowick extend, that De Poitiers thoroughly be- 
lieved him a convert to virtue and repentance, when, in 
reality, he was forming an abyss of the moat horrid in- 
iquity. 

The villain, heir of Le Devot, being abandoned by his 
kinsman De Bbjto, and left the sole resident of a solitary 
castle, made distant excursions into several parts of the 
country ; not solely, however, with the view of diverting 
his time and lassitude, but to seek for some adventure, 
which carried with it the countenance of an hardy enter- 

The wishes of villany generally meet with a speedier 
success than those of anxious or despairing virtue, being, 
as it- is, more predominant and disseminated. Lodowick, 
as an instance thereof, no sooner hoped for an opportunity 
to display his iniquity than he fell into the way of it. Ri- 
ding alone, some few leagues from his castle, along the 
margin of the river, he met with a beautiful female peasant, 
who had an appearance, however, infinitely superior to the 
lowness of rusticity : she was sitting on the banks of the 
Seine, in the most pensive attitude, deeply absorbed in 
thought : then, afterwards raising her eyes to heaven, she 
exclaimed t " UnAapfiy Ebeiiia /" Lodowick, on dismount- 
ing, fastened his horse to a tree at a small distance, and 
approached the fair stranger : she startled, aud screamed, 
— he caught her by the hand, or the rustic would have Bed. 
Lodowick thereupon stopped, and questioned her whither 
she was flying t " To my family and my friends," replied 
she, with considerable agitation. " And do they dwell, fair 
maid, far distant from this place I Ah I happy family 1 
happiest friends ]" continued the insinuating villain, inter- 
rupting the stranger, at the same time, in her answer : 
" wherever they dwell, it must be the abode of beauty, in- 
nocence, and virtue — of peace and tranquillity. Ah 1 
thou most invaluable blessing of virtue, known only beneath 
the roof of contented rusticity — sweet inmate of simplicity, 
— the sole beacon to the wav-worn steps of chilling poverty, 
and welcome emblem of unfeigned hospitality." 



Tho fur stranger, struck both with the beauty of Lodo- 
wiek's person, and more so with the apparent honest 
simplicity of his expressions, felt an emotion of tender 
prepossession which she oonld in no wise account for. He 
easily discovering her surprise and embarrassment, con- 
tinued canting forth his straggling sentiments of extorted 
piety, till they had reached a small cottage, at the door of 
which was sitting a peasant somewhat advanced in life, and 
with him, another female of equal distinguishable dignity 
as the unhappy Btvina. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Oh the approach of Elwina to the cottage door, Romane 
and Justine, (the very friend and daughter of Goderville,) 
rose from their seats to receive Lodowick. Though they 
accosted him both cheerfully and hospitably, there appeared 
a timidity and backwardness iu Romane to suffer Jus pro- 
gress further than the bare threshold. A mutual intimacy 
was what Lodowick roost anxiously expected, for the charms 
of Elwina had struck him with the most invincible desire 
to rush on her beauties in the most libertine extent. He 
panted to establish an immediate intercourse, that, like the 
serpent, being received at once in favour, he might, with 
more felicity, sting his innocent hostess. Chance, however, 
did more in favour for him than inclination, for, a violent 
tempest at that time coming on, Romane was obliged to 
offer him his cottage as a shelter. Again and again did he 
bless this tempest, as it not only opened a channel for 
establishing a reciprocal intimacy, but appeared ae a favour- 
able omen to the completion of his wishes, being, like his 
intent, dark and tumultuous. Lodowick, however, on pass- 
ing the threshold, was staggered at the sight of a man 
sitting by the fireside, leaning with one arm on his knee, 
and so much overwhelmed in thought, as not to perceive 
him enter. Elwina discovering him thus immerged in 
contemplation, approached him first, and shaking him by 
the shoulder tenderly, said : " Harold, my dear Husband, 
here is a stronger who has sought for shelter in our cot- 
tage from this dreadful storm/' The youth, on hearing 
this immediately started from his reverie, and approaching 
Lodowick with the most noble courtesy, bade him kindly 



fillliaanr overwhelmed with the mtat inexn wamible 

surprise ami nonfueion ; of such sort, in fact, as is experi- 
enced by guilt end viea, when tboy iiwl themselveu opposed 
tathaoi " ' " "" 



Hsrold.tliongii evidently depressed wish cue and sorrow, 
(for death, as hereafter may bo more toBy told, had robbed 
him of Sahina,hiad^y-hetoved mother: and unefortunes, 
leagued with poverty, bad driven him, wilh his wife and 
Bister, to seek for shelter in the humala cottage of Komao»J 
exhibited a person not in the smallest degree deficient of 
what Lodowick himself possessed, joined with an air of 
complacency and entanragemtnf* Aa astonished the won- 
dering spectator. To behold, beneath bo mean a roof, such 
beauty, dignity, and such nobleatea of deepianunit, damped 
at first the adventarouB ftnnifltnrnf Lodewich, leaving htm, 
a* tho aante time, absorbed in an abyss of wonder, and 
puling with ongerneso. For an opportunity to nave the 
greatness of hia curiosity satisfied by some means or other : 
whilst, on the other hand, to discover that Elwina was the 
wife of Harold, served in a very great intent to depress, 
Isr tho moment, his iniqui torn purpose. 

Thss* relleetive oppositions, however, were but transient 
»ii superficial ; for, to* callous tod daring sairit, like that 
which Lodowioh possessed, dangers and obstacles, tits 
mere numerous thoy are, appear more worthy of the en ter- 
prize, and nobler to overcome. 

Lodowick, having thus gained hat first point of Mag made 
acquainted with the person, and acquiring, in solas degree, 
the good opinion of the cottagers, through Ins favourable 
introduction of Elwina, he did not despair of gaining Mi 
ultimata wish. The tempest being aver, Harold rase ftean 
his seat, and told his freest that now, as it was fair, Its 
would, according to his daily castom, go in quest of some 
game with which the country abounded, and which, in fact, 
being their chief. Mibsistecee, was the only reason, owing to 
their present deficiency of that article, that they had not 
aaked him to partake of seme refreshment. T<* this, how- 
ever, Lodowioh objected, and, rising at the aame tune, ia- 
toeated Haroid to nceonnwy aim to his bene, aa he oust 
dp | in I honewards, having aame few laagMa to travel ; then, 
bhang- kmne of the ceMagera, ha deparUd in aaajaamv with 
Ina yoong heat from the r-ftsftr 

Aate asms mamanta af ananas, Udowiok, with every 



apparent ingenuousness and possible artfulness, observed to 
Harold, that it was very easy to be remarked, on the 
slightest glimpse, that fa[s mind was surcharged with some 
secret sorrow — that fortune had dealt unkindly with him, 
Ilia wife and his friends— that the unguarded expression 
which had escaped Elwina, on the bants of the Seine, was 
a sufficient testimonial of some unknown misfortune, and 
withal, that their persons, their discourse, their manners, 
so superior as they were to a cottage residence, demonstra- 
ted how fully they merited a more noble destiny. Short 
and fatuitoue therefore, (continued Lodowick,) ss our in- 
terview has proved, I sincerely feel for your hidden sor- 
rows — -feci for those wounds which the shafts of adversity 
have showered upon you, aad feeling, as I do, tho most 
sensible gratification that I am enabled, in some measure, 
to render them supportable. Here Lodowick paused for a 
short time, to hear if Harold woold make any reply ; but, 
being disappointed in this, he thus concluded his deceitful 
professions, " My duty — my_ sympathy, and my religion, 
have ever taught me to alleviate the sorrows of adversity, 
and ameliorate the distresses of my fellow-creatures. What 
I have, therefore, the unfortunate and the virtuous are ever 
welcome to become partakers of. Thus anxious to partici- 
pate the bounties of heaven, in gratitude to the being that 
sent them me, I hope, most worthy stranger, that your 
spirit will not feel itself injured by what I now dare to 
offer." On this, Lodowick pressed the acceptance of his 

Eurso j but Harold, with a dignity that would be admired 
y any other but tins artful hypocrite, refused the offered 
liberality : " Whether or no," replied the cottager, ■ that 
I am overwhelmed with poverty or ill-fortune, as I may or 
may not bo, I have that remaining which can well support 
the wants of our humble dwelling. To your generosity I 
shall ever be a debtor ; (he Intent with me is equal to the 
deed : to me, however, you are the stranger of an hour — 
you know me not — why thus liberal, therefore, to one who, 
perhaps, might deceive yon — might, perhaps, prove un- 
worthy of your generosity 1 When you journey this way 
again, my cottage will be always honoured by your presence : 
in time, therefore, you may be informed of my virtues or 
my vices, and then, when I want, I shall not be backward 
in asking." 

At Che conclusion of Harold's answer, (which was 
directed with ovary prudence and caution, as not willing to 



intrust his secrete to a stranger, arid at the same time to 
accept a proffer, for why, and from whom ho knew not,) 
they arrived at the tree to which the horse had been fast- 
ened- Lodowick, thereupon, bode the cottager on apparent 
tender adieu,- though, at the same period, ho was both dis- 
appointed and surprised with the little information he had 
gabled, mid at the ambiguous refusal his pecuniary offer 
had experienced. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

When Harold returned to bis cottage, Elwina and Justine 
Were anxious to learn what the stranger had said to him in 
hie absence. Having recapitulated, thereupon, every word 
that had reciprocally passed, and concluding with his re- 
fusal of the purse, Romane immediately lifted up his hands 
to heaven, and returned the most ardent thanks to his 
divine Creator for having dictated so disinterested and 
fortunate self-denial. Harold, surprised at the anxious 
fervency with which this extraordinary thanksgiving was 
uttered, instantly demanded the cause ! Romane, to this 
interrogatory very readily answered, that when the stranger 
was approaching towards the cottage with Elwina, it struck 
him in tbe most forcible manner that he had frequently 
seen the same person before : looking upon him, therefore, 
with more steadfastness the further he advanced, I recol- 
lected him (continued Romane) to be Lodowick, the pre- 
sent lord of Lc Dovot'a castle, and who, not long since, 
killed his father in the forest. Having frequently accom- 
panied baggages of' com and provisions from this part of 
the country to the castle, I had opportunities of seeing both 
him aud my lady Veronica, who now is gone, no ono knows 
where. The Chevalier Do Barre, a noble knight and kins- 
man to the La Devote, endeavoured to keep the murder of 
the sire a secret from the neighbouring country; but in 
vain, for crimes, my children, of so black a nature, the 
tongues of honesty and religion disdain to hide. 

Harold, at the sound of this atrocious discovery, could 
scarcely believe his senses : the sentiments of morality and 
friendship that he had heard from Lodowick, little soiled 
with the horrid loads of guilt and parricide : to him he had 
appeared a saint — an angel despatched by the benignity of 
Providence to relieve his sorrows. Romane, however, 



strongly pennting in what he had advanced, ud corrobo- 
rating his tale with still stronger pro " " ...... 

conviction, and began nine 

Lodowick audi a general invitation to his cottage. 

Romane and Justine, when they heard this lamentation 
of Harold, regretted the cause with equal poignancy. El- 
wina, however, whose bosom flowed, perhaps, with a greater 
(hare of sympathy and sorrow, both for the misfortunes and 
crimea of her fellow-beings, observed, that Romane might 
possibly have been imposed upon by the oraftof falsehood : 
that the censure of the world ought not always to be regarded 
without it was strengthened by the most unerring de- 
monstration ; that the illiberally- of mankind was as partial 
as it was, universal, and that there was something of an 
Intuitive nature which taught her to believe, that Lodowick 



appearance at the cottage, that he should be received with 
coldness snd inattention. 

Lodowick, on his return to the solitariness of the castle, 
fait himself overwhelmed: with all the horrors that must 
attend an exclusion from his kindred and the world : his 
soul wsa inflamed with the eagerness it felt far the posses- 
sion of Elwina : his desires were uncontrollable, and his 
resolution was fixed to gratify them, let the consequence 
be death, or the most terrible event. These, however, ware 
the smallest miseries under which he groaned. Even more 
and more was he disappointed, harrasaed and nettled to the 
quick. He now, on his second visit, found himself neglected 
and treated with the most marked indifference at the cot- 
tage. The contempt with which he was received, and beneath 
so mean a roof, waa insupportable, and made his proud 
spirit meditate the most insatiable revenge. One ray of 



these unpardonable tortures with some small degree 



hope, and one only, shot across his heart, which made hi 
endure these unpardonable tortures wi"" 
of patience and fortitude. Elwina m 
with a countenance lees inflexible than her companions — in 
her looks there appeared some glances of pity and com- 
placency. Indifference she assiduously avoided, and re- 
garded the neglect of her friends with visible emotion aud 
anguish. Such favourable augurs, therefore, as these, Lodo- 
wick interpreted into success, and was determined, after the 



Japae of a motrtMy forMtoa at the eeKage,' to effect fliat 
bv the force o< stratagsBi, which he found to Ire ineffoelually 
' d by any otbsr means. 



CHAPTER X7III. 

De PotHer* Uving paid BCroo vWte (as II win hitherto <*- 
■m-ieii) to Lodowick, on the unfortunate dentil of bis father, 
to console him for the nubapp j event, nod to relax hit mo- 
unts of aolitudo Hd aa-iietjj waa Bow wjneh en lpiia ei l to 
And him always absent from the castle, and hie domestics 
■met ableto give hint the leaefnifoi-tnatiofi whWher be bad 
■one. or When ho should return. This strange adventure 
rf fate! apprehensioH, for 
» pit j he had experienced 
Kir me soferisga of Lodowick, had still the death of Le 
Devot fa his remembrance ; and the roan, he well conceived, 
WbeoQuM level his arrow at the breast of Ma -friend, and 
afterward* cancel his thoughts and secrete from that same 
friend, after the most sacred promise ef an inviolable con- 
■Manee, could be Mill further capable of additional Crimea. 
Do Poitiers, from the shore reflections, had determined 
to watoh the peregrinations ef Lodowick, and discover 
whether )u» designs wars virtuous or iniquitous. If be 
a bear the former .ptamp, he intended that hfe 
■onld cease ; but, If on the contrary, tioMj to 
to the efejeet who was Axed apon as) tbo sacrifice of Ma 



In this la 



islandablem 

the Marquis St. Amand, wbo, aazioas * 
friends of tho duke stood towards a reesnciriati on, requested 
Do Poitiers to undertake an embassj to his faithful servant 
Eirwbius, who would give him errrr information on the 
subject ; for these exertions In his behalf, the marquis im- 
portuned the chevalier to suffer Henry to accept of the 
commission, which be had obtained originally fof his kins- 
man. This offer, however, was gratefo% refined ,' for Set 
Barro never could bear an idea of separation from his be- 
loved boy, till death itself Interfered I he, nerertiteless, 
beseeohed the marquis to reserve 11 fop hie own son, as a 
reward for the sufferings he must have experienced on the 
loss of so noble a sire. To this, St. Amand assented on one 
condition, that the ehsvaHar should accompany' him in a 



t 



between Sabina, his children, and hi 

Lodowiek, finding all his views levelled to the ground by 
the inftoiiblo treatment he met with at the aoltBge, and for 
rhr tod wherefore he could not possibly divine, (unsse- 
*J— as he waa of Romano's discovery.) began now to 
tource in more effectual and more horrible means. 
In Ins journey to and Era, he had ovor accustomed himself 
to halt at a small inn, whieh lay about half way sb the road 
from the castle to the cottage. 

The boat of thjs inn Was a msm in whose face the strongest 
marks of villany were deeply imprinted. A fellow that was 
perpetually discontented and grntnbling at the partiality of 
fortune, which suffered him, as he petulantly remarked, to 
live bo ignobly, whilst fools rose to riches and preferments. 
One that was suspected by the neighbouring people, and on 
the m<M sufficient reason, to make away dattoteaunely with 
their corn and cattle— to abuse and trample on these be- 
neath him, and, in short, to plajr the tyrant and knave, 
whenever opportunity tould favour his atrocious designs. 

Lodowiek, whose intefaating parscsi, intwaatiug maoaert, 
and okas disshnolatioo, were able to deceive the wisest and 
the moat honaet, could sot fail of striking the attention «f 
the villain Domuiick — for l>nminick wag lie called. Tins 
fellow, Lodowiek saw he could ferm to his own desipis — 
make him an implement to accomplish all bis intentions, 
and, by bribery, plunge him into a deeper abyss of iniquity 
than the an* m which fan already wallowed. 

The more eSentnaliy to sound (be depth of Dominiek's 
villany, Lodowiek first gained his affeetoens by treatihg him 
with familiarity. Hearing him at all timM eoatpiaiB of his 
poverty, be joined in reproaches against the partial dispen- 
sations of fortune, and what was raoraeffieadkous than these 
invectives, he twice presented JAmtiniek with his pane. 
Lodowiek having proceeded so far with earnest, tad fiodbrg 
that hie host would proceed to any extremity toi — — ' 
In return began himself to rail and cane the it 
of his persecuting stara. No sooner did he launch 



I, than Doramiek, with all the eagerness of whetted 
villany, embraced the same, and urged Lodowiek with toe 
utmost importunity to point him out a remedy to overcome 
ms ill-fate, sod he would endeavour to establish his repose, 
thoaga he should ranch the verge of d"»»Aiti.« in the hi- 



Lodowick, finding the host unscrupulous as be could wish 
la the T""'"" of villan y, disalosed lo him his adventure at 
the cottage — tbe contempt of ita residents — his burning 
passion for Elwina, and his fixed resolution of enjoying her 
at every hazard : that he had already formed a design in 
his mind of effecting hie purpose ; but which, however, ha 
could not have done, unless he bad been bo fortunate as to 
have found no brave and noble an accomplice, as he had 
done in hia worthy and disinterested host. Dominick swal- 
lowed this potion of flattery with bo much avidity, that in 
hit ecstasy of giadnete he grasped fast hold of Lodowick's 
hand ; then gaping, with a mouth full of venomous destruc- 
tion, and leaning bis body across the table, prepared him- 
self to listen with the most anxiona attention to what bis 
young host had to disclose, 

"Dominiok, my brave and honest friend," said Lodowick, 
" it is thus I propose that we Khali effect our purpose. In 
the dead of night, about four days onward, we will journey 
to the cottage ; as it will be impossible, however, to obtain 
Elwina but by dint of stratagem, I design to fire a heap of 
hay which stands near tbe dwelling, the conflagration of 
which will Boon spread to every adjacent part : the cottage 
being so very small, it will be easy for those within to es- 
cape from the flames, and aa easy, I hope, to carry off 
Elwina in the confusion that will prevail- This stratagem, 
however, will meet with but a moiety of success, unless we 
can establish an opinion that she perished in the conflagra- 
tion ; in that case, I shall be enabled to enjuy her in secrecy 
at my castle, without encountering any further perplexities 
from her husband and kindred, throki 



w , in the night previous to our grand design, to the church 
which stands hard by the cottage, and remove some dead 
body from ita grave — if possible, see that it be a female one. 
On that, carry the corpse to the cottage, and conceal it be- 
neath the bay, which, being consumed on the next night, 
will contribute to the ides that Elwina perished in the 
flames. The men are two only— Harold, the husband, and 
an old man, bis father. Provide yourself, therefore, with 
a club, and as they attempt to mate their passage through 
the cottage-door, fell them to the ground. In the mean- 
time, T shall be on tbe watch to convey Elwina away to 
your house, which, for that night, must be her prison ; an 



t!ja succeeding one, I will, conduct her to my castle. Hub, 
" ' sk, U What I have planned — the reward of your 

' " ' " ' ' ' and my friendship 



ib shall be Ave hundred crowns, ai 
as long as I live to bestow it." 

The host, having regarded Lodowick as a prodigy of 
excellence, (for a villain, deeds of horrible iuiquity work 
with as much efficacy, as does the disinterested virtuous act 
with the spirit of charity,) in one moment entered into his 
whole views and designs. Everything, therefore, being 
planned on one side, and approved by the other, they took 
their farewell, for the present, of each other, with mutual 
promises of confidence, and a perpetual good-fellowship. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

The day being arrived that Dominick should lay the ground- 
work of his employer's villany, he made his way on horse- 
back under the auspices of darkness to the awful repository 
of the dead, bearing with him a pick-axe end lantern. Dis- 
mounting, he ascended the steps of the church-yard, and 
perusing the inscriptions of the several tombstones as he 
passed, soon discovered one, which, by its external charac- 
ters, betrayed the recent interment of a young female. 
On this, he fined his lantern on a small pyramidical stone 
that stood just at hand, and then commenced his sacrilegi- 
ous labour- With his pink-axe, he soon gained the depth 
of the coffin, and with some- difficulty raised it on the level 
ground- Having proceeded thus far, he broke open the 
hallowed encasement, and grasped the sacred remains in 
his arms. He was then on the point of carrying away the 
corpse, to lay it athwart his horse's back, when he waa 
■cared with the most inexpressible horror on hearing the 
sounds of an agonizing scream, and the prostration of some 
being, at a few steps' distance. At this, his whole frame 
vibrated with terror and astonishment ; and after suffering 
the corpse to foil from his arms, he stood for some moments 
immoveable as the surrounding stones. Requiring, how- 
ever, some resolution from the danger of his situation, he 
advanced towards the place from whence he had distin- 
guished the sounds- Groping cautiously onward with, his 
lantern, he soon discovered a woman extended on the 



ful, however, whether it was some phantom that was sent 
to deter MM from his saerilegious purpose, or a human 
being who had fled to the protection of the church from 
gome criminal deed, he placed his hand upon her heart, 
and discovering that it beat with uncommon velocity, he 
rained her upwards in his arm*, and fanned her with the 
skirt of fata cloak. After seme moments had expired, the 
stranger began to recover, bat opening her eyes, and cast- 
ing them on Dominie*, whose face was illumed with the 
gloom)' shade of Us lantern, and rendered thereby more 
horrible than nature bad really fanned it, she gave another 
scream, and concealed her faee within the palms of her 
two hands. The villanous host, however, who feared no 
mortal being, had now thoroughly recovered from his np- 
prehensionB, and discovering a ring of great value on the 
stranger's finger, and a bracelet enriched with jewels on. 
her arm, ha began to look upon this extraonSnary adven- 
ture aa having happily taken place for Ms advantage, 

i»ominick being himself again, and seeing thestnui gerover- 
come with her original dismay and terror, launched Into a 
rongh rein of oonsotation, and assured her, with as roach 
softness as his nature weald suffer him, that she might look 
upon him aa a friend — u one wbo was fortunately sent to 
her assistance, If she had been compelled to fly to sqch a 
dreadful abode at as dark and unseasonable an hoar for 
any crime or dire mishap. The stranger gaining courage, 
from hearing sneh a degree of placidity proceed from a 
figure so uncouth, summoned a few moments of fortltade to 
her aid, and tremblingly answered, "That she was a 
wretch — an outcast — most vile and anfortnnate. — That sho 
had fled far protection to that church for the most unpar- 
donable of crimes ; hut, the night being so far advanced, 
she had watted for the morning In intreat its sanction and 
its absolution. — That, being concealed only within the porch, 
she had seen htm approach— beheld him rifling the reposi- 
tory of the dead, and after suffering the most excruciating 
torments of fear, guilt, and horror at the sight, I was,** 
continued she, "at last so Irresistibly overcome, that I 
yielded to my terrors and fell insensible, aa yon found me, 
on the grownd. So far extends my unhappy story ; now, 
therefore, let me add," continued the stranger, "that if it 
is in your power to protect me further than can the sanctity 
of these walk, I will reward yoa with a most unlimited 
hand, and, in proportion to your fidelity, pour a heap of 



Fionas In your boaom." At ttilu abe gave him a nine 
laden with gold. "Pint, accept this email entring- — 
mare dross, mj friend, to what you stall hereafter reeafte, 



is your seorecy tu my c«u«s ihall merit," 

Domiuick having first secured the puna in Ma doublet, 
assured the stranger that abe might raUy rety en hie ndeHtT 
and fortitude. « As for aaored attestations," added he, 
"made op to heaven to confirm what I now profoa?, I 
always MMn-my futon* daeda still fulfil my present lay- 
ings. By villany I exist, and was I to reveal the darkness 
of my doings, I should oesse to live. Yon must now remain 
here for a short time, tall I take that corpse to a small dis- 
tance from this church-yard ; and, stranger, mark me well, 
your security hangs not so much on your proffered gener- 
osity, ,ae the aoareny you shall observe ef" what yea have 
beheld in this place of interment.'* Upon tlita, Dominkk 
onoe man task the dead body in his arms, and having 
phveed it serosa hia horae'a back, earned it to the cottage ; 
wtueb, having safely deposited beneath the hay, he returned 
to the burialigniund. Then, assisting the stranger to mount, 
he made the bast of hia way bank again to bis own infamous 



CHAPTER XX. 



. however, to a knave of traffic, and one 
of , his ixHuplBxiou, must have proved rather a defect than 
otharwiae { for, did he dissemble sis real thoughts, villains 
greater and richer than himself, would not have bean capa- 
ble of sifting the depravity of hia principles, and to have 
soared him on to the perpetration of fresh iniquities. 

Having conveyed the stranger safely Into hm house, and 
lodged her in a asnrat apartment, he brought her every 
"the place afforded ; then, 



bidding her farewell, and desiring her to loot the door fast 
on the inside, he promised to pay her a visit in me space of 
two days, which was the shortest period that he then could 
Ax upon. 

About noon the aext day, Lodowiok arrived at the house 
of his host : with the looks of impatienoe he sought to know 
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the result of Mil last night's stratagem, which Dominick 
related in that kind of order as it would have actually 
happened, had "not 'anything of the adventure with the 
female stranger taken place — every circumstance of which 
he effaced with such scrupulous secrecy, and with such 
nice exactness, as could not possibly open the least channel 
of information to the unsuspecting ear of Lodowlck, who 



swallowed the tale with the most joyful avidity, and » 
mended die diligence and activity of his host with the m 
lavish « 



When night came on, Dominick and his guest having 
provided themselves with every requisite material, departed 
for the cottage on two of Lodowick*s choice coursers, which 
he had sent the day before by one of his favourite domestics 
to the inn. It was midnight when they arrived, and finding 
everything as silent and serene as the most gloomy dark- 
ness could render it, they proceeded to the heap of hay un- 
der which they found the corpse, well-diapcsed for their 
purposes. On this, they set fire to the place, and beheld 
tlie flames kindle with every rapidity they could wish ; 
upon which, Dominick situated himself with his uplifted 
club at the door, whilst Lodowick stood concealed in the 
rear. The flames from behind quickly communicating to 
the thatch on the cottage, the whole top formed an entire 
conflagration, which boou made the hapless residents con- 
scious of their danger. Harold, — the fatal, destined Harold, 
— first appeared, carrying the beloved Elwina in his arms. 
Dominick, the instant that he stepped beyond the threshold, 
stnnned him with hia club, and felled him senseless on the 
ground, whilst Lodowick, catching hold of his wits, enclosed 
her fast in his embrace, and notwithstanding all her screams, 
mtreaties and imprecations, conveyed her to his horse, and 
mounting her before him, galloped swiftly off with the 
wretched victim. Next, oh, horrible to recount I Romans 
came forth with the trembling, affrighted Justine, and re- 
ceived the same fate from the arm of Dominick, which 
Harold, but a few moments before, had experienced. The 
unhappy fair one seeing her protector fall, and the villain 
that gave the fatal blow, broke forth in the most agonizing 
screams, and the bitterest execrations. Dominick, perceiv- 
ing that the shrieks of the women, for Elwina's were still 
to be heard, would alarm the adjacent people, mounted his 
horse and followed Lodowick, whom he found had arrived 
at bis house a few minutes before him. 



■e surrounded by all the people that lived thereabout. 
The shrieks of Justine were past description ; hot, happily 
for her, a strong flood of tears came to her assistance, and 
relieved the agonizing horrors of ber soul. The spectators, 
in the meantime, with a sympathizing and anxious solicitude, 
afforded every relief to the distressed situations of Harold 
and Romano, who being, however, only stunned with the 
club of Dominiek, began very soon to revive. But, alia ! 
when they did revive, how can I represent the despair, the 
terror, anguish and madness that they separately experi- 
enced 1 For some time afterwards, they were immerged 
in an immoveable state of stupidity, which vanished, never- 
theless, for sensations more terrible, when they heard that 
Elwina could nowhere be found. Harold was convinced 
that she did uot perish in the flames, as she was in his 
arms when he received a blow from an unknown hand ; 
and Justine corroborated this, as, after her own escape, she 
could distinctly hear her scream at some distance from the 
cottage. 

Roraane tracing this concatenation of ci 
his mind, could, at last, be not otherwise pen 
Elwina had been carried off by the villain Lodow 
that he, with Harold, had been felled by some one of his 
incendiary accomplices. The distracted cottager, however, 
was doomed to experience the most pitiable revolution of 
doubt and despair, for, scarcely was no confirmed in his 
suspicions, than a dead body was discovered beneath the 
remains of the hay- The commiserating spectators, at this 
awful sight, penetrated the air with the keenest exclama- 
tions of pity for the poor sufferer, and horror for the 
treacherous deed — with doleful lamentations for the un- 
liappy Elwina, and with bitter execrations against the 
perfidious incendiary. The corpse most fortunately, how- 
ever, as it led to another discovery, was not consumed, for 
the bay had burnt with so much rapidity that the body waa 
only scorched, though disfigured in such a manner as to 
render the features incapable of recognition. Usmar, a 
youthful and opulent farmer, having attended this lamenta- 
ble summons of distress, and mixing with the neighbouring 
|-.-"plo to view the supposed remains of Elwina, discovered 
a ring on the finger of the body, which he immediately 
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recollected, with the moat piercing horror, to have given 
his mater, who had been dead and interred only a few days 
paat Thia adventure, in a tenfold degree, increased the 
general astonishment that had all along prevailed — the fire 
— the abuse of the cottagers' persona — the rape of Elwina, 
ami after all, such a strange discovery of Usmar's sister's 
remains, which he himself lately had seen secretly deposited 
in sacred ground, appeared like events most supernatural 
and heterogeneous. The latter adventure none could possi- 
bly account for, though Romane discovered a clue which 
would lead diem ultimately to the knowledge of every 
mystery. 

The poor cottager, in contemplating the melancholy ruins 
of his once happy dwelling, cast his eyes on a buckle and 
some feathers, which he immediately recollected to hate 
seen in the hat of Lodowick, and which, in the anxiety of 
securing Elwina, he had Buffered to GUI un perceived. This 
fresh discovery Romane made known to all who had assem- 
bled round the cottage, which, placing Lodowick as the 
author of the whole night's villany and distress beyond any 
further doubt, the voice of pity was in an instant changed 
to that of revenge. Usmar, incensed beyond alt description 
at the sacrilegious removal of his sister's manes, called both 
on God and man to grant him immediate vengeance ; whilst 
Harold, equally inflamed with the bitterness of anger for 
the loss of his beauteous, beloved Elwina, most devoutly 
adjoined Amen to Usiuai-'s prayer ; on mis, Amen and 
Amen were echoed everywhere about by the sympathizing 



CHAPTER XXI. 

Lodowick having conveyed Elwina safe to the inn, led her 
to an apartment where everything was already prepared 
for her refreshment and his infernal purposes. The fair 
distressed, however, refused to partake of the least allevia- 
tion, and remained silent and inflexible. Her strength had 
been exhausted — her tender frame was shook to it* very 
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basis in the horrid journey that aha had been compelled to 
undergo, and she now seemed both ready and willing to 
experience the worst .alternative — death, — for tho loss of 
honour she was determined to prevent at the loss of life. 
Thus resolved, she sat patient-like ; her head reclining on 
her arm, both owing their feeble support to her trembling 
and half-uplifted knee. 

Lodowiak, having spent the few remaining hours of dark- 
ness in endeavouring to reconcile the hapless Elwina to her 
fate, but, finding all his promises, all his extorted senti- 
ments of honour and fidelity, and all bis professions of the 
moat unbounded love prove ineffectual, he was determined 
no longer to dally with opportunity which afforded him so 
propitious an interval of gratification. Thus resolved, he 
fixed hie seat aside the desponding, trembling Elwina, sad 
clasping her around, forced an embrace, to which she an- 
swered with a most piercing scream. This thrilling proof 
of disinclination served only to summon Dominick to his 
post, otherwise it was heeded not. Pity was to be smothered 
without remorse, and hot desire to predominate alone. To 
the above epnatrained embrace, he now violated bar sacred 
lips with the most hideous contact. The lips j>f villany 
most sacrilegious, he joined to those of virtue most un- 
tainted. To that and that, fresh trespasses against the 
boundaries of innocence were gradually committed, until 
Elwina, nearly overcome, fell upon her knees, and with her 
ining strength — with uplifted hands— with eyes, di 



ing the feeble rays of glimmering despondency, she appealed 
to I.odowick for pity : " Oh 1 Lodowick," exclaimed the 
agonized Elwina, "Lodowick, look not upon me with that 



i of horror and determination— plunge thy wea- 
pon in this bosom that never wished thee harm ; bnt spare 
my innocence — spare my virtue — aught else is thine — my 
life— Oh ! take my hapless life, which, without honour, 
never can be worth the holding." At this, Elwina made 
bare her bosom for the well-supplicated stroke of death. 
Lodowick, regarding the offered spot of sacrifice, beheld 

ITS* prape *ho! the green leaf : the terrible emblems 

of a recovered litter, lost from the time of infancy — tho 
dying mementos of a murdered father. 

Lodowick, undaunted villain as he was, now shrunk back 
with the great load of horror, guilt and astonishment. The 
terror of his looks — the fearful glances of his penetrating 
* the already surcharged Elwina. Death 
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was now making rapid strides to finish all bar eorrowa, and 
sinking insensible on the floor, her head reotined against 
the wainscot : memory, for a time, took a MoBMot flight, 
and clouded all the — Had horrors of bar mind in * 
mist of oblivion. * 

Lodowiek, In the meantime, had scareoly recovered from 
hia terror and amazement, when hie Mnl reonived * freak 
shock from s loud clamour that lie distinguished m the 
gaoery that led to hia apartnaut. One evil hardly appears 
bat it is succeeded by another, each after one more dread- 
ful than the former. Fate, he eaw, had now armed itself 
against him, and determined to meet faun baldly in what- 
ever terrible shape he should advance. Lodowiek unsheathed 
hia sword, and stood prepared to receive the wont that 
should forthoome. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

The female stranger,* 
the ion, had most distil 
and die frequent sounds of Lodowick's voice. Her apart- 
ment lay at the end of the gallery, which was guarded (as 
before observed) by Dominick, whilst hie guest should 
satisfy his lust on the unhappy person of Elwina, fills 
having listened, therefore, for some time, with every anxiety 
and horror, burst, at last, from her chamber, and making 
'sjlsnoeof 



having listened, therefore, for some time, with every at 
- "":d horror, burst, at last, from her chamber, and ix 

r way alone the passage, essayed to 

jminfek. In this, however, she v 



stracted, and roughly commanded to return to her plane of 
concealment His behest, the stranger treated with the 
moat indignant scorn, and still persisted in her attempt to 
pass. On this, the surly host menaced instant destruction 
if she dared to proceed, even iu the least degree. His 
threats, however, she despised ; and, thereupon, pushing 
him on one side haughtily with her arm, endeavoured to 
make her progress good. Dominiak, incensed at her proud 
demeanour, and obstinate refusal of his commands, imme- 
diately plunged his weapon deeply in her aide. The stranger 
too, heavily feeling the mortal wound she had received, hut 
still resolved to prosecute her intent, placed herself against 
the wainscot, and staggered coward to the apartment from 
whence she had distinguished the voices of those within. 
Lodowiek opening the door at she vary instant aba bad 
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made bar way thither, Hie wretched female fell forward 
prostrate on the floor. Notwithstanding, however, the 
severity of this second shock, she turned herself a few mo- 
menta afterwanb, on her unwounded aide, and looking up- 
wards in the face of Lodowiek, exclaimed, in a tone more 
exprBSsiveof joy than agony i " it is my boy : it is my son." 
At Hill extraordinary adventure, which could rank only 
with the farmer in the greatness of its wonder and extent, 
Lodowiek found himself encompassed in a cloud of horrible 
insensibility — his tongue elnng net to the roof of his mouth, 
and rendered him incapable of utterance. The only facul- 
ties that remained were his eyes, which rolled alternately 
11 his bleeding mother and the astonished Dominiek. Ve- 
ouloa, however, finding the pangs a" "" 
with her departing body, clasping O 
hers, and after pressing 'it to her lips, asked him if he had 
not a word to bestow od his unhappy mother I Still — still 
his speech denied tin charitable boon. The guilt and hor- 
ror he experienoed had murdered utterance— all was sullen 
— all silent inward. His sister lay at hand, looking aslant : 
he beheld her bosom still uncovered. Veronica pursued 
his eyes. Lodowiek, oppressed with fresh terrors, found 
hi* heart grow chill— his blood freeae, and his aspect ooze 
with cold drops of sweat. The hapless mother looked for- 
ward too the hapless mother, too, beheld Ike grape and 

tkt orwn leaf. — Her eyes grew dim, and tottered m their 
sockets — she saw also the sans exact resemblance in El- 
wine, as she had seen in her infant Adelina — it was her 
child — her long-lost child. The mournful sight was too 
powerful for all her fortitude to sustain ; faintly she lisped, 
Farewell, my Adelina— adieu, my beloved Lodowiek. These 
melancholy sounds ushered in her death — with Veronica, 
it was night — was all darkness — she sunk, never to rise 
again. 



CHAPTER XXIIT. 

A hotheb and a sister thus apparently crowding together 
is the silent sepulchre, caused emotions of pity, affection 
and remorse in the bosom of Lodowiek, which he never 



of mind arrived so far to his assistance, that he ordered 
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Dominick to convey the corpse of his mother to tome other 
Apartment, that it might not increase the horrors that hie 
sister had Already undergone. 

When Elwina opened her deep-swollen eyes, and after- 
wards appeared susceptible of reason, Lodowick kneeled 
tenderly by her side, and clasping hold of her clay-cold 
hand, called upon her in the tender, endearing strains of 
sister, and of Adeline. Bepentance and despair hovering 
over the desponding villain's aspect, the wretched fair one 
raised herself from the floor, and anxiously questioned hint 
if he was sincere I for, to the orphan's bosom, the name oj 
lister excited sensations which (he chum of kindred alone 
could feel. "Sister ! sister !" repeated the alarmed Elwina, 
" oh 1 Lodowick, if thou art indeed my brother, the fates 
have doomed us to the excess of misery, wretchedness and 

" Elwina, thou dear and most injured woman," replied 
the repentant Lodowick, " answer me to what I shall now 
question thee : Art thou the daughter of Bomane> as thou 
wast reputed to be 1" 

" Oh, no I oh, no 1" rejoined Elwina. 

** Wast thou not found, then, by this same Romans, near 
the forest of Vaudreill, when but an infant ; and when thy 
companions were all destroyed by barbarous robbers I" 

" So Romans, indeed, baa often told me," replied EI* 
wins, once again. 

" Then, Elwina, thou art indeed my sister : the marks 
upon thy bosom," exclaimed the wondering brother, "wen 
sufficient testimonies of our kindred. My mother sought 



moments of his death — thy parent that bore thee Messed 
thee but a few moments past — she bade thee tenderly fartt- 

well, and sunk to everlasting rest Nay, Elwina, seek not 

to team further : thou shalt bear all, if fate should happily 
. ordain it. Thy tender frame is not capable, at present, to 
encounter fresh shocks of adversity. Already has it been 
too much enfeebled with the villany of a brother — a brother, 
however, whose future life, should heaven favour the 
existence, shall be employed in the endeavour of com- 
pensating for the miseries he must have heaped on a 
virtuous sister and her orphan Mends." 

At this moment Doxnmick entered, after having placed 
the body of Veronica in a place of security and repose, 



2*7 

When Lodowick beheld his host, he raised Elwina gentlj 
in his arms, and bade him lead them to an apartment where 
she might acquire that due tranquillity and rest which 
could alone restore the peace of mind and body, that be so 
cruelly had deprived her of. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 



on, and still ti 

ment. So far as Dominiek knew of the stranger's history, 
he faithfully related ; from the adventure in the ground of 
interment, to that of wounding her in the passage : he did 
not omit the most trifling article. Thus satisfied, Lodowick 
could no otherwise tban regard the forerunning part of a 
mystery that still remained to be made known. Dominiek, 
having told his tale so far as in his compass lay, in return, 
beseeched his guest that he would recount the melancholy 
tale which touched upon the beautiful stranger in whom he 
bad found a sister. Lodowick, having complied to the ut- 
most of his knowledge with the request of Dominiek, it 
raised a sympathy in his breast, which he bad never felt 
till then. 

After some moments of silence, Dominiek proposed that 
they should fly from the inn, as a discovery must inevitably 
take place ; the consequence of which must alternately 
prove a cruel and ignominious death. "I have three fellows," 
added he, " who have long been the companions of my 
dangerous pursuits — they are all steadily attached to my 
cause, and would spend their dearest blood in my behalf : 
let us, therefore, take advantage by the wing, and avoid an 
enemy whose complaints and injuries cannot fail of proving 
our inevitable ruin." 

" Dominiek, my friend," answered Lodowick, ■ full well 
I know that you embarked your b'fe to serve my purpose ; 
safety is at present in your power. Fly, therefore, and leave 
me to my fate. I dare encounter the very worst that my 
evil destiny shall prepare against me ; but death alone shall 
over inake me quit my injured Adelina." 

Scarcely were these words pronounced, when a loud 
"lomour was made at the door of the inn. Lodowick and 



Hi 1KB B1SXABD 

Dominink, followed by the three fellows, flaw, sword in 
hand, to discover the cause. The first objects that pro. 
sen ted themselves to their gaze were Harold, TJsmar and 'Hu- 
mane. The Utter, first beholding Lodowick, most bitterly 
exclaimed: "there stands the "Alain !" He, however, 
anxiously demanded a parley, which was answered only 
with a torrent of the most keen reproaches. Usmar, the 
foremost of the party, disdaining all restraint, rushed furi- 
ously onward, and aimed his sabre at the head of Lodowick. 
Tbeaimpetuooa youth, however, knew not that be attacked 
a man trained up to arms, and possessing the utmost cool- 
ness in the hour of danger. His weapon, therefore, was 
encountered by that of his undaunted foe, who, throwing it 
dexterously aside, pierced him through the heart. Harold 
and his companion, wring their friend thus ignobly fall, 
made their passage through the threshold of the dwelling ; 
but, being immediately surrounded by Dontinick and his 



CHAPTER XXV. 

! Iabold and Humane being led to an Interior part of the 

inn, Lodowick commanded the host to set their persona 
free, and the feilowa to place themselves about the different 
parts of the dwelling, to watch against any other unexpected 

This being all obeyed, Lodowick, in a steady and deter- 
mined tone, thus addressed the unhappy cottagers : " Harold, 
thy first and anxious wish most, no doubt, be to hear some 
tidings of thy beloved Elwina, — nay, look not thus frown- 
ingly upon me, for I would fain rejoice thine ears with 
sounds of joy and not reproach. Elwina Uvea, and will, I 
hope, for many happy years to come. In a short time, 
Harold, thou shall behold her, and, though villain as I am, 
she will tell thee I am her brother. Nay, do not start, Ro- 
mans, for well thou knoweat Elwina never was thy child, 
but by adoption. Into thy power she came an hapless 



orphan, and in thy fostering a 

"-lend— protector. Elwina, is , ._. _....„ ._ ._ 

obert Le Devot,— the sister of Lodowick. Confirmation, 



friend— protector. Elwina, is Adeline, the daughter of 



indubitable aa our existence, did I see. Her mother, ei . 

Elwiua beheld the light, panted for the juicy grape, the 
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Btain Of which aha bears upon her bosom — the intervening 
slain that saved me from a deeper abyss of horror and dis- 
traction,— that rescued me from the terrors, and the guilt 
of incest,— that restored a sister to my arms, — that has 
brought me to the sense of conviction nail repentance. 
Further, I will not add, for words only resemble the poor 
decayed beings who gave thy adopted Elwina breath — being, 
as they are now, empty and incorporeal. I shall not re- 
peat, Romaiie, what passed in (he few weeks that I jour- 
neyed to yonr cottage. Let it suffice to remark, that what 
you, Harold, and all did suffer, it was I who perpetrated 
the whole— it was I " 

Here one of the fellows entered, and exclaimed that the 
officers of justice were coming towards the inn. 

■ Then, Lodowiek, thy career is done." 

With theso words, he drew a poniard from his bosom, 
and buried it in the place where it had been concealed. 

" My friends, it ill suits the boldness of my soul, and the 
honour of our house, that I should Buffer a cruel and igno- 
minious death, therefore have 1 added self-destruction to 
that of my other crimes. Here., Dominick, take this purse, 
and fly ; for, though I have been the leading Instrument of 
my deep-1-id vilfony, justice may, perhaps, look with a 
heavy brow on thy interference. Farewell, Dominick — • 
death comes quickly on me — Adieu, my friends — Elwina, 
farewell— dearest, beloved Elwina,, adieu for ever." 

Thus fell Lodowiek, overwhelmed with every human 
error in the silent grave ; not dying without remorse, nor 
falling without some share of pity. 



CHAPTER XXTI 

CauiCM, and that of the most extraordinary complexion, 
frequently brings those evente to light, which the severest 
researches would find impossible to effect. Eusebins, on 
the eve of the foregoing fatal tragedy, had flown to the 
castle of Do Barre, to inform his lord that the Mends of 

the Duke began to abate of their inflexibility, and 

that an early reconciliation would take place betwixt the 
two families. Soon after the arrival of Eusebius, came the 
officers of justice to the castle of Le Devot, to seek the pels 
son of Veronica, who had, about the same time, poniarded 
the abbess when asleep, to accomplish her flight Irom the 
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oonvent, which the vigilance of her superior had hitherto 
rendered ineffectual. 

A crime of so heinous a nature struck the Chevalier Do 
Barre anil Ma friends with the deepest horror and chagrin. 
The honour of their house, he perceived, was Boon to bo 
immerged in the deepest disgrace, and one of the noblest 
branches 'of their family brought to an ignominious scaf- 
fold. 

Scarcely had the intelligence of Veronica's crime and 
flight taken wing, than the report of Lodowick's villany, 
with the sufferings of Romane and the other cottagers, got 
entrance into the castle. Nothing waa to be heard through 
the whole neighbouring country, but exclamations of pity 
for the sufferings of one, and the bitterest execrations 
against the villany of the other. 

The whale castle, at this two-fold tale of misery, became 
a scene of confusion and consternation : messengers were 
despatched to the castle of Le Devot, to learn if either 
Veronica or Lodowiek had been discovered. No tidings 
of them were to be heard, and the officers of justice having, 
by menaces of the severest tortures, extracted from one of 
the domestics a confession that he had lately conveyed two 
of Lodowick's coursers to the inn, they departed thither 
immediately to trace the guilty Veronica. 

Henry De Poitiers and Eusebius were tire chief instru- 
ments of counsel and consolation. It was now the marquis 
Cursed the pride and perseverance of his soul, for having 
Buffered his wife, his children, and his faithful friend to la; 
exposed to such a train of complicated villany : the beaute- 
ous and the persecuted EIwina,too, forced her passage into 
the deep-wrung soul, and added much unto the bitterness 

News having arrived at the castle that the officers were 
gone in pursuit of the wretched criminal to the house of 
Dominick, the chevalier desired De Poitiers to follow the 
same route, and to return with the utmost expedition, when 
he had discovered any intelligence of Veronica or Lodowick. 
The marquis, likewise, requested Henry that Eusebius 
might attend him to alleviate the sorrows of his wife and 
children, and bring them with him to the castle of Da 
Barre. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 



Tbi officers of justice, on approaching the cottage, per- 
ceived Dominick attempting to fly, and being almost covered 
with blood, they bound and carried hint with them to the 

When they entered the house, the first melancholy sight 
that presented itself to their view was Harold and Romane, 
folding the cloak of Lodowick around his face, who had, 
but a moment before, atoned for all his sins on earth, by 
the resignation of that last awful boon- — death. 

The officers, demanding of Romane and Harold where 
the lady Veronica was concealed, they turned round, and 
pointing to Dominick, replied, that he could best answer 
what they should think proper to demand. The host, how- 
ever, remained silent and sullen. The fiercest tortures, that 
imagination could devise were threatened ; but still he 
would not deign to answer. The officers, finding Dominick 
tbus inflexible to all their menaces, changed the haughti- 
ness of their tones, and promised mercy — nay, pardon, if 
he would confess all he knew. " Swear it, then," replied 
the host. " We swear to heaven that our promise shall 
be sacred," answered the officers. " Then follow me, and 
I will lead you to Veronica." On this, Dominick conducted 
the officers, with Harold and Romane, to the crimson-dyed 
apartment where the hapless woman lay fast enfolded in 
the jaws of death. 

To paint the horror and surprise of the beholden at this 
awful, gloomy spectacle, may be easier conceived than de- 
scribed. The officers, after recovering from their conster- 
nation, demanded of Dominick the cause of Veronica's 
death. " Let your superior," replied the determined 
" ">n, and I will reveal ~*"' 
alone." "Oh, God!" 
Harold, in all the bitterness of despair, " and wilt thou lead 
me to Elwina thus I Say, is she among the living or the 
dead I If with the former, oh I do but speak it, and I will 
on my knees, till they shall ache with bending, to supplicate 
the benignant voice of mercy in thy favour. 

" Harold," answered Dominick, in a voice of more than 
wonted softness, " thy Elwina lives — not long ago I left her 
with my mother to allay her sorrows, and to loll her into 
teat, r ullow me, and I will conduct thee to her.'' On 



this, the host brought them along the gallery which led to 
her apartment ; knocking softly at the door, ihu old woman 
attended the summons, and gave her sod to mfflerstand that 
Elwina had fallen into a dumber- With that, they all with- 
drew but Harold, who, creeping softly into the chamber, 
and kneeling by the aide of hie dearly-beloved, offered up 
hie silent meditations to the Almighty Being for the happy 
i of hit grief-surcharged and over-pressed jSf- 



chapter xxvra. 

ScABCiLT had Romane and the officers of justice descended 
with Dominick, than Do Poitiers and Eusebius entered the 
threshold. When the old friends beheld each other, not- 
withstanding their mutual transports of grief, they seized 
an embrace, that told the joyful emotions of their bosoms. 
Eusebius first recovered from his surprise, and anxious to 
learn how his poor children did, (for such he had ever 
called them,) asked for his dear Sabina. " Oh ! my dear 
friend," answered Romane, heaving a sigh that wrung his 
very soul, " Sabina did not longsurvive the cruel, separa- 
tion of her dearly-beloved lord. When Godervide departed, 
all was sorrow, despair, misery and misfortune. The neigh- 
bouring peasants' cattle rotted — their fields produced no 
corn — .famine was seen in every countenance — charity came 
trembling round our doors, and old age, in feeble accents, 
lisped forth its pressing wants. Our money wss scattered 
in every part to relieve the people's wants — our coffers 
were emptied, and our magazines thrown open to feed the, 
hungry and the wretched— like those whom lalely we had 
given the hospitable boon, we too did find the 1 can-stretched 
hand of penury and distress burst woefully against us. Sa- 
bina, worn down with melancholy, despair and grief, yielded 
up her wretched life. Hor children's house was seized for 
dear charity's sake. My homely cottage then became their 
future dwelling. There, Eusebius, they found a humble 
life — content — tranquillity, and every lowly comfort, till 
Lodowick became enamoured of Elwina — Elwina, so called 
by me, coming as she did, an orphan to my arms.' — Elwina. 
— the daughter— the Adeliua of Robert Le Devot — the 
wretched sister of the guilty Lodowick." 

At the sound of Lodowick, they were interrupted from 
above, with the exclamations of : " Oh I where is Romane 1 
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— Romane— Romane, ascend ! and behold I 

ing peace. This awful gammons was 

invoked cottager, who requested 

a and Do Poitiers should follow. 

door encountered Romane, and, with horror inexplioablein 
his looks, together with an agony of voice that chilled him 
to the vbtj soul, exclaimed : " Oh 1 my friend, heboid thy 
dear Elwina there 1 See, she slept ; but slept never to rise 
again. Her breath Is gone — the channels of her blood are 
stopped — one sigh she gave — once called on Harold — bnt 
sighed — but called no more. The roses on her cheek were 
faded off — her eyes do lack their animated lustre— her lip* 
are deathly pale — her day-cold hand — oh ! Romano, feel 

but her ch>y-cold hand, and then -" 

On this, Harold cast his eyes around and beheld Euse- 
bius— He started upwards, and suffering his voice to droop, 
exclaimed : "Ah ! my aged friend, art thou also here to view 
this horrid spectacle of sorrow and of death I This mourn- 
ful sepulchre of thy devoted friends! This awful monument 
of innocence and guilt. Contest thou not, Eusebius, to be- 
hold the children of thy mantel' fall the victims of his 
obduracy and his pride 1 If thou dost, old man," 



appear also—Mark me well, Eusebiua — 'tis Harold that 
commands — say not his son, for if thou dost, old man, thy 
breath shall ever tainted be with blackest falsehood — Harold 
never was his son — Sabina never was his wife — Justine 
never was his child, and old Romano never was hii friend. 
If Goderville had over been a husband, a father, or a friend, 
would he have abandoned all to wretchedness, oblivion and 
to want 1 Then, ere I follow my dear Blwina to the tomb, 
let the father's name be ever blotted from the sacred list of 
kindred and of friendship. Goderville did swear, and thou, 
Romans, want witness to the oath, that he never would see 
his wife or children more. His wish is harf-fnlnllod— Sa- 
bina is gone— Elwina is dead — Harold soon shall follow. 
Romane, look to Justine— she is thine— love her for her 
brother's sake — nay, my friends, oppose not my intent— let 
looae my arms, for Hercules himself could not restrain my 
dire intent — Harold shall follow Ms Elwina to the grave. 
If Lodo wick dare encounter death, shall I fear the stings of 
his unerring dart I Life to me would be perpetual sorrow 
— a burning hell on earth — then, why not mount from earth 



In heaven t why not meet my loved FJwina, and rest with 
her in everlasting peace 1" At these last awful Bounds, 
Harold embraced the death, as Lodowick had done before. 



CHAPTER XXIX 

The gloomy sable curtain that had overwhelmed the house 
of Dominick, struck every one with that melancholy horror 
which rendered them equally careless of existence or anni- 
hilation. Death stared them bo terribly in the face, that 
life, in fact, was scared from each one's cheek, and nothing 
appeared thereon but ghastly paleness and swollen despair. 
The officers of justice, accustomed as they were to scenes 
of slaughter, woe and executions, shrunk back at the dismal 
sweep that death had made around them. Moat piercing 
lamentations swelled every dreary avenue, and sprung a 
knell that alarmed even the bare-bone king of terrors. De 
Poitiers having beheld the self-sacrificed Lodowick — the 
freeb-bleeding Veronica— the tranquil death of the beaute- 
ous Elwina — the heroic exit of the fierce, determined 
Harold, found hia soul sicken with so much horror, -that he 
left the inn, and bade his friends to follow. " Romans," 
said Henry, " one corpse have I seen whose features are to 
me unknown." " It is Usmar's," replied the cottager, 
" who has been a sufferer in this dreadful scene of woe. 
Justine, the daughter of Goderville, his only remaining 
child, now dwells at his habitation." "Some one, there- 
fore," answered De Poitiers, "must go hence and bring 
her to the castle — Eusebius, let that task be thine : my 
domestics shall convey the corpse of Usmar to his native 
residence. They are at thy command ; be quick, my aged 
friend, and glad thy hapless master's eyes with the wiahod- 
for view of his only-beloved ohild." The body of Usmar 
being wrapped up in fine white linen, was safely placed 
across the courser of De Poitiers, whose coat was like to 
driven snow, and conducted onwards by the grief-worn 
Eusebius. This ceremony being performed, Henry requested 
Romans, and the other officers of j ustice, that they should 
prepare the bodies of those within, in order to proceed for- 
ward to the castle, whilst he should go in quest of the bishop, 
who presided over a neighbouring abbey, to assist in the 

Toe abbey that De Poitiers resorted to had long been 
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famous for its riches, splendour and magnificence. When 
he arrived thither, grand mass was in the act of being per- 
formed by the bishop. An he advanced, therefore, towards 
the altar, he presented a purse, which contained a thousand 
Crowns ; upon which he delivered his embassy to the priest, 
who communicated it to the bishop, and everything was 
prepared in the course of an hour to assist in the procession 
to the castle. 

The ceremony being registered in the archives of the 
church, it was found to proceed as underneath : 

The golden crucifix, supported by a priest. — The bishop, 
mounted on a white courser. — Twelve priests on foot, 
chaanting a requiem to the souls of the dead. — Romane on 
horseback. — The dean and vicar, mounted on while coursers. 
—The bodies of Harold and Elwina, wrapt in fins white 
linen, and supported by twelve men, side by side. — Six 
more priests, two by two, chauuting the requiem. — Henry 
de Poitiers on horseback. — The deacon and sub-deacon, 
mounted on white coursers. — The bodies of Lodowick and 
Veronica wrapped together in black woollen cloth, and 
supported in a vehicle led by four horses.— The chaplain 
on horseback. — Four officers of justice on horseback. — 
Dominick on foot, his hands bound betiind. — Four officers 
of justice on horseback, with swords drawn. — The chief 
officer of justice mounted on a black courser, with his 
drawn sword. 

In this manner did the mournful procession move for- 
ward along the hanks of the Seine to the castle of De Barre, 
followed by a thousand spectators who had assembled 
on the way, and who devoutly joined in the requiem that 
was chauntod for the souls of the dead. 

Henry De Poitiers first broke through the solemn order, 
and entered the gates. He was immediately met by the 
Chevalier his father, the Marquis St. Amaod, Dagobert, 
and the domestics clothed in the deepest sables. In a few 
words, he prepared them for the solemn entry — beseeched 
them to meet the worst of miseries. They seemed resigned, 
and the mournful cavalcade advanced in all the awful pomp 
of sepulchral horror. 

That night, the bishop and his holy retinue took up their 
abode in the castle. Every regard that could be paid to 
the sanctity of their order, they received from the hospital. 
ity of De Barre and his guests. 

In the morning, Romans arrived at the castle with the 



part of the departed Sabina. St Aiuand received licr with 
that effiision of joy and repentance, which bespoke at once 
the gladness that he had ever received in her endearing 
presence, and the regret that he experienced for Ate un- 
happy fate of her beloved mother. t 

The name day, a part of the ground belonging to the 
castle of Le Devot being consecrated by the bishop, the 
remains of Veronica, Lodowick, Harold and Elwina, were 
conducted thither, and interred with every funeral pomp. 
As an atonement, however, for the crimes of the mother 
and the son, and atlhe same time in remembrance of the 
misfortunes of Harold told Ins wife, the eaatle was presented 
to the bishop as a foundation for some religious order, stud 
endowed with many rich gifts both by De Barre and the 
Marquis St. Ainand, together with an annual income for 
its snupport. 

When the time was elapsed, appropriated to the remem- 
brance of the dead, Henry De Poitiers and Justine were 
clasped together in the sacred bonds of matrimony. 

Tho Chevalier De Barre and the Marquis Si Amaml, 
having lived to see their children blessed with a numerous 
and virtuous offspring, contentedly terminated a. sacred 
score of years, leaving their joint estates to Henry "and bis 

Eusebius and Boniane, sunk down with reverend ago at 
last, beheld a noble race spring forward to the glory of their 
beloved master's name— obliterating, by their heroic and 
noble acts, the crimes and dire misdeeds of their unhappy 
kindred. 

Dominick, notwithstanding the sacred promises that he 
had received from the officers of justice, was doomed to 
suffer the severest sentence of the law. On the interference, 
however, of tho Chevalier De Barre and the Marquis SI. 
Amanda the tortures of tho rack were changed to decapita- 
tion, which he suffered with more fortitude than could be 
■xpected from the magnitude of iniquity that ha laboured 
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